
 
 
 

 

 

 

Greetings Florida MOAA Members – I truly hope 

everyone had an opportunity to enjoy and celebrate our 

nation’s 250th birthday last month. I was honored to 

participate as a passage reader of the Declaration of 

Independence in Fernandina Beach on 8 July, the date it 

was originally read aloud 250 years ago. Speaking of 

birthdays, a belated Happy Birthday to the U.S. Coast Guard (Aug 4th) and an 

upcoming birthday to the U.S. Air Force (Sep 18th). Thanks to all Florida MOAA 

Members for Never Stop Serving! 

Summer Advocacy-in-Action (AiA) officially continues through the end of 

August and Florida MOAA Members are Making Their Voices Heard. Florida 

MOAA Members are collectively putting up some impressive numbers on the 

board and leading the nation in actions taken, Well Done! If you have not yet 

taken action, please do so NOW by clicking on each of the red TAKE ACTION 

links: 

¶ The Major Richard Star Act:  TAKE ACTION! 

 

¶ The Work Opportunity Tax Credit:  TAKE ACTION! 

 

¶ Restoring GLP-1 Coverage to TRICARE For Life:  TAKE ACTION! 

See the article on Page 9, by Pierre Lewis, FCoC Legislative Chair, for more in-

depth Summer AiA and advocacy information. 

The Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) annual event for members will be held 

11-14 March 2027, at the Rosen Centre in Orlando, FL, and named the 2027 

MOAA KICKOFF – Florida. The event was traditionally held in January and was 

named the Leadership, Training, Seminar and Convention. We listened to your 

feedback and overhauled the agenda and renamed the event. The 2027 MOAA 

KICKOFF – Florida is open to all MOAA Members, Chapter and Non-Chapter 

members. See the article on Page 6, by the FCoC Events Coordinator, Pat 

Kluever to learn what has changed and what to expect.  It will be FUN! 
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Steve Bond, the FCoC Immediate Past President and Membership Chair has a superb and succinct 
article on Page 4, addressing the value proposition of what chapter membership offers. Chapter 
Presidents: after reading the article, take a hard self-critical look at your own chapters and ask if you 
are providing value to your members. Chapter Members:  Tell your Chapter leadership what you want 
from your Chapter.  

You are missing out if you are not affiliated with a Chapter. I highly encourage you to join a 
Chapter. In doing so, you will be able to enjoy the fullest experiences of MOAA membership, like 
giving back to your local community as described in the following paragraph or a host of social 
engagement opportunities and more. Find and JOIN a Chapter near you at: CHAPTERS. 

Did you know… Florida Chapters sponsor 135 scholarships with nearly $350,000 to awardees and 
nearly $400,000 in other philanthropic efforts. The total community impact annually across the state is 
$750,000, with thousands of volunteer hours by Chapter members providing critical assistance to the 
active duty members, veterans, family members, and surviving spouses in the areas of educational 
assistance, veteran homelessness, food insecurity, crisis relief, transportation assistance, and other 
impactful community programs. Truly phenomenal and well done!  Be proud of your work and 
the organization we belong to. Join a Chapter and be part of this experience! 

Thank you all for your selfless sacrifices and continuing to demonstrate what it means to be an Officer. 
If you have any questions or comments, I can be contacted at: president.flcouncil.moaa@gmail.com   

Let me know what’s on your mind! V/r,  Tony 

 

 

 

 

Hello MOAA family.  Summer is almost over; I hope your time was 
enjoyable.  Many of our chapters have been on summer break but that 
doesn’t mean our work has paused. We are in the middle of the summer 
AiA.  We continue sending letters to our Congressional leaders to ensure 
they are aware of the issues important to us by importantly supporting 

those issues. Thank you for every letter you clicked on and for every person you encouraged to log on 
to Quorum to do the same.  
 
I hope every chapter has been tackling the MOAA Member/Non-Chapter Member List.  It is an 
immensely daunting task. Not just for the Chapter Membership Chair but for the entire 
chapter.  Everyone needs to take a bite of this large elephant by calling, emailing, texting, or mailing 
letters to a few people on the list. I don't want to discourage you. This is not a one time project; it’s 
ongoing. There will always be MOAA members who have not become part of a chapter family. But it’s 
an easy way to grow our chapter membership. One contact at a time.  
 
To ensure you are successful in your membership endeavors, make sure your websites are up to date 
and working. If a potential MOAA member or individual has an interest in your chapter, the first place 

Vice Presidentõs Message 
COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)  
 

Continued on next page 
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they’ll go to is to the chapter webpage. You want to make sure the prospective member finds the 
information they are looking for. Check the link periodically.  Several months ago I went to the MOAA 
site and was directed to an outdated chapter site. I subsequently went directly to our URL and was 
redirected to the outdated site as well. When I checked several days later, the correct site opened up. 
Hopefully no one was looking into our chapter during those days. 
  
Lastly, planning is aggressively underway for the 2027 MOAA Kickoff, Mar 11-14.  Make sure you read 
Pat Kluever’s article.  You’ll get the latest information on what is planned.  Mark your calendars and 
encourage your fellow members to make plans to attend. It’s going to be an amazing event. 
  
Reach out to me at vpfcoc@gmail.com or 301-529-4301 if I can assist you in any way and remember 

to ‘Never Stop Serving.” 

   

Serving with you… niche 

 

 

      

Florida Council of Chapters Events Calendar  
 
1 - 31 Aug:  Summer Advocacy in Action Campaign 

27 Aug:  MOAA Roundtable, Virtual Chapters, 7 PM ET 

24 Sep:  MOAA Roundtable, Council & Chapter Mentorship, 7 PM ET 

10 Oct:  Fall Virtual Board of Directors Meeting, 10 AM ET 

22 Oct:  MOAA Annual Meeting of the Membership, Alexandria, VA 

22 Oct:  MOAA Roundtable, MOAA Foundation, 7 PM EDT 

16-17 Nov:  MOAA SE Regional Leader Training Workshop, Chattanooga, TN 

19 Nov:  MOAA Roundtable, MOAA Annual Awards, 7 PM ET  

15 Dec:  Monthly CM/NRT Training, 1-3 PM ET 

17 Dec:  MOAA Roundtable, Year in Review/2027 Outlook, 7 PM ET 

1-3 Feb 2027:  MOAA TotalForce+, National Harbor, MD 

11-14 Mar:  2027 MOAA KICKOFF – Florida, Orlando, FL 

 
 
 

 
 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
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Why Join a Florida MOAA Chapter?  It Comes Down to Value 

As State Membership Chair, I am often asked, ñHow do we recruit more 
members to our chapter?”  That is a good question but recruiting, retention, 
and chapter health begin with a more fundamental question:  Why would a 
busy military officer, veteran, or surviving spouse choose to spend their 

valuable time with your chapter? 

Sharing a military background is no longer enough. Today’s military community faces more demands 
on its time than ever—careers, family, travel, volunteer opportunities, and countless online 
communities all compete for attention.  That means every one of our chapters must clearly 
demonstrate its value. 

National MOAA provides outstanding legislative advocacy, publications, member benefits, and 
philanthropic programs.  Those are reasons to be a MOAA National Member.  But local chapters must 
answer an entirely different question: ñWhy should I join a chapter?ò 

The answer lies in what only a local chapter can provide: meaningful relationships, grassroots 
advocacy, trusted information, community service, professional networking, friendship, and 
camaraderie.  Members stay engaged when they feel they belong, receive something useful, 
contribute to a meaningful mission, and know they are welcome and would be missed if they stopped 
participating. 

Healthy chapters also recognize that one size doesn’t fit all.  The traditional monthly luncheon remains 
important, but today’s prospective members may also value advocacy activities, community service, 
mentoring, virtual programs, and informal social events. 

Our mission hasn’t changed.  MOAA continues to protect the earned benefits of the uniformed 
services community.  What must evolve is how our chapters deliver that mission.  So instead of 
asking, ñHow do we recruit more members?ò ask: “Why would someone want to join your chapter?ò 

The answer is the foundation for every healthy, growing Florida MOAA chapter. 

Contact me with questions at PresFCOC2024@gmail.com. 

Never Stop Serving! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Immediate Past Presidentõs Message 
COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)  
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2027 MOAA KICKOFF-Florida  
 

Greetings Florida MOAA Members and Friends, 

 

Summer is half-way thru and the migratory members of our cadre are starting to think about returning 

to the winter warmth of Florida.  I have BIG NEWS about our annual get-together next Spring in 

Orlando! We heard your comments at the 2026 event, and received your feedback after the event. 

Early planning for our 2027 event addresses your concerns. 

TOP-LEVEL NEWS 

 DATE: 11-14 March 2027 - We have moved the date to March to deconflict with a Total Force + 

event at Washington Harbor in early February 2027. 

 NAME & e-MAGAZINE: “2027 MOAA KICKOFF-Florida” - You said this single annual event is for 

everyone, not just leaders so we changed the name to be more relevant, and inclusive. The event 

still includes training, but adds great events for spouses both at the hotel and off-property, and a 

dinner away from the hotel for team building and camaraderie. Your favorites are still included: A 

Casino Night Charity Event, and Area Team Meetings. The March date means improved weather for 

fun events in the area, and since Chapters install new leaders in January, a 2027 KICKOFF e-

magazine (e-Mag) will be produced and distributed to all attendees, and the entire Florida virtual 

network. The 2027 KICKOFF e-Mag will include new Chapter-leader information, a Chapter 

summary with highlights planned for 2027, Chapter membership POCs, 2026 Chapter award an 

grant recipients, 2027 Chapter award and grant submitters, and ads by our partners who made 

financial or gift donations to support our 2027 KICKOFF event. The 2027 KICKOFF e-Mag will be a 

“must have” soft-copy desk reference for Florida Chapters. I’m sure many will print the relevant 

pages of the document for easy reference. I also expect non-Chapter members will find summary 

information about your Chapter in their area, with your membership contact information convenient 

and compelling for joining your Chapter. 

 WHAT TO EXPECT: We gathered our 2027 KICKOFF event teams in late May 2026 to make task 

assignments in preparing for the 2027 event. 

- We expect to go live with online registration available in mid-October 2026.  

- Spouse events and off-property dinner events will be available for sign up online.  

- We have the normal number of rooms on contract for the March 2027 event, but the hotel has 

sold out in the past, necessitating booking rooms at other area hotels. This causes issues for late 

registrants needing to travel to Rosen Centre and park each day of the event.  

- Please make your reservations as early as possible to make sure we have a room for you.  

- Rooms will be on a space-available basis after Thursday 18 February 2027.  

- Full refunds will be available up to 10 days before the event starts (that cutoff is Noon on Monday 

1 March 2027).  

 

Continued on next page 
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Thank You to all the 2027 MOAA KICKOFF-Florida event team members who are working thru the 

Summer and early Fall to be ready for your online registration in mid-October 2026. I hope to see a 

huge turnout for this single 2027 Florida Council of Chapters signature annual event at central 

Florida’s gathering place in Orlando - The Rosen Centre, 9840 International Drive, Orlando, FL 32819. 

Our long-time partner with the best rates, and a great team to host us! 

 

Best Regards & Very Respectfully, 

CDR Patrick R. (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret) 

FCoC Event Coordinator 

click on the flyer to go directly to the site 

 

August Quiz:  
 
What Florida beach town is the only municipality in the U.S. that has flown eight different 
national flags? 
 
Read entirely through The Communiqueô to find the answer. 
 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.showallegiance.com/FLYITFORWARD442258
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 ᴖ CONGRESS IS HOME. SO IS THE OPPORTUNITY.   ᴖ

ADVOCACY DOESN’T GO ON RECESS 

Congressional recess ð now through early September 2026 

 

1   SUMMER ADVOCACY IN ACTION (AIA) 

Congress is home through early September — the best advocacy window of the year. MOAA’s 
Summer Advocacy in Action campaign runs under one banner: “Advocacy Doesn’t Go on Recess.” 
Every Florida member — chapter and non-chapter alike — can move the needle in about two 
minutes. Two asks this month: send a message through the Legislative Action Center (LAC) on 
each priority below, and, if you can, visit your representative’s district office while they’re home. A 
face-to-face visit from a constituent lands harder than anything we send from Washington. 

 ᴖ TAKE ACTION THIS MONTH   ᴖ

Three summer priorities ð click each link and send your message: 

 δ Major Richard Star Act — end the “wounded veteran tax” on combat-injured 

retirees. 

 δ Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) for military spouses — reauthorize 

WOTC (lapsed end of 2025) and add military spouses as an eligible hiring group. 

 δ GLP-1 coverage for TRICARE For Life — restore coverage dropped in August 

2025 for TFL beneficiaries. 

Take Action: Star Act  ·  WOTC for spouses  ·  GLP-1 / TFL  — or all three at 
MOAA.org/SummerAiA 

 

If you care, you share. Take action yourself, then call three fellow members — chapter or not — and 
ask them the same. Reach out to other veterans and VSOs, too. That is how Florida keeps setting the 
gold standard for veteran advocacy. And it works best when the lawmaker’s inbox is already full of 
constituents raising the same issue before our delegation walks in the door.  

Continued on next page 
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2   LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER (LAC) — FLORIDA #1 IN THE NATION 

Legislative Action Center ð January 1 through June 30, 2026 

 

4,468 

REGISTERED 
ADVOCATES — #1 

17,652 

ACTIONS TO CONGRESS 
— #1 

More than the next 3 

states combined 

 

The mid-year numbers are in, and this is a Florida story from top to bottom. Counted as one state, 
Florida sent 17,652 messages to Congress in the first half of 2026 — more than the next three 
states combined — from 4,468 registered advocates. On both measures, Florida ranks first in the 
nation, ahead of all 49 other states and every U.S. territory. 

 

No single person or chapter carries this. That total is the sum of thousands of individual actions 
statewide — every chapter pulling in the same direction as one Florida team. The more of us who 
register and act, the larger it grows, and the louder Florida speaks in every congressional office. 

3   LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER (LAC) SIGN-UP UPDATE 

Here is our ceiling — and our opportunity. Across Florida’s chapters, LAC sign-up now averages 37%, 
up from 34% a year ago and holding steady. Our council goal is 50% by March 2028. Closing that gap 
is the single biggest lever we have: every member who registers adds directly to the state’s total. 

 

Of roughly 4,000 Florida chapter members: 

  2,520 (63%) are not yet registered — our unused potential. 

  1,480 (37%) are registered and taking action. 

 

Continued on next page 
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SIGN UP IN THE LAC TODAY 

Chapter and non-chapter members — register here: moaa.quorum.us 

Need help signing up? See the step-by-step guide (PDF). 

Did you take action?  If you care, you share — then call three fellow members and ask them the 
same. 

VERIFICATION & SOURCES 

• LAC figures & state rankings: MOAA Legislative Action Center — State Profiles (as of July 13, 2026; 
Jan 1–Jun 30, 2026). 

• Chapter LAC sign-up percentages (34%/37%/37%; 4,000-member base; 50% goal by March 2028): 
FCoC Legislative Affairs — chapter registration averages. 

• Summer AiA campaign & priorities: MOAA — “Summer AiA 2026: Advocacy Doesn’t Go on Recess” 
(July 27, 2026). 

• LAC sign-up: moaa.quorum.us; sign-up instructions (PDF): flmoaa.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis signed House Bill 199 into law on June 11. 
The legislation, which strengthens Florida’s robust network of 
Veterans Treatment Courts, gives judges greater authority to 
place eligible Veterans and servicemembers into treatment-
focused court programs. The law goes into effect July 1, 2026. 
 

  
 
 
The groundbreaking ceremony for the 120-bed Collier 
County State Veterans’ Nursing Home in Naples was 
held July 10 at 10 a.m. The $114 million skilled 
nursing facility will feature an on-site Adult Day Health 
Care center, outpatient therapy, and a community 
wellness center. Construction of the 115,000 square 
foot hardened facility is scheduled to take 
approximately two years. 
 

 

Florida Department of  

Veterans Affairs Update 
Lt Col R. Steven Murray, USAF (Ret.) 
Communications Director, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Instructions-for-Legislative-Action-Center-Sign-Up.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2026-news-articles/advocacy/summer-aia-2026-advocacy-doesnt-go-on-recess/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://flmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Instructions-for-Legislative-Action-Center-Sign-Up.pdf
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2026 What a year….  The beginning of our 250th! For this patriotic group, 

each day will be appreciated.  My hope is that every American appreciates 

what a truly unique and wonderful land we have and the brave who protect it.  

Spread the word.  Teach the children.  Fly your flag. And quietly, in your 

heart, treasure that wonderful patriot who was your spouse. 

This month, there are several things I would urge you to do. 

1 Read your August 2026 MOAA Magazine. Note that we have two Floridians who have been 

selected for the MOAA Board of Directors. One is COL Steve Bond currently serving Florida as 

our past President and the second is Jeannie Stratis, who served as a Florida Chapter 

Surviving Spouse Liaison and was chosen as the 2024 Surviving Spouse Liaison Excellence 

Award, nationally. Congratulations to these Floridians who continue to serve. We are so proud! 

 

2 Look in your emails dated August 1 for the link to vote for MOAA Board Nominees and register 

your position on the resolutions and the suggested Bylaws amendment. 

 

3 Join the Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter. Write to mssvc02@gmail.com and ask for an 

application based on your status as a spouse, surviving spouse, or a Surviving Spouse Liaison 

of your Chapter.  When You fill it out and return it, you will become a member and be sent zoom 

invitations to the Virtual Chapter meetings.  There are no dues.  Meanwhile check out the 

Virtual Chapter website, www.moaasurvivingspousevirtualchapter.org.  

 

4 Mark September 15, 1 pm ET on your calendar.  The guest speaker at the Virtual Chapter 

meeting will be Lt.Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret), President of MOAA. 

 

5 Don’t forget the Summer Advocacy.  Register your support for Congressional bills through the 

Advocacy center at moaa.quorum.us.  Also, your representatives may be sponsoring town 

meetings in your district.  Make your vote and presence known. 

 

Stay active, participate in your local or virtual chapter. Live a healthy balanced life, and “never stop 

serving”. Enjoy the last days of summer. 

 
 
 

Surviving Spouse Corner 
Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison  

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
mailto:mssvc02@gmail.com
http://www.moaasurvivingspousevirtualchapter.org/
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Intra Year Tax To-Do 
 

With the year about two thirds over, it’s time to consider tax items that need to be 
done this year. 
 
For this crowd, (probably 60-70+ years old) a couple things stand out, the first of 

which is Required Minimum Distribution or RMD. 
 
In 2026, if you are 73 or older, you’re required to withdraw some money from your IRA.  
 
The RMD for a 73 year old is approximately 3.75% of the value of your IRA on January 1 of this year. If you had 
$100,000 in your IRA on New Year’s Day, you are required to withdraw $3,774. (The IRS uses the “life 
expectancy” of the year group to come up with the divisor. A 73 year old has a life expectancy of 26.5 years. 
Divide 100 by 26.5 and it’s about 3.75.) 
 
Each year, one’s life expectancy goes down, requiring a slightly larger RMD percentage. When one is 90, the 
RMD is about 8.2% of the value of the IRA. 
 
That RMD amount is considered “ordinary income.” It’s as if you earned it as a salary. 
 
The bad news is that it adds to your taxable income which, of course, increases your taxes. Adding insult to 
injury, if your income reaches a certain point, you can end up paying “IRMAA” or an additional fee for Medicare. 
(IRMAA is Income Related Monthly Adjustment Amount.) 
 
Is there anything one can do? (Keep in mind that this is a great problem to have!) 
 
One big thing you can do, if you don’t need the money for living expenses, is… give it away. If you transfer the 
money directly from your financial institution to a qualified charity, it counts towards your RMD but does not 
count as income. 
 
Let’s say that you’re a member of a church that you support financially. Instead of putting cash in the basket or 
writing a monthly check, have your bank or brokerage firm withdraw some money from your IRA and have them 
send it directly to your church. The church gets the same money, you meet the RMD requirement, and you donôt 
pay income taxes on the distribution.  
 
Pretty neat, huh?  You don’t get to deduct the gift from your income, but you’re well ahead by not paying taxes 
on the RMD as ordinary income. 
 
The same goes for qualified charities, usually called “501c(3) charities” under the section of the tax code that 
makes them a qualified charity. A perfect example is the MOAA Foundation. Others would be organizations 
such as the Wounded Veterans of South Florida, Tunnel to Towers, Navy Relief, or the Coast Guard 
Foundation. 
 
Some chapters have set up 501c(3)s for local scholarships, too. (MOAA Central Florida has done this.) They 
would count, too. Obviously, there are a bunch. 

Personal Affairs 
COL Paul Loschiavo, USMCR (Ret)  
 

Continued on next page 
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If donations to the charity are normally tax 
deductible, you’re good to go. 
 
Another important tax number is the “standard 
deduction.” This is the amount all taxpayers get 
to deduct from their income before calculating 
the actual dollar amount one owes for the year. 
 
For a married couple, the standard deduction for 
2026 is $32,200. If both spouses are 65 or older, 
add $3,300 for a total of $35,500. That means 
for a typical MOAA member couple, until things 
like donations to charities, medical expenses, 
and interest on mortgages exceed $35,500, 
there’s no need to keep track of them. Of 
course, this serves to give more attention to the 
idea of transferring money directly from IRAs to 
charities you already support. 
 
One additional consideration: normally, when 
you make a donation to a charity, you write a 
check and mail it, or have your bank mail it, or 
you pay by credit card. All of these are pretty 
quick. To have your bank or brokerage firm send 
a donation to the MOAA Foundation, they will 
undoubtedly require that you fill out an “IRA 
Distribution Form” and get it to the bank. It will 
take them several days to mail the check. The 
check will take a few days to get there. It will 
take the receiving charity a few days to process 
and deposit the check. 
 
(If your IRA holds stocks, you may transfer them 
without selling the stocks first, though you won’t 
know the value of the distribution until it actually 
occurs. Don’t cut it too close!) 
 
Assuming there are no problems, it could easily 
take two weeks. 
 
Strong suggestion: if you’re going to transfer 
money from your IRA to a charity, start early (as 
in now). You definitely want it done by the end of 
November. In the financial world, the monthly 
statement is the official record. You want to see 
it done the latest on the November statement. If 
there’s still a problem, you have December to 
sort it out, keeping in mind that starting around 
December 15, employees start going on 
vacation. You don’t want to be scrambling on 
December 28 trying to sort out a mistake,  
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Of course, I must add a disclaimer: Tax law is complicated. The numbers change every year, and there are a 
gazillion “ifs” and “buts.” And everyone’s individual situation is different. If you take anything out of this column, 
let it be that you need to consider your RMD and please talk to your tax advisor. You have a third of the year left 
to do things that affect your tax obligations in a big way. 
 
 
Paul Loschiavo is a retired Marine Corps Reserve colonel and a retired Merrill Lynch senior vice president where, over a 
thirty-five year career, he led a team that managed over five hundred million dollars in client assets. . 
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Florida Council of Chapters òChapter Newsó   
 

 
 
 
 

 

Busy Summer for the Kingdom of the Sun Chapter 
 
Although the Kingdom of the Sun (KOS) Chapter does not meet in July and August, members have 
stayed busy with community activities.   
 
During the month of July COL Craig Ham (USA, 
retired) loaded up 1250 school backpacks and 
delivered them proportionately to all elementary and 
junior high schools in Marion County. In a program 
named “Stuff the Bus,” started many years ago by 
Chaplain (COL) Lamar Hunt (USA, retired, now 
deceased), and headed now by COL Craig Ham, 
Stuff the Bus is officially a 501(c)3 (non-profit) 
organization affiliated with the KOS Chapter.  It 
recently received a grant of $20,000 as start-up for 
supplies for Stuff the Bus 2027.   
 
During the spring months, many volunteers helped 
with sorting and packing the pencils, notebooks, 
highlighters, etc. into new backpacks for children 
whose families cannot afford these supplies.  
Several KOS chapter members, family members, 
and Naval JROTC cadets helped out with this time-
consuming task, forming an assembly line for 
packing the various items into the backpacks. 

. 

 
 

COL Craig Ham stands with the eight Naval JROTC 
cadets from Vanguard High School who helped to 
stuff the 1250 backpacks for the Marion County Stuff 
the Bus program. 

 
 

Kingdom of the Sun Chapter   
LTC Carolyn A. Smith, USA (Ret)  

COL Craig Ham delivering backpacks to 
Principal Wade Martin at Horizon Academy 

Continued on next page 
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In July, COL Gorham Black, USA (Ret) delivered a 
moving tribute to Marion County’s 100 deceased 
veterans-- those who passed from December 2025 – 
May 2026.  Every six months Marion County Veterans 
Services, in conjunction with other agencies, holds this 
tribute, in which each veteran’s name and service are 
read aloud at a public ceremony. Several other KOS 
members also attended.  Our only chapter member to 
be honored was LTC Arlo Dean Janssen, USA (Ret) 
who died in April 2026. 
 
Next, three KOS members participated in a ceremony 
honoring the lives of two veterans who died without 
friends or family to claim their remains.  This event was 
planned and executed by the Marion County Memorial 
Honor Guard, which honored deceased veterans 
Richard Hanshaw (USCG) and William Reyes (USN).  
To assist with the authenticity, Lt Col Carol Walker, 
USAF (Ret) accepted the ceremonial flag for William 
Reyes (at right). 
 
 

 
 
Finally, the KOS Chapter was represented 
by six members who participated in the 
Marion County Veterans Council July 
meeting.  Three of them are shown here:  
COL Bob Schlegel, USA (Ret), COL 
Gorham Black, USA (Ret), and MAJ Joe 
Voge, USA (Ret).  They urged members to 
participate in The Villages Honor Flight 
program, which proved to be the highlight 
of their lives when they made this trip. Also 
attending the meeting were COL Craig 
Ham, Lt Col Carol Walker, and LTC 
Carolyn Smith, who serves as the 
Chaplain for the Council. 
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Growing Stronger Together 

Flagler County chapter is pleased to announce the addition of 10 new members—or 16 when 
including spouses—over the past several months. This encouraging growth, especially for a 
relatively small chapter, is the direct result of our intentional membership outreach efforts and 
reflects the value that military officers and their families see in our organization. 

Every new member strengthens our chapter by bringing fresh perspectives, new friendships, and 
greater opportunities to serve one another. Just as importantly, a larger membership gives MOAA a 
stronger voice in advocating for the benefits, rights, and interests of those who have served our 
nation and continue to serve. 

This success reminds us that steady, consistent growth is achievable when each of us shares the 
value of MOAA with fellow officers and their families. We hope to build on this momentum by 
continuing to invite prospective members to our meetings and activities. Together, we want make 
our chapter even stronger and ensure that MOAA's mission of advocacy and service continues to 
make a meaningful impact. 

 
 
 

 

Fort Walton Beach Chamber honored NWFMOA 
Member Paul Singleton for attending 2,000 
events in 50-year streak 

The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce 
honored longtime Chamber Ambassador Paul Singleton on 
June 24 as he reached 2,000 Chamber events attended, a 
streak that began in 1976.  They also celebrated his 93rd 
Birthday which fell on June 21. 

 

As NWFMOA member, Doug Stauffer stated in his FWB Life 
article ñThe celebration at Home2 Suites by Hilton at 
Freedom Tech Center was filled with laughter, warmth, and 
the kind of personal touches that made everyone feel the 
affection behind it.  Paul was dressed in a green robe, 
wearing a crown and holding a scepter, looking every bit like 
the reigning King of Chamber Ribbon Cuttings.  Adding to the 
fun was a large clock featuring Paulôs face, a playful 

Northwest Florida Chapter 
COL Bob Gramm, USAF (Ret), Editor, NWFMOA  Defender  Newsletter   
 

Flagler County Chapter  
Dan Maxwell, CDR USN (Ret)  
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substitute for a gold Rolex and a perfect reminder that, around the Chamber, it has been óPaul 
time ôfor a very long time.” 

Photos by Doug Stauffer. 

FWB Chamber President and CEO, Ted 
Corcoran, was the master of ceremonies.  ñHe 
made the celebration meaningful, memorable, 
and full of heart.”  He organized several 
presentations to Paul by current and past 
Chamber leaders.  And our very own 
NWFMOA president, Fran Hendricks (at right), 
told the story of Lt Col Paul Singleton as a 
Special Operations C-130 crewmember who 
courageously prevented an attack on a wrong-
target during Operation Urgent Fury in 
Grenada. 

ñImmediately following the celebration, Paul did what Paul does.  He went on to the grand opening 
and ribbon cutting for Grow with Us Learning Academy at the Freedom Tech Center, adding yet 
another Chamber appearance to his already incredible total.” 

Please click HERE to see all the NWFMOA photos.  Taken in part from getthecoast.com and ñPaul 
Singleton: A Crown Well Earned” FWB Life.America 250 Celebration at the Air Force Armament 
Museum 

 

 

America 250 Celebration at the Air Force 
Armament Museum 

Okaloosa County celebrated Americaôs 250th 
Anniversary at the Air Force Armament Museum.  
Fellow NWFMOA member Les Matheson, Lt Col 
USAF (Ret), is pictured in colonial attire while 
holding the Florida state flag near the center.  The 
event was held on July 3, 2026. 

 

 

FWB Chamber After Hours 

On June 18th, the FWB Chamber of Commerce highlighted local non-profit organizations at their 
monthly ñBusiness After Hours” program held at the Emerald Coast Harley-Davidson dealership 
and sponsored by Mills Heating and Air Conditioning. Our NWFMOA booth highlighted the activities 
of our two IRS Chapter 501c(3) non-profit corporations: the NWFMOA Scholarship Fund, Inc., and 
the NWFMOA Community Outreach Fund, Inc. Chapter President Fran Hendricks, Defender Editor 
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Bob Gramm, and Scholarship Fund 
President Dave Parisot represented 
NWFMOA. Approximately 30 local 
non-profits and 200 local business 
representatives attended 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congressman Jimmy Patronis proposes national cemetery in Okaloosa County, 
forms steering committee 

 Jared Williams August 10, 2026  Get The Coast 

Photo courtesy of Okaloosa County 

Congressman Jimmy Patronis on Thursday announced a 
proposal to study the establishment of a new National 
Veterans Cemetery in Okaloosa County, citing the 
regionôs large and growing military and veteran population 
and limited burial space at Arlington National Cemetery. 

The proposal calls for roughly 200 acres of land for the 
cemetery. An advisory committee will review possible site 
locations, including orphan parcels located on Eglin Air 
Force Base. 

ñNorthwest Florida has a long history of answering our 
nationôs call to serve,” Patronis said. ñOur veterans deserve a final resting place that reflects the 
honor and sacrifice of their service. A national cemetery in Okaloosa County would ensure those 
who wore the uniform can be laid to rest with the dignity theyôve earned.” 

A newly formed National Veterans Cemetery Steering Committee will begin its work in September 
and engage stakeholders to provide input and support for the project, according to the release. 

The committee will be co-chaired by NWFMOA President Brigadier General Fran Hendricks, USAF 
(Ret.), and Graham W. Fountain, a retired Okaloosa County commissioner, state police colonel and 
honorary commander of the 492nd Special Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field. 

Other Chapter members on the committee are: 

Rear Admiral Philip Dur, US Navy (Ret.) 

State Rep. T. Patterson Maney, retired judge and Brigadier General 

Niceville City Councilman Dr. Douglas Stauffer 

Rev. David Butler 

Fort Walton Beach Mayor Emeritus Dick Rynearson, USAF (Ret.) 

Continued on next page 
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University of West Florida Commissioning Ceremony 

 

Fran Hendricks, Brig Gen, USAF (Ret) and 
President of the NWFMOA, had the great honor to 
be the guest speaker at the University of West 
Florida 
AFROTC 

commissioning ceremony in Pensacola. 20 Cadets were 
commissioned into the USAF. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halifax Area Chapter: The Mission Didn't Take a Summer Break 

Summer may mean a break from monthly luncheons at the Halifax Area Chapter of MOAA, but it 

hasn't meant a break from serving. Throughout the summer, our members continued connecting 

with veterans, supporting our community, and building partnerships across Volusia and Flagler 

Counties. 

Coffee & Camaraderie: From Conversation to Action 

Sometimes the best ideas start with coffee and conversation. That's the idea behind our new Coffee 

& Camaraderie initiative—bring military, veteran, civic, and community leaders together informally 

and see where the conversation leads. 

Our first gathering on July 1 brought together 17 Halifax members and representatives from seven 

community organizations. On July 27, participation grew to 21 attendees representing 

approximately 10 organizations, including the U.S. Army's Daytona Beach Recruiting Company, 

Civil Air Patrol, Veterans Services, Veterans Court, the Missing in America Project, Vietnam 

Halifax Area Chapter   
CDR Anita Williams, USCGR (Ret) , President  
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Veterans of America, Team Red, White & Blue, and other community and government partners. 

Real success isn't the attendance, it's what is beginning to come from the conversations. 

Army recruiters identified opportunities for veterans to help 

strengthen connections with local schools, support ASVAB 

preparation, and increase awareness of military careers. 

That conversation quickly produced a tangible result when 

Senator Tom Wright helped connect the Daytona Beach 

Army Recruiting Company with the Superintendent of 

Volusia County Schools, opening the door for further 

discussion and collaboration. Veterans Court also shared 

its continuing need for veteran mentors, while Veterans 

Services highlighted transportation and housing challenges 

facing local veterans. 

Our partnership with the Daytona Beach Division of the 

U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps is also growing, with Halifax 

members volunteering as mentors and sharing the leadership and experience gained through 

military service this fall. 

With two successful gatherings behind us, our next Coffee & Camaraderie is scheduled for August 

24th and will focus on a subject important to every veteran family: honoring veterans at the end of 

life. Special guests from Lohman Cemetery and Funeral Home will join the conversation to discuss 

what veterans and families should know about funeral and burial planning, available honors and 

benefits, and steps families can take to ensure a veteran's service is recognized with the dignity and 

respect it deserves. 

The Mission Doesn't Take a Summer Break 

Direct service to veterans remained at the heart of our summer. 

Members continued Coffee & 

Doughnuts at the Daytona Beach 

VA Clinic, alongside partners 

including Team Red, White & 

Blue. We also continued Bagels & 

Bingo at the Emory L. Bennett 

State Veterans' Nursing Home, 

sharing breakfast, conversation, 

laughter, and camaraderie with 

veteran residents. Sometimes 

simply showing up and spending 

time with another veteran matters. 

CAPT Douglas Jones, Daytona Beach 
Recruiting Company 

Emory L. Bennett Nursing 
Home for Veterans 

Team RW&B with Halifax 
Members LtCol Glenn 

Harmon, USAF (Ret) and 
LTC Arnold Leeks, USA 

(Ret). 
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Halifax members participated in the Volusia Veterans Leadership Summit, Veterans Museum 

activities, veteran outreach, and other community events. On the Fourth of July, 11 members and 

four vehicles proudly represented MOAA and our military community in the Independence Day 

parade. 

Behind the scenes, planning is well 

underway for our Christmas Gala & 

Silent Auction on December 17, one 

of Halifax's signature events. 

Advocacy also continued throughout 

the summer as members supported 

MOAA legislative priorities affecting 

servicemembers, retirees, veterans, 

and military families.  

Advocacy remained part of our summer mission as well. In August, 

CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret), and CDR Anita A. Williams, USCGR 

(Ret), will meet with U.S. Representative Randy Fine as part of 

MOAA's Advocacy in Action (AiA) efforts. The meeting provides an 

opportunity to discuss legislative priorities affecting servicemembers, 

retirees, veterans, and military families and bring the voices of our local 

military community directly to Congress. 

Listening and Looking Forward 

We're also taking a broader look at what chapter success means. Membership and attendance 

matter, but they don't tell the whole story. Since May, Halifax has begun looking at volunteer service, 

partnerships, mentorship, advocacy, outreach, and the people reached through our efforts. 

It's not about keeping score. It's about understanding the collective impact our members make. 

We're listening, too. Our summer member survey is giving members an opportunity to tell us what 

they value, what they want from their chapter, and where they believe we should focus our energy. 

Rather than asking only, how do we increase membership? We’re asking: How do we build a 

mission people want to be part of? 

42 Years—and Still Serving 

This September, Halifax celebrates 42 years of service since our founding on September 15, 1984. 

Different uniforms, generations, and experiences have shaped our chapter, but one belief continues 

to unite us: You may retire from the uniform, but you don't have to retire from service. 

As we begin our 43rd year, we'll continue building relationships that help veterans, mentor future 

leaders, support military families, and strengthen our community. When the mission is meaningful, 

membership becomes not the goal, but the outcome. 

Here's to 42 years of Halifax serviceðand our next mission! 

Mission First. Relationships Always. Never Stop Serving. 

(Collette & CAPT Joe 
Peabody (USA, Ret), COL 
Skip Keating (USA Ret), 

CWO2 Pierre Louis (USMC 
Ret), CAPT Drew Hoffman 
(USAF Ret), LTC Arnold 

Leeks (USA Ret), R. 
Bancroft McKittrick (USMC 
Ret), Don Sebes and CDR 

Anta Williams (USCGR Ret). 
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MOAACC Celebrates 2026 Scholarship Recipients 
by Mike Schroeder, Colonel, USA (Ret) 

The Military Officers Association of America Cape Canaveral Chapter (MOAACC) Scholarship 
Corporation proudly recognized its 2026 scholarship recipients during the annual Scholarship 
Awards Luncheon held on July 21 at Colony Hall, Indian River Colony Club. 

This year, twelve outstanding students were each awarded a $7,000 scholarship, representing a 
total investment of $84,000 in their continued education. The recipients were selected from 28 
completed applications following a highly competitive and thoughtful review process. 

Nine of the twelve recipients attended the luncheon in person, accompanied by family members and 
friends. For the three recipients unable to attend, a parent or family representative proudly accepted 
the scholarship on their behalf. It was an inspiring event that provided members an opportunity to 
meet these exceptional young scholars, hear about their accomplishments, and congratulate them 
as they continue their academic journeys. 

Led by Vice Admiral Don Hagen, USN (Retired), the awards ceremony was outstanding, as always. 
Special thanks are extended to Dan Levy, Brent Basinger, Mike Yeager, Arnold Lim, and the entire 
Scholarship Selection Committee and Scholarship Corporation team for their dedication and hard 
work in making another scholarship year such a tremendous success. 

During the luncheon, Sam Ginsburg was also recognized for his generous and sustained 
contributions to the MOAACC Scholarship Corporation over the past several years. Sam, thank you 
for all you have done—and continue to do—to support the education and future success of our 
military families. 

Since its founding in 1984, the MOAACC Scholarship Corporation has awarded more than $1.15 
million in scholarships to 339 students attending 86 colleges and universities nationwide. This year’s 
luncheon was another proud example of MOAACC’s enduring commitment to service, education, 
and the next generation. 

 

 

 

 

Cape Canaveral Chapter 
John Franco , MOAACC Media Relations  
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MG James L Dozier Lee Coast Chapter 
Fred Bondurant  

Continued on next page 

Chapter member COL Scott Robinson, Director of 
Army Instruction, Lee County JROTC, retired on 30 
June.  He has made it one of the best JROTC 
programs in the country. 
 
Lee County JROTC has 16 Army JROTC programs at 
15 county public high schools and one at Cape Coral 
Oasis high school.  This is the largest JROTC 
program in the country! 

 

Chapter member Steve Epkins 
organized this event to honor 250 Lee 

County veterans. 

Our chapterôs namesake, MG James L. 
Dozier (seated with his wife, Sharlene), 
celebrated his 95th birthday.   Several 
local military associations honored him. 

 

Among the honorees were chapter members 
Mary & Fred Bondurant and Tim Moore.  Not 
pictured:  Terry Galgano, Roger Triftshauser, 

Dan Kloippel and Ron Wertz, who also 
offered the invocation. 
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The City of Sanibel’s “A Field of 
Heroes” tribute continues to take 
shape as the community prepares to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of 
September 11, 2001.   
 
This progress has been made possible 
through the generosity of community 
members and local organizations, 
including a $2,000 donation from the 
MG Dozier Lee Coast Chapter 
Foundation of the Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA) 
 
Volunteers have also begun 
assembling the flags, carefully 
attaching the name of an individual lost 
on September 11 to each one. This 
fall, Sanibel Community Park will be 
transformed into a powerful sea of red, 
white and blue, providing a place for 
remembrance, reflection and gratitude. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And the answer is ……. 
 
You folks in the Nassau County Chapter should know this one.  Itôs Fernandina Beach (on Amelia Island).  
The island is called The Isle of Eight Flags because it has flown the flags of eight different nations: French, 
Spanish (on two different occasions), English, Patriot, Green Cross of Florida, the Mexican Rebel flag, 
Confederate and the flag of the USA! 
 
https://www.fbfl.us/190/Isle-of-Eight-Flags 

Past Pres Fred Bondurant, Pres Shawn Stilley, Past Pres 
Roger Triftshauser, Rec Ctr Dir Char Durand, Past Pres Tim 

Moore 
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Sue Morse, Captain, USAF(Ret) and 

 

MILITARY OFFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA) 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS (FCOC) 

 
The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) is comprised of 36 Chapters 
with nearly 5,000 members and their families.  FCOC is one of MOAA’s largest 
Councils.  MOAA has a membership of over 350,000 members in all 50 States, 
with over 30,000 in Florida.  
 
The FCOC’s primary communication vehicles are our bi-monthly publication, 
The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ, our website www.FLMOAA.org, and our social 
media pages on Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram, and YouTube. 
 
The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ is distributed electronically to all our chapters, 
MOAA Headquarters in Virginia, our influential contacts across the state of 
Florida and posted on our website and social media pages. 
 
The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ provides a unique forum for businesses to reach 
a select segment of the population.  The membership is patriotic and 
professional.  We encourage your business to reach out to our members by 
advertising in The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ.  See the Rate Sheet below for 
more details. 
 
We offer discounts to businesses advertising in The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ 
and sponsoring our conventions.  We also prominently highlight them on our 
website (www.FLMOAA.org), and on our social media pages.  We appreciate 
your business! 
  
Thank you! 
 
FCOC 

 

Halifax 
Chapter Gets 
Coverage on 

deSantis 
Visit from the 

Daytona 
Beach News 

Journal  

 

 

   

Submitting Articles and Pictures for The Council Communiqué 
 
Articles can be attached to an email.  Microsoft Word works best (Arial 12).  You can also type your information into the body of 
an email where it can be copied and pasted into the newsletter. 
 
Pictures should have a .jpg or .png extension.  If you are sending pictures from your chapter, please include the chapter name 
and the names of those in the picture.  A few words on what the event is about will help interest the readers.  Please ensure that 
you have the permission of persons in the photos for publishing. 
 
If you have questions about your submission, contact 
 
Randy Fiebrandt 

rfiebs1953@gmail.com 
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Florida Chapters & Web Sites (if available) 

Ancient City Chapter  
St. Augustine 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

  

Bay County Chapter  
Panama City 

Area: Northwest 
 
 

Bradenton Chapter  
Bradenton 

Area: South West 
View Website 

  

Broward County Chapter  
Deerfield Beach 
Area: Southeast 
View Website 

  

Cape Coral Chapter  
Cape Coral 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Cape Canaveral Chapter  
Patrick AFB 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

  

Central Florida Chapter  
Orlando 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 

Charlotte Harbor Chapter  
Punta Gorda 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Clearwater Chapter  
Clearwater 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

  

Flagler County Chapter  
Palm Coast 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

 

Florida Keys  
Islamorada 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

 
 

Gainesville Chapter  
Gainesville 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

 

Halifax Area Chapter  
Daytona Beach 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 

Imperial Polk County Chapter  
Lakeland 

Area: Mid Central 
 View Website 

Indian River Chapter  
Vero Beach 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 
 

Kingdom Of The Sun 
Chapter  

Ocala 
Area: Mid Central 

View Website 
 

Lake & Sumter Counties Chapter  
Lady Lake 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

  

Lee Coast Chapter, MOAA  
Sanibel Island 

Area: South West 
View Website  

Historic Mayport Chapter  
Jacksonville 

Area: Northeast 
 
 

Military Officers Association of 
Sarasota, Inc.  

Sarasota 
Area: South West 

View Website 
  

Military Officers Association of 
SouthWest Florida  

Naples 
Area: South West 

View Website 

MOAA Florida Nature 
Coast  

Lecanto 
Area: Mid Central 

View Website 

Nassau County  
Fernandina Beach 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

Northeast Florida Chapter  
Jacksonville 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 
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https://www.moaa.org/chapter/browardcounty/
http://capecoralmoaa.org/
http://moaacc.org/
http://moaacfc.com/
http://chcmoaa.wordpress.com/
https://moaaflcwc.wordpress.com/
https://fcmoaa41.wordpress.com/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/floridakeys/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/gainesville
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Halifax/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/kingdomofthesun
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/IRCMOAA/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/kingdomofthesun
http://www.lakesumtermoaa.org/Home
http://moaafl.org/chapters/leecoast/
http://sarasotamoaa.com/
http://www.moaswf.org/
https://www.moaaccc.org/Home
http://www.ncflmoaa.org/
https://neflmoaa.com/
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  Northwest Florida Chapter 
Fort Walton Beach 
Area: Northwest 
View Website 

 

Palm Beach-Martin Counties Chapter  
Jupiter 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

Pensacola Chapter  
Pensacola 

Area: Northwest 
View Website  

   

St. Petersburg Area Chapter 
St. Petersburg 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

  

South Central Florida Chapter  
Sebring 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

South Dade Chapter 
Princeton 

Area: South East 
View Website 

Sun City Center Chapter  
Sun City Center 

Area: West Central 
View Website  

Suncoast Chapter  
Port Richey 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

Suwannee River Valley Chapter  
Lake City 

Area: Northeast 
View Website  

 

 
Tallahassee Chapter  

Tallahassee 
Area: Northwest 
View Website 

 
Tampa Chapter  

MacDill AFB 
Area: West Central 

View Website 

 
Treasure Coast Chapter  

Fort Pierce 
Area: East Central 

View Website 
 

  
 

 West Volusia MOAA Chapter  
New Smyrna Beach 
Area: East Central 

View Website 

 
  

   

   

 

http://nwfmoa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/PBMCC/
http://www.pmoaa.org/
http://www.moaastpetearea.com/
http://scfcmoaa.org/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southdade/
http://www.sccmoaa.org/
https://www.suncoastmoaa.org/
http://www.suwanneerivervalleymoaa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Tallahassee/
http://www.moaatampa.org/
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/TCMOAA/
https://wvmoaa.wordpress.com/


 
 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
President: CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret) 571-438-3875 (Andrea) 

Vice President: COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret) 301-529-4301 

NE Area Vice President: Col Clyde Slick, USMC (Ret) 704-574-1261 (Marsha) 

NW Area Vice President:  Brig Gen Fran Hendricks, USAF (Ret) 703-283-3587 (Connie) 

EC Area Vice President: CDR Ken Lowe, USN (Ret) 321-474-6889 (Toni) 

MC Area Vice President: LTC Dan Hill, LTC, USA (Ret) 863-212-5036 (Josie)  
WC Area Vice President: CPT Corvelli McDaniel, USA (Fmr) 443-838-2282 (Kim) 

SE Area Vice President: COL Joe Napoli, USA (Ret) 305-298-1064 
SW Area Vice President:  COL Mike Borders, USA (Ret) 863-402-8292 (Diana) 

Secretary: COL John Murphy, USA (Ret), 904-481-9325 (Ginger) 

Treasurer:  COL Mike Schroeder, USA (Ret), 910 528-4337 (Lisa) 

Immediate Past President: COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret) 321-831-7572 (Jane) 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Budget & Finance: COL Mike Schroeder, USA (Ret), 910 528-4337 (Lisa) 

 Bylaws & Resolutions: COL Bancroft McKittrick, USMC (Ret) 603 548-6558 (Kathleen) 

Convention/Event Coordinator:  CDR Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret) 540-775-4955 (Mary) 

Communiqué Editor: CDR Randall Fiebrandt, USCG (Ret) 954-806-7854 (Joan) 

Legislative Affairs: CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret)   386-320-3283 
Florida Veterans Council: MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret) 407-221-1388   

Florida Legislative Affairs: Lt Col Steve Murray, USAF (Ret) 850-491-1092 (Beth)  

Defense State Liaison Office: CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret)   386-320-3283 

Membership: COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret) 321-831-7572 (Jane) 

Personal Affairs: COL Paul Loschiavo, USMC (Ret) 561-310-4769   

Religious Activities: COL Anthony “Tony” Clark, ARNG (Ret) 407-496-5249   

Webmaster:  Barbara Ingram, Spouse, 912-571-0063 (Bob) 
Facebook Administrator: MAJ John Kieffer, USA (Ret), 813-919-9161 

Surviving Spouse Liaison: Patricia Green, 407-774-7933     

 

To reach any of the Officers or Committee Chairs via email, please go to our Web site (Contact Us)  or     

 

 

 
 

  

The Council Communiqué is the newsletter of the Florida 
Council of Chapters (FCOC), Military Officers Association of 
America, and is published bimonthly: February, April, June, 
August, October, and December.  MOAA, its Councils and 
Chapters are non-partisan organizations. The Communiqué 
is intended for wide distribution via e-mail within the FCOC 
including Chapter Leaders and all Chapter Members in 
Florida.  Current and back issues of The Council 
Communiqué can be found at the Florida Council of 
Chapters Web Site:  http://www.flmoaa.org/news. 
 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and may 
not express the positions of FCOC or the MOAA. 

The Communiqué 
is on the web:  

http://flmoaa.org/news 

https://flmoaa.org/contact/
http://www.flmoaa.org/news
http://flmoaa.org/news

