Presi dent o

COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)

A New Year, New Opportunities, and
One Powerful Voice for MOAA in Florida!

Aswe moveintoanot her exatedr ,’
to share whatodos been
Florida Council. January was a milestone
month for our organization. With the recent
change in MOAAGs pri v\
received the MOAA membership database \
for all MOAA members residing in Florida.
This is a game-changerd it allows us to
SRS e connect with every MOAA member in our
V P Message 3 state and unite our efforts to make ONE

6 Month Calendar POWERFUL VOICE for the military and
LTS-C 5 veteran community in Florida!
Treasurero6s 8Re

SRS We also kicked off 2026 with a successful
Legislative Affairs ‘3= Leadership Training Seminar and the
FDVA ‘8 49th Annual Convention in Orlando,

S VERECRE R e wrapping up a busy month and launching
Personal Affairs 19 us into the New Year. This month, our
Surviving Spouses 22 focus nowturnstowardsu ppor ti ng MOAAGs Advocacy |

CENEREIES R gdvocacy efforts and preparing for the upcoming council leadership transition
FCoC Information, in May_

Chapters, Board &

Committee Chairs  49-53

February2026

COL Steve Bond, Florida Council
President, thanks Lt Gen Kelly for
being the Keynote Speaker at the
Council Training Seminar and
Convention.

The Power of Numbers: Amplifying our voices by 26,000 MOAA
Members

30,000, 4,000, and 36. These numbers tell the story of MOAA in Florida. We
have over 30,000 MOAA members in our state, but only about 4,000 are
members in our 36 chapters. That means 26,000 MOAA members are loosely
connected with the state council and local chapter effortsd and this year, we
are changing that.

Website
http://www.fimoaa.org/ For the first time, this newsletter is reaching all 30,000 MOAA members in

( ) y| Florida! Imagine the potential when every one of those MOAA members in
Find us on: h tate lends thei . t initiati fi . b
facebook. the state lends their voice to our initiatives supporting service members,

Submit Input to:
CDR Randall Fiebrandt,
USCG (Ret) - Editor

rfiebs1953@gmail.com Continued on next page
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veterans, and their families. Joining together, our advocacy, community service, philanthropy, and
camaraderie will be even louder, stronger and more impactful!

A Memorable Leadership Seminar and Convention

10,000, 162, and 33. These numbers highlight the exceptional event we had in Orlando, January 29™
31st. The Highlights: We hosted a Casino Night fundraiser for The MOAA Foundation, raising
$10,000 to support the outstanding work they do for our chapters and veterans throughout Florida and
the nation!

We had 162 attendees representing 33 of our 36 chapters. It was a pleasure and an honor to welcome
Lt Gen Brian Kelly, USAF (Ret), MOAA President and CEO, as our distinguished guest.

At our business meeting, we elected new council officersd CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret) as our
next CouncilPresident , COL Euni c &SA(ReL) asVieeoPreBident, & dttea Vice
Presidents, CDR Ken Lowe, USN (Ret) for the East Central Area & COL Mike Borders, USA (Ret) for
the Southwest Area. Congratulations to the incoming leadership team! They will be officially installed
during the virtual Board of Directors meeting this May and will formally begin their terms of office then.

A sincere thank you to everyone who helped make the event a success, especially all the volunteers
and our business partners. You can view presentations and photos from the event on our website:
www.FLMOAA.org/events ( see t he fAEvents Dropboxo).

Coming up: Advocacy in Action i Your Voice Matters

Our next major effort is supporting MO A A Advocacy in Action (AiA), culminating with Hill Day on April
15th. Gr assroots advocacy ilegislativesuctesseskahdimsaes wbhete yMIOA A G
participation makes a huge difference.

Her ebs wher e Wemaed avarylVEOAA member in Florida to visit
https://moaa.quorum.us/, sign up, and TAKE ACTION by contacting your representatives to let them
know you support our military, veterans, and their familiesd and that you vote!

| am proud to report that Florida leads all other states in MOAA with over 4,000 registrantsin MOA AG s
Legislative Action Centertodated but we can do even better. Letos
MOAA members to join in so we can push our collective total of 30,000 voices to aid the 1.5 million
veterans in Florida, and all the veterans, the serving military and their families across the nation!

Be sure to read GCUIMC (Rl aticlea pdgol2f edbst his year 6s |
priorities and an easy, step-by-step guide on how to register and take action in the Legislative Action
Center. Together, we can make a meaningful impactd Be an Advocate!

We are off and running for 2026--it was incredible seeing so many of you in Orlando last month. Thank
you for your dedication, energy, and continued support of our mission. Your involvement truly
strengthens MOAA and the entire veteran community here in Florida.

| f you have any questions or i dePaeskECoGP@a@amailcens.i t a

MOAA Take

Action
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ce Presi de

Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret)

Greetings Florida Council i | hope everyone stayed warm during the somewhat unusual cold
temperatures we experienced across most of the s
certainly know that | am looking forward to the return of the warmer weather we normally enjoy in

Florida year-round!

Much has occurred since the | ast issue of the Co
ourselves firmly in 2026 with the holiday season behind us, and as a Council, we have completed the
Leadership Training Seminar and Convention (LTS-C) in Orlando, 29-31 January 2026.

Speaking of the LTS-C, thank you to all who attended and thank you to all the individuals and chapters

that donated to make the event a success. Two additional LTS-C topics | want to address:

1 Giant Big Mahalos in having the trust and confidence in electing me as the next Florida Council
President. Congratulations to Eunice fANicheo
Vice President and also to the newly elected Area Vice Presidents. |, and the other newly
elected officers, will be installed into our respective elected positions this coming May. | will
work diligently with the Florida Council leadership team, Chapter Presidents, and the general
membership to continue to advance the Florida Council Mission.

1 As of the time of publishing of this newsletter, we continue to receive your thoughts and
comments regarding the recently concluded LTS-C. Once all the survey feedback information is
received, we will review your comments, analyze the information, and report the findings in the
April Communiqued. While the feedback process
beginning to emerge. Your feedback will shape future events and is critical to make these
events a success.

Thank you all for your selfless sacrifices and never-ending support. If you have any questions or
comments, | can be contacted at vpfcoc@gmail.com.

Let me know whatdos on your mind! V/r, Tony
II I I NEVER STOP SERVING

MOAA Take

Action
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Florida Council of Chapters Events Calendar

Upcoming Council Events - Tentative dates/times (Eastern)
Bold shows Required FCoC Participation & Chapter Representation

Feb 23: MOAA 97th Anniversary

26 Feb: MOAA Roundtable, Committee Module/NRT, 7 PM EST

4 Mar, Virtual Leadership Workshop for New Leaders, 10:30-4:30p EDT

26 Mar: MOAA Roundtable, Advocacy in Action Logistics, 7 PM EDT

13-16 Apr: MOAA Advocacy in Action (AiA) Week

23 Apr: MOAA Roundtable, Chapter Dues Pay Portal, 7 PM EDT

9 May: Spring Virtual Board of Directors Meeting (New Officer Installation)
14 May: MOAA Roundtable, Chapter Visit and Awards Program, 7 PM EDT
25 Jun: MOAA Roundtable, General Counsel Issues, 7 PM EDT

23 Jul: MOAA Roundtable, Recruiting and Retention, 7 PM EDT

14 Aug: Virtual Leadership Workshop for Experienced Leaders, 10:30-4:30p EDT

l"l SAVE THE DATES!
MOAA
Military Officers Association of America

Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC)

Leadership Training Seminar
11-14 March 2027

Rosen Centre Hotel | Orlando, Florida

MOAA Take

Action
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FCoC Hosts 49th Annual Convention--Camaraderie with a Purpose!

The Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) held its annual Leadership Training Seminar and 49th Annual
Convention from January 2971 31, 2026, at the Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando. The event brought
together MOAA chapter leaders and members from across Florida for leadership development,
training, council business, and fellowship.

A total of 163 attendees participated, represent
also welcomed leaders from MOAA National, including Lt. Gen. Brian Kelly, USAF (Ret.), MOAA

President and CEO, and his wife, Garrity; CAPT Frank Michael, Senior Director for Affiliated Councils

and Chapters; Lauren Walters, Development Director for MOAA Charities; and others. Guests from

the Georgia and Tennessee councils also joined the event.

Participants attended a full slate of workshops and seminars tailored to MOAA member interests,
along with the Council ds Annual Business Meeting
installed into their new positions in May, and a memorial service to remember those we lost in 2025.

The convention also featured the presentation of awards recognizing outstanding service by chapter

and council leaders and concluded with a military-themed Dining Out.

A major highlight of the
convention was a casino-
themed fundraiser benefiting
The MOAA Foundation. The
Casino Night event raised more
than $10,000 in support of
veterans and military families in
Florida and nationwide. In this
photo, the Florida Council
leaders present a $10,000
check to Lauren Walters of
MOAA Charities and Lt Gen
Kelly on behalf of the Florida
Council and its 36 MOAA
chapters. (LT R): COL Steve
Bond, USA (Ret), Council
President; COL Tom Wagner,
USA (Ret), Casino Night Chair;
Lauren Walters; Lt Gen Kelly;
CAPT Pat Kluever, USN (Ret), Immediate Past President and Chairman; and CAPT Tony LaVecchia,
USN (Ret), Council Vice President.

AWhen we tCarhakadeadmwithuatPurpose, t hi s i s exactly what we
Bond, USA (Ret.), PresidentoftheFlor i da Counci | of Chapters. AThi s
entirely by the council leadershipd all volunteersd and | cannot thank them enough for their dedication
and hard work. o

MOAA Take

Action
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See all the convention photos & presentation charts at: www.flmoaa.org/events (EVENTS DROP BOX)

MOAA Take

Action
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A Salute to our Leadership Training

Seminar & Convention Business Partners!

Patrons
FLEET
TANNG [[[IMoAA w5/
'J United Veterans
Healthcare Healthcare

Awards Dinner & Casino Night Sponsors

""5}%@,@ United Concordia l"lmg%A
dental

o G E H A Py O 3 CRUISE PLANNERS'
Assoclation

Vendor Table Sponsors & Gift Baskets

NAVY & RS
§l§ FEDERAL N
USAA® Credit Union AAFMAA
Humana dr@g sinc

Military

NP % CRUISE PLANNERS %mzmsavnu

MYWARRIOR'SPLACE

Thank You!

MOAA Take
Action
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NS Treasurer 8¢

- COL Mike Schroeder, USA (Ret), Treasu rer

REMINDER: Annual Chapter Dues

As we continue another productive year supporting the mission of the
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) across Florida, this is a
friendly reminder to all chapters regarding their annual dues obligation to
the Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC). We also extend our sincere thanks
to the chapters that have already submitted their duesd your prompt

| response is greatly appreciated.

Annual Dues Requirement

In accordance with Article X, Section I11(C) of the FCOC Bylaws, each Florida MOAA Chapter is

required to remit annual dues no later than March 1. The Administrative Procedures Manual (APM)
specifies that chapter dues are calculated at $0
membership as of December 31 of the preceding year. This total includes regular and surviving

spouse members, both annual and life.

Where to Send Payments

Please send your completed dues notice form along with a checkd p ay a b IFEoCtofdMOAA® to
the address below (click here to download the dues form):

FCoC of MOAA

Attn: Mike Schroeder i Treasurer

P.O. Box 254305

Patrick AFB, FL 32925

Or, to make an online dues payment safely and conveniently, please visit our secure donation portal
hosted by Zeffy: Click here to pay via Zeffy.

Your Chapter President should have received the annual dues memorandum from the FCoC
President, along with your ohapsterétcl eareéenin miea
Module. If this number differs from your records, please note the corrected total on the dues form you
submit.

Thank you for your continued support and for helping keep the Florida Council of Chapters strong,
unified,and ef fective Iin advocating for Floridads vet

MOAA Take

Continued on next page
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Year-End Close: Post-Close Compliance Reminders for Florida Nonprofits

With the calendar year now closed, Florida nonprofit organizations should take a moment to confirm
that their year-end compliance requirements are complete and on track. This is particularly
important for 501(c)(19) veterans organizations and 501(c)(3) charitable organizations, which are
subject to both federal and state reporting obligations to remain in good standing.

At the federal level, all tax-exempt nonprofits must file an annual information return with the IRS. The
required form depends on the organizationds si ze

T Form 99071 Required for larger organizations; provides detailed financial, governance, and
program information.
More information: https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-990

T Form 990-EZi A short-form return available to organizations with gross receipts under
$200,000 and total assets under $500,000.
More information: https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-990

T Form 990-N (e-Postcard) i For organizations with gross receipts normally $50,000 or less;
filed electronically only.
Filing details: https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/annual-electronic-filing-requirement-for-
small-exempt-organizations-form-990-n-e-postcard

These returns are generally due by the 15th day of the fifth month after the end of the fiscal year
(May 15 for calendar-year organizations). Failure to file the required return for three consecutive
years results in automatic revocation of tax-exempt status.

For IRS assistance with exempt organization filings:
877-829-5500 | https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits

At the state level, Florida nonprofits should confirm compliance with the following agencies:

Florida Department of State i Division of Corporations
All Florida nonprofit corporations must file an Annual Report each year to maintain active status. This
filing updates officer, director, and registered agent information and is due by May 1.
https://dos.fl.gov/sunbiz
850-245-6000 (General) | 850-245-6059 (Corporations)

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS)
Organizations that solicit contributions in Florida may be required to maintain an active Charitable
Solicitation Registration, unless a statutory exemption applies. This registration must be renewed
annually.

https://www.fdacs.gov/business-services/solicitation-of-contributions

1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352)

Florida Sales and Use Tax Considerations
While many nonprofits are exempt from federal income tax, that exemption does not automatically
exempt organizations from Florida sales and use tax obligations. Nonprofits that sell taxable

MOAA Take

Continued on next page
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itemsd such as merchandise, meals, or event-related goodsd may be required to register with the
Florida Department of Revenue, collect sales tax, and file periodic sales tax returns, unless a
specific statutory exemption applies. Filing frequency varies based on activity level.

More information on nonprofit sales tax responsibilities can be found at:
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/businesses/Pages/nonprofit.aspx
850-488-6800

Now that year-end books are closed, this is an ideal time to perform a post-close compliance
review. As a best practice, organizations are encouraged to have a disinterested party (someone not
involved in day-to-day financial operations) conduct an annual financial review. This added oversight
strengthens transparency, reinforces internal controls, and supports sound governance.

For a practical starting point, a year-end close and compliance checklist is available in the Florida
Council of Chapters Treasur er 6 s Cont i natihé fgllowing knk: rClick Here dontise
FCOC Treasurerb6s Continuity Instructions

A short compliance check now can help avoid penalties, lapses in status, and administrative
challenges laterd allowing your organization to stay focused on its mission throughout the year ahead.

Very Respectfully,

Mike Schroeder

Treasurer, Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC)
Fcoctreasurer25@gmail.com

!!H The Florida Council
Social Media Channels

@ MOAA Florida Council of Chapters
Linkedffi] @ MOAA-Florida-Council-of-Chapters
r@ Instagram @ FloridaCouncilofChaptersMOAA

2 Youlube @ FloridaCouncilofChapters
www.FLMOAA.org
Be sure to Follow and Like Us!

February Quizz. Di d you know that there once was a fiNava
it?

Read entirely through The Communi quedé to find the answer.

MOAA Take

Action
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Chapl ai nds

By CH (COL) Anthony P. "Tony" Clark, ARNG (Ret)

As | write this, the Opening Ceremony f
only a few hours away. For the next se\
that | do neguiWwatchaensa downhill skii-r
course, curling | watch because the Ol
examples of international competition ¢
victory and the agony of defeat.
At hletem across the globe have the honor of repr
Regi onal rivalries (like the Tampa Bay Lightning
and we cheer for the fl ag,orchNaantti olhad AHoO clk eSy AL e aag
wearing the red, white, and blue. Yes, this Tamps:
while he skates for Team USA instead of the | oat!
Whil e surfing the web fhdrst®@Ilryympilc hiapfpemmat iupro na
Excell ence, Respect, and Friendshi pd web dihtee | mdtee

The original [ Ol yfimpcolr a@kpurgessfeareviee htuoma il edried roipt y
har mboGQwer thewg,have evolved and are now expressec
as:

T Striverget bammdce ncouraging people to be the be

T Demonstradgpiemt many di fferent manners: respect
opponehnet se,nvti ronment, the public, etc.

T Cel ebrfatiiemgdsWwhipch is quite unidae teenhet @lay m
people together every few years.

Striving or searching for excellence can be a tr
recational gol fer. That pursuit of excellence ca
fe x c el dwd rfpheer f edPteird reicwiitommout f |l aw, -masthbh&eobbai ped
aspects of 1ife: 100% cormaéett pohchejmarn the @bwa gnahmen o
runs, no hits, no wal ks, and no errors.

The pursuit of perfection and the search for |if
profoundly disappoint us. | hakvemasreye na trhan cdra sweor
because the chase, the pursuit, the search is no
without mistake, flaw, or error day after day, m
The search for excel Iceamnc eb,e can stuhse adtnhaebrl endnd,el on
search for excellence can be sustainabl e because
our | ife and becoming the best version of oursel
and how we interact with the people and circumst
year after year.
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't can al so be s u gttuasitnoaeb zee |Ibleecracues ef ome our ci r c ums
l'ife. An excell entmpIlKe,t iwiel If omre vmer, rfi®v atle xraee wcoor Vv edr
di st ancebK Butmemy over a succession of months, ca
i mprovement through my training, nutrition, hydr
At the end ofi ameasiegr, @ preocd ewitt hout err ooExcfell dw na
on the ot her iANeas dt,® desgkrss iuassn of you Gdeveersi ohaof yyg
how can you i m@roee si oomoofowou?

CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret), Legislative Chair

MOAA Legislative Update:
Read about the latest MOAA

Advocacy News and Calls- to-Action l I
here
Take Action Now! II
MOAA

https://moaa.quorum.us/

Keeping Florida #1 in Advocacy

Florida leads the nation in MOAA advocacy 8 and we're not letting up. As mentioned during the
LTS-C, one of the new areas scoring will be chapter interaction with the Legislative Action Center. It
has been mentioned that the judges are seeking to see if a chapter has a 10% increase in registered
advocates in a year.

Our goal is clear: Keep Florida at the top. Your participation matters. Your commitment
matters. Every click, every letter, every action taken strengthens Florida's position. Let's finish
strong and lead by example.

"Florida's MOAA chapters showed strong overall growth in the Legislative Action Center, with total
registered advocates increasing by 18% across the stated from 3,491 at the end of Q1 to 4,115 by
year-end."

The compiled report of Chapter % of participants are located in our new Florida Legislative
drive>>FCoC LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

MOAA Take

- Continued on next page
Action
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| Listened to You

Following the 49th Annual MOAA Leadership and Training Conference, a centralized Florida Council
Resource Hub provides quarterly engagement reports, Congressional profiles for Florida's delegation,
and reference materials for advocacy planning. At the Leadership Training Seminar and Conference
(LTS-C), members emphasized the need to strengthen our advocacy efforts in several key areas.
Here's how we've responded:

You asked for sample advocacy letters to make contacting lawmakers easier 8 the FCoC
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION now includes ready-to-send templates you can customize.

You requested new tutorial videos covering: a) how to register, b) an example of tracking a specific
bill, and c) a comprehensive overview that encompasses the entire process. While we have a VIDEO
on our YouTube channel, the new tutorials are coming soon, however, they were not available for this
edition.

You wanted a Legislative Action Card to guide members through the advocacy process d this
resource is now available. Follow the link Legislative Action Card to access it.

- - -~ A
Legislative @Eﬁ?i
Action Center P TS
Card OERs
TAKE ACTION!
GROUND ZERO STEP 4
Open your browser and go to www.moaa.org Browse the list and choose a campaign you

support *IF responding to a "Take Action”
Alert, the campaign will appear on screen.

[x]

"

iy

b

A

STEP 1
Click Log In and enter your MOAA username and STEP 5
password *IF this is your first time, you must Review the pre-written message and
enter correct address that is displayed in the personalize if desired
box that is shown.*
STEP 6
STEP 2 Click Send to submit your message to Congress
From the top menu, click Advocacy
STEP 7
STEP 3 Look for the confirmation screen — your action is
Select Legislative Action Center from the complete

dropdown
*IMPORTANT: Make sure cookies are enabled in your browser or the site may not load properly.

NEVER STOP SERVING

You asked for real-time access to cosponsor lists on priority bills so you can track Florida delegation
support 8 this information will now tracked, updated regularly as high priority bills are mention through
our Legislative Action Center.

You requested Committee Assignments for our Florida congressional delegation to better target
advocacy efforts 8 these profiles are now part of the resource hub.

We've also created a Google Drive to store important legislative information and resources in one
accessible location. Access it here:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JJyJ7Ha6xAnUax7E9HcinTU4K9Jjzzxo?usp=sharing

MOAA Take

Continued on next page
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Continuing Resolution: The Current State of Play

As of early February 2026, following a partial government shutdown that began January 31, federal
funding has largely stabilized. On February 3, President Trump signed the Consolidated
Appropriations Act (H.R. 7148) into law, providing full-year FY 2026 appropriations through September
30 for most agencies, including the Department of Defense. This ends the extended uncertainty for
military pay, benefits, and readiness under the prior continuing resolution (which had expired January
30 after funding certain agencies at FY 2025 levels).

However, the Department of Homeland Security (including the Coast Guard) remains under a short-
term continuing resolution through February 13, 2026, at FY 2025 levels. This creates ongoing
uncertainty for Coast Guard service members and families, as well as potential ripple effects on
related operations.

While continuing resolutions prevent full shutdowns in the short term, they historically create chronic
uncertainty, impede long-term planning and readiness, and delay critical decisions affecting service
members and families. MOAA advocates strongly for an end to reliance on short-term CRs 0 stable,
full-year funding is essential to ensure service members are paid on time, families are supported,
readiness is maintained, and the military can effectively execute its mission without disruption.

MOAA's Five Leqgislative Priorities for 2026

Each priority below includes a direct link to the MOAA Legislative Action Center. Click the link to read
full details and send messages to your lawmakers in under 60 seconds.

Priority #1: Shutdown Fairness Act (S. 3168)

Ensures service members continue receiving pay during government funding lapses. Florida
Cosponsor: Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL) has been a strong advocate for protecting military pay during
shutdowns.

3 TAKE ACTION HERE

Priority #2: Work Opportunity Tax Credit Act (H.R. 6231 | S. 3265)

Modernizes tax credits for employers who hire veterans and adds military spouses as a targeted
group. Florida Cosponsors: Sen. Rick Scott and Sen. Ashley Moody support the Military Spouse
Hiring Act (S. 596), a key component.

3 TAKE ACTION HERE

Priority #3: GUARD VA Benefits Act (H.R. 1732)

Reinstates criminal penalties for unaccredited representatives who charge unauthorized fees for VA
disability claims assistance. Protects veterans from predatory practices.

3 Campaign Coming Soon

Priority #4: Military CARE Act (H.R. 6796)

Establishes a digital platform for TRICARE beneficiaries to report access barriers at Military Treatment
Facilities. Increases transparency and accountability in the military health system.

3 TAKE ACTION HERE

MOAA Take
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Priority #5: Veteran Caregiver R3 Act (H.R. 2148 | S. 879)

Expands health care coverage and career transition support for veteran caregivers. Provides extended
medical coverage, employment assistance, and retirement planning services.

3 TAKE ACTION HERE

Your Quick Action Checklist

Taking action is simple. Each click takes less than 60 seconds and directly contributes to Florida's
national leadership in advocacy. Check off each priority as you complete it:

Shutdown Fairness Act i Send Message

Work Opportunity Tax Credit Act i Send Message
GUARD VA Benefits Act 1 Campaign Coming Soon
Military CARE Act 1 Send Message

Veteran Caregiver R3 Act i Send Message

FLORIDA ADVOCACY IS THE GOLD STANDARD!

Legislative Affairgmore)

Lt Col Bob Bienvenu e, USAF (Ret)

Florida Leqislature to Consider 7 Bills to
Enhance the Quality-of-Life for Military Families
(assigned in the state)

The Regional Defense-State Legislative Office Representative for Florida, Samantha Slivey, met last
year with several legislators and members of Florida Defense Alliance Military Family Support
Working Group to find sponsors for 4 Occupational Licensure Interstate Compact bills and for bills to
establish Concurrent State/Federal Jurisdiction for Juvenile offenders.

The DSLO website has detailed Discussion Papers and other background information on both of these
important issues. Please read these documents to fully understand the impact of these issues on
Military Families assigned in Florida and the remedies for them.

Occupational Licensure Interstate Compacts
Concurrent Juvenile Jurisdiction Discussion Points

MOAA Take
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The Florida Council game plan requesting support from the 51 Representatives and 17 Senators in the
Florida Legislature that serve on committees overseeing the specific bills is described in detail in a
document presented at the LTC/C. You can find it at www.flmoaa.org/events (EVENTS DROP BOX)
eFCoC Convention 2026 é Presentations. ltés the
Specifically you will find:
1 A listing of the pending bills in both the House and Senate, their sponsors and the members of
the assigned Committees
1 District Number and geographical descriptions of those locales for each member
1 Suggested messages to send to
0 Senate Committee Members and the Senate Bill Sponsors
0 House Committee Members and the House Bill Sponsors

Please join this unique state level legislative advocacy effort by sending those messages
and/or calling both the Tallahassee and local offices of those members urging their support.

NOTE:

1 The three committees in the House for HB 013 have met and each has voted unanimously for
passage. Send a message of thanks for that to those committee members and to urge
their continued support for the floor vote
Next, the Bill will be brought to the floor of the House for a vote on final passage.

You can tailor the House Committee members draft message found in the handout package to
send to the other 68 members in the House to urge their support.

E

You can find the status on all 11 of the DSLO Priorities in Florida here:
Florida Military Leqgislation & Policies | Military State Policy
Click on the priority listing to see the details on prior bills that have been enacted.

Florida Department of
Veterans Affairs Update

Lt Col R. Steven Murray, USAF (Ret.)
Communications Director, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs

FLORIDA VETERANS'
The 2026 editionoftheFl or i da Vet e BENEFITS GU|DE

Benefits Guide is now available for shipping.
Order your individual or bulk copies today. For

details, visit: www.FloridaVets.org and click on '
AfBenefits Guide. o NOW AVAILABLE!

FDVA is proud to announce
the updated 2026 version of the
Florida Veterans' Benefits Guide.

MOAA Take

Action
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Florida Veterans Council Update

MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret), FCoC Committee C hair
Florida Veterans Council

Veterans Service Offices

| 6d |li ke to share with our 37 Chapter Presidents
local County Veteran Service Office (CVSO) and if you have one, a Florida Department of Veterans

Affairs (FDVA) VSO. When | 6 m as ked how,faniy nmemdernor sarviving dp@iseann

need, my first line of defense is to steer the veteran to a VSO. Both agencies are VA accredited to

assist our veterans, families and surviving spouses. They provide a wealth of knowledge not only on
military benefits that the Federal or State offer, but they are also tied in with many Non-Government
Organi zations (NGOO6s) -Rudiitd/SQseGodorwavw.fldridavedsmodylayd No n
download a list of all Florida locations for CVSO and FDVA VSOs to discover who is closest to your
Chapter.

For CVSO locations go to:
https://floridavets.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/CVSO-Directory-Jan-2026.pdf
For FDVA VSO locations go to:
https://floridavets.org/locations/state-veterans-service-officer-sites/

| encourage you to invite either a CVSO or a FDVA VSO to one of your Chapter meetings to hear

valuable information that every member of your Chapter will take something away with. Here is an
extract from this monthds Centr al Furoewdletee Chapt e
Alnita Whitt is the Director of the Orange County Veterans Services Office. The website

is http://ocfl.net. To get directly into the Veterans Service Office:
https://www.ocfl.net/CommunityFamilyServices/CitizenResourceOutreach/VeteransServices.aspx

The Orange County Veterans Services Office assists with benefits claims for veterans, their eligible
family and surviving spouses. In full support of the Ma v o Veteisins Advisory Council, the Office also
serves as the primary contact for residents to learn about and receive Veteran resources and services.

CLAIM BENEFITS
Let us help claim the benefits you've earned including:

Medical care

Vocational training

Financial assistance (eligibility based on income and assets)
Special benefits programs

Compensation for service related injury/disease

=A =4 =4 =4 4

MOAA Take

Continued on next page

Action



https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
http://www.floridavets.org/
https://floridavets.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/CVSO-Directory-Jan-2026.pdf
https://floridavets.org/locations/state-veterans-service-officer-sites/
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Focfl.net%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cadae520996254da44d3908de6419f529%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639058259821022805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y4GWQMb3qYnLCTPOgHs0EKGfCcdd97c%2FGJRfKbzjc1g%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ocfl.net%2FCommunityFamilyServices%2FCitizenResourceOutreach%2FVeteransServices.aspx&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cadae520996254da44d3908de6419f529%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639058259821041017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SDhj7jGOdaQO9uzxy0ce3JqeJivOfZ6ZRDs0DS7Ldpk%3D&reserved=0
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WHAT WE DO

Referrals to other agencies

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 -4

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE?
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Assist with filing claims for benefits and appeals

Counsel on currently available VA benefits

Assist with obtaining military records/medals

Advocate on veterans-related issues at the state and national level

Assist with benefit plan applications for retired military survivors
Community outreach and educational forums on behalf of or for veterans

T Must be a Veteran or dependent as defined under Title 38 US Code
1 We encourage anyone with military or veteran related questions to contact our office for more

information about our services

Office Hours: Call (407-836-8990) for operating hours and details on the Veterans Services location
nearest you. Clients are seen on a first-come, first served, walk-in basis only.

Lt Col Clarence Gagni, USAF
(Ret), Pat Green, Major Holland,
Ricky Turner

On Monday night Feb 2" (the day after the LTS-C in
Orlando), the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs

. (FDVA) & Florida Veterans Council (FVC) participated in a

Meet & Greet with Florida Veteran Legislators in
Tallahassee. Pat Green and Lorraine Holland attended from
the Central Florida MOAA Chapter.

On Tuesday February 3rd, in the Capitol Rotunda, the
MOAA Tallahassee Chapter participated in the Military and
Veteran's Appreciation Day. Pat and Lorraine supported the
Chapter and they attended the Florida Department of
Veterans Affairs (FDVA) & Florida Veterans Council (FVC)
meeting. FDVA Exec Dir MG Hartsell, USA (Ret) was in

; attendance and Pat Green gave a short presentation to the

council on the importance of remembering Surviving
Spouses when helping Veterans and their families.

MOAA Take

Action
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Personal Affairs

COL Paul Loschiavo, USMCR (Ret)

Taxability of Social Security

Over the | ast year or so, weobve heard
no longer taxable! o(Ummmmmé . |l hate to bust your
quite as if every SS recipient now receives Social Security on a tax free

basi s. (roettl call Social Security ASS0O for the

For 2025, all of the rules pertaining to the taxability of SS remain the same with respect to income.
You add your Adjusted Gross Income, plus non-taxable interest, plus 1/2 of your SS. If that number

(now called Acombined incomeo) exceeds certain t
or85%t axabl e. For a couple that receives greater
their SS is taxable. For single filers and heads-of-househol ds, the thresdtadl ds

very high threshold, especially for a 65 year old retired military officer drawing retired pay.

The thing the fA0One Big Beauti ful B i Idédactiod forasinglk o f
SS recipient and $12,000 for a couple.

Of course, both these numbers start to phase out at about $75,000 income for an individual or
$150,000 for a couple. Basically, these deductions start going away as your income increases.

|l n ot her wor dsliénited-imcomegphe onpad rey mi ght see their incor
unlikely that many people reading this piece will see a dramatic or even noticeable drop in federal
i ncome taxes for 2025 becautsaex aibSoec.ical Security i

Basically, the only people who will see this benefit are not paying much in income taxes fn the first
place. Oh, well.

One more caveat: connect with your tax preparer for your personal situation.

And a reminder: 2026 is a new tax year. If you are 73 or older and have a retirement account, you

need to do your fARequired Mini mum Di st r itofesearchn 0
on this subject, | 6ve never found anything defin
earlier in the year. It simply makes no tax or investment difference one way or the other. The IRS

may have reduced the penalty for failure to do it on time to 25% of the required amount (plus the
taxesé), but thereds just no good reason to wait

|l t6s one of those things that you just have to d

Stuff happens. People have health events. Investment firms and banks merge and go out of
busi ness. The internet goes down. Once you hav

As Larry the @hHh!| e&e@uy onaeys i

MOAA Take
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Proud to offer

' you and your

~ family quality
dental coverage

That'’s the Benefit of Blue.
& § gucsroaw FEP Dental”

bcbsfepdental.com

§\, Exclusively Serving Veterans And
N Military Families Like Yours.
ﬁ
Experience Unparalleled Personal Service From

a Team of Seasoned Financial Professionals

- Focused Solely on the
Military Community.

Richard Proctor (689) 777-0465
Relationship Manager rproctor@aafmaa.com

AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust
FINANCIAL PLANNING - INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT - TRUST SERVICES

@aafmaatrustcom [D.'aaafmaatrust @ngawm&t fc'ieaafmaa_trust

MOAA Take
Action
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MOAA Florida Friends and Family Cruises

Sponsored by the Florida Council - Choose from two cruises

2026 Holiday Markets River Cruise « 2027 Caribbean Luxury Yacht Cruise

INCREASE THE FUN FACTOR: Being surrounded by like-minded people allows you to share
experiences and create new memories together. Group travel also makes it easy to meet people
and form new friendships with others who are just as passionate about travel and who bring

experiences similar to your own. As an added bonus, you’ll save money too.

7-night Christmas Markets on the
Danube with Viking Cruises

December 11-18, 2026
Riverview from $3,674

Balcony from $4,374

MOAA Amenities/Savings
e $125 off per person
e $100 per person Onboard Credit

AUSTRIA Budapest,

’ HUNGARY

SLOVENIA
—— Cruise -

CROATIA
> Overnight in Port Llubllnm —

7-night Vibes of the Virgin Islands
Luxury Yacht Cruise

February 20-27, 2027
Oceanview from $3,995

Balcony Suite from $5,445

MOAA Amenities/Savings
e $200 off per person
e $125 per person Onboard Credit
e $300 discount for Military Service

Saint John
\ Virgin Gorda Sandy
N\ei /o BRITISH VIRGIN Ground )
ISLANDS ; ANGUILLA
SAINT MARTIN
Gustavia

Saint
Thomas

US VIRGIN
ISLANDS

Island Philipsburg

SAINT-
BARTHELEMY

wnbbean Sea

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES from The Official Travel Agency of MOAA

l" MOAA Toll-Free Telephone: 1-800-211-5107

VACATIONS

Email Address:

mail@MOAAvac.com

For complete details, including detailed day-by-day itinerary, please visit us online

MOAA Take

Action
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Surviving Spouse Cornel

Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison

Net works and Friendships

At our | ast Surviving Spotulsee AWbvji sotr y

communi cations came up. S o me ; omehnebresr s
embraced Linkedln, a text trail, or e
them all depending on the size of the
needefcdari omn peerissarsal con

e means of communication remains a tel
d friend. A memory shared or a | augh e:
n fami ands caeradt@ogdefati emdsj tutions a

g
teraction between Chapter members pro
hare experiences.

t returned from my anvneunatli oGho.u n cAtl alne aedv
he connection of shared experi ens etshen
nged, the appreciation of each member

r sh aatn da tstteanfdf. t It was an experience tha
il and Chapter create a cohesive netwo
r friendships to flourish.

d affinityurshOhid pit dre. prTalcd i €Cheap liani ry oan c
rve as a personal outreach to each mem
member who | ives alone and has no | oca

o exaghavndd a& agrhe ataiy. I t dodaudd NMoea misnh g
response. The greeter and responder s
nt that the greeting is not returned.

one Cdatpakrsudhlata hmrsogmam. They call [
di scussion point for your next meeting

Chapter should have a |ist of emergenc
| at a meeiteinncge.d tlwop esristounaat!liloyn se xwpheerr e t
u l

aring. Keep advocating! MKeveer | 8t ¢dqo.u S«
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Proud sponsor of the MOAA Florida Council of Chapters
Leadership Training Seminar & 49*" Annual Convention

< GRUISE PLANNERS MOAA Life Member

| . : .
N8 YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS Historic Mayport Chapter Member
Www.GoNavyTravel.com Dan@GoNavyTravel.com
' ' 540-479-8317

Enter to WINI
A European River Cruise or Guided Land Tour
for two (2) .. ik

i ey
o

Enter to WINI
An African Travel Safari for two (2)

https://www.GoNavyTravel.com/contest

Help us celebrate 20 years in business by joining us!
June 4" - 11", 2026 Paris & Normandy River Cruise

CAUDEBEC-EN-CAUX I -

LE HAVRE

ROUEN -
pRLERE £, LES ANDELYS E L g
Normandy < ® AUVERS-SUR- OISE

Beaches

VERNON

.
PAYS D'AUGE

https //www GoNavyTravel.com/group/ParisNormandy

* Must use Cruies Planners-GoNavyTravel.com for booking.
* Pneing based on double occupancy Includes 'axes Solo ravelers have a single supplement
FL ST#30068 - CST# 2034468-60 - HST# TAR-7058 - WA ST# 603-399-504

MOAA Take
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FLEET
TANDING
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More time with friends. More ways to stay active. More moments to enjoy .
the lifestyle you've earned. For 35 years, Fleet Landing in Atlantic Beach has
opened the door to what matters most for seniors in Northeast Florida. Now,
with the addition of Fleet Landing at Nocatee, we are opening even more
doors. Discover an elevated lifestyle, meanjngful:connéctions, “and the peacd
of mind only a Life Plan Community tan provide.

Visit FleetLanding.com or call 877-915-0378 to learn more.

FCNMOAA 26-88145

MOAA Take
Action
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Florida Council of Chaj

Kingdom éthe SurChapter

LTC Carolyn A. Smith, USA (Ret)

Marion County Veteran Inducted into Florida Veterans Hall of Fame

When Kingdom of the Sun Chapter member Captain Steve Petty, USA (Ret) relocated to Ocala,
Florida four years ago, little did he imagine the path his life would take. As a helicopter pilot and
Vietnam veteran, Petty knew first-hand what it meant to serve. Believing that every veteran should
be honored even in death, he joined the Marion County Memorial Honor Guard.

Another Honor Guard member, who had
served in the Marine Corps, started having
stomach pains. The VA clinic gave him pills
and other medication for indigestion. One day
the pain was so severe, he was admitted to
the VA Hospital. Two weeks later he died of
cancer.

Profoundly affected by the death of his friend,
Petty started looking for an agency that could
do early detection of
came across GRAIL, a company that offered a
multi-cancer early detection test called Galleri,
which detects multiple types of cancer through a single CAPT Steve Petty, USA Ret)

blood draw. The problem was that the test was very

expensive, and only two VA hospitals in Florida were participating in it through a reflection study.

Petty and Bob Levenson, a Marine Corps veteran, started a local organization they call Vet
Resource Center, Inc., a 501 (c) (3) agency to coordinate GRAIL testing and other veteran services.
They raised $750,000.00 so that the $949 test could be administered free of charge to veterans in
Marion County.

Petty contacted the GRAIL group and negotiated a contract with them to perform the tests for
veterans anywhere in the United States. Using a volunteer veteran trained in blood drawing they
began collecting samples for testing. Since then, over 700 veterans have been tested at no cost to
them, with over 400 remaining to be tested. Lung, pancreatic/bile duct, lymphoma, prostate, colon,
and throat cancers have been detected and treatment started.

Petty and Levenson hold monthly AVeteran Boot Ca
Marion County, which provides a spacious venue for these briefings that focus on available

Continued on next page
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veteransd health and other services in Marion Co
From their office collocated with SMA Beacon Point health care, Petty and Levenson continue to

work in conjunction with local health care agencies to implement more prevention programs,

especially for elderly veterans and senior citizens in general. Their web page,

vetresourcecenter.com provides 600 links to other web sites that offer detailed information about

numerous programs available to veterans.

City and county officials have been helpful in assisting where needed. One official was so

impressed with their work, that last year he nominated CPT Steve Petty for the Florida Veterans

Hall of Fame. In a recent ceremony in Tallahassee, Petty was among five veterans to be inducted.

Al am deeply honored, 0 he says, fAbut just want w
working every day to improve longevity,t hat i s the greatest reward. o

Petty is the second Marion County veteran and MOAA member to achieve this honor, which Florida

started in 2013. The first was COL Craig Ham (U.S. Army, retired) in 2023. Both men continue to
|l ive daily by the MOAA motto to ANever stop serv

MGJames L Dozier Lee Coast Chapt

Fred Bondurant

At the January meeting, the Last Roll Call Ceremony was conducted by Tim Moore, Fred Bondurant
and Shawn Stilley.

Seven chapter members who have passed were honored: Paul H. Jones, Lieutenant Commander,
USN, Brian Boyd, Manor, USA., Dr. Ricard H. Davis, Major, USAF, Robert E. Wimbush, Lieutenant
Junior Grade, USN, Dr. Lynn W. Boynton, Captain, USAF, Eugene W. Pittenger, Lieutenant
Colonel, USAF and Gerald V. Parkhurst, Lieutenant Colonel, USA

Find & Join a

Continued on next page
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Chapter Officers for the coming year
were installed by Fred Bondurant. The
officers are: Tim Moore, Vice President,
Shawn Stilley, President and Cathy
Moore, Treasurer. (not pictured, Eryka
Aptaker, Secretary)

CapeCanaveralChapter

John Franco , MOAACC Media Relations

MOAACC member named Burrell Coll ege of Os
t he Year

The Burrelfl OZdleloegpge ha ¢ Medi ci M
FIl orida) named Lillian McBee, er a
Uu. S. Navy |l ieutenant, as the of O
(DO) of the Year. The award B Ot i 0l
|l eadership, service, ancaodpmr dfigs ng o
medi cal student s.

Lillian is currentl eM1erIobIquerd

campus through the Navy Heal't gi a
(HSCP), a scholarship progra i na
to students pursuing heaflotrh cfa c ha
service as commissioned offic i cin
graduation, she will return t /w a
BCOM FIl& rMedlabour ne campus cur | oy W o lite
students preparing for careers as military physi

The dSetnut DO of the Year distinction is awarded to
beyond the expectations of the average osteopath
peers and selected by an awards consntiutdteenet sf.r onL ial

Find & Join a
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recognized for her | eadership,
and high standards of professio

As BCOM &I| 8tudaent DO of the Year ad:
consideration as the NationadalheSt he
national honor i s presented by Os
Government Presidents (COSGP), : h e
Association of Colleges of Ost ec ne
Lillian is a native of& Miagi ee I che
bi ology from Stanford Universit he
Navy Surface Warfare Officer th rve
Corps at the University of Calif ey.
CAPT SteveUSMetltk, C
President teervde B@EARE( R
Fl orida Council Presi
at the Burrell C
|l n Memori am, Maj or George Rosenfield, USA

The followingisacondensed version of MOAACCG6s biographica
died recently at 100.

George Rosenfield entered t&S
and was assi §Medntai hh®i ¢Ds
trooper in ltaly. Foleldowi n
Syracuse University and gr a/f®
forestry and commi ssioned t|/§
deployed to the Pusan Perim;

Engineer. He retired as a
di stinguished career as a (gine
NASA and missile programs. 4
recipients of the prestigio
groundbreaking work in Phot|
played a vital role in the
program

A dedicated MOAA Life Member, George remained active
in MOAACC events for many years. He was a committed
goal-setter and proudly achieved his long-held ambition of
reaching 100 years of age.

The picture is one from his 100™ birthday party taken with
two of his close friends, Gloria Makowski and Amir Pishdad Sr. The combined ages of these three
very young at heart, active MOAACC members is almost 290 years.

Find & Join a
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[ [MOAK

CHARITIES
MOAA Charities supports the uniformed service community through every season
of life. Our impactful programs offer financial assistance, education, and resources
to servicemembers and veterans — all ranks and all branches — and their families.

B

Northwest Florida [ I
Military Officers Association

CRISIS RELIEF PROGRAM. Immediate, compassionate COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM: Grants and
financial assistance for uniformed service personnel and resources that empower MOAA councils and chapters to
veterans and their families facing unexpected hardship  deliver high-impact, local support to uniformed service
or emergencies. families nationwide.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE & BENEFITS EDUCATION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM: Career transition EDUCATION PROGRAM: Guidance =~ PROGRAM: Interest-free loans,
guidance, spouse and family through expert analysis, personalized  grants, and designated scholarships
education, and programs that equip  resources, and timely updates to help  that help children of servicemembers
servicemembers and veterans for servicemembers and veterans and pursue higher education and

success beyond their time in uniform. their families make informed decisions. vocational training.

Want to learn more about these programs, apply for support, or donate to the cause?
Visit charities.moaa.org

PHOTOS: COURTESY, VIOLETASTOIMENOVA/GETTY IMAGES; JACOB WACKERHAUSEN/GETTY IMAGES; PROSTOCK-STUDIO/GETTY IMAGES
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Cape Coral Chapte

Larry Atkinson , Newsletter Editor

Florida State District 79 Representative Mike

Giallombardo spoke at the January 10" breakfast

meeting of the Cape Coral MOAA Chapter. He talked

_ about his |l egislative priori
gave some behind-the-scenes look at how legislation

§ is made and passed. Giallombardo is a MOAA

member and serves as a chief warrant officer in the

- Florida Army National Guard.

Cape Coral MOAA Board Member COL Bill Deile, USA, (Ret)
and President Col Gary Nolan, USAF, (Ret) were among the 30
members who attended the annual Cape Coral MOAA
Christmas Party on Dec. 10, 2025. Bill is wearing his
Government Pattern No. 1A Royal Regiment of Scotland tartan
trews (pants) and Gary is wearing his Christmas tie.
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Northwest Florida Chéer

COL Bob Gramm, USAF (Ret), Editor, NWFMOA Defender Newsletter

rving our Community
for over 67 years.

67th Anniversary of the NWEMOA
jest Florida Military Officers Association

2026 marks the 67th anniversary of the Northwest Florida Military e
Officers Association. And each year we have surpassed the
previous with our Community Outreach and JROTC/ROTC
Scholarship programs.

Our 2025 outreach programs were highly impactful:

Partnered with Longwood Elementary School and Bob Hope
Village for our 3rd Annual Valentines for Veterans

cel ebr atri20® hahdmade Valentine Cards were
made and delivered by the Longwood Kindergarteners and 4th Graders to residents of Bob
Hope Village.

America's 250th Annivel

Participated in FWB Chamber of Commerced Military Family Appreciation Day at the
Landing. We again partnered with Zaxbys and offered 20 ($25) restaurant gift card to winners
of our cornhole game. (The prior year Zaxbys gave us 10 ($10) gift cards. Zaxbys has
committed to be our partner again in 2026).

Applied for and received a $3,000 MOAA Foundation Grant to purchase Commissary Gift
Cards for Junior Enlisted Families. During the first five years of this initiative, we reached a
total of 1,298 junior enlisted families. We reached 400 families in 2024. In 2025, we leverage
the MOAA Foundation grant and raised an additional $12,000 for a total of $15,000 raised
thereby allowing us to reach 600 junior enlisted familiesd 200 additional families this year!
(The MOAA Foundation, NWFMOA Members, and the local community are commended for
this incredible success).

Purchased 150 wreaths through the Veterans Tribute Tower Committee and helped place
them on the graves of Veterans buried in Beal Memorial Cemetery.

In 2025, the NWFMOA Scholarship Fund Board awarded $55,000 in scholarships to JROTC and
ROTC cadet s. Tinnieg effodsaehave r@ssilted i thetultimate reward: in the past four
years, 13 of our previous scholarship awardees have been commissioned as second lieutenants or
ensigns in either the active or reserve forces, with one senior ROTC cadet to be commissioned in
May 2026.

All this was only possible thanks to benevolence and hard work by our members and the generosity
and trust of the community we serve
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Induction of 2026 NWEMOA Officers and Board and Area First Sergeants

Major General Richard Comer, USAF (Ret) addressed the group and administered the Oath of
Office to the 2026 Offlcers and Board of Directors at our January Iuncheon

1M0g

Pictured from left to right are: 2nd Vice President Bob Allen, Kevin Kirby, Bob Gramm, Dick Solt, Rod
Gerdes, 1st Vice President Jeff Watson, President Fran Hendricks, and Maj Gen Comer. Not pictured are
Treasurer Doug Stauffer and Board Member Karl Eschmann.

Clearwater Chapter

Robin Ainsworth, CAPT, USPHS  (Ret) , Drumbeat Editor

MOAA & MOWW members LTC Steve
Hodges, USA (Ret) and LtCol Richard
Gouin, USAF (Rety)conduct ed t he
Man Tabl edo ceremony
Commemorative Luncheon.
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Chapter President BG Jeff Doll, USA (Ret)
presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Gary
Mormino, PhD, author and American
historian, for his Pearl Harbor Day
presentation held on December 7, 2025.

! Chapter President Doll presents an Honorary

Membership Certificate to Steve McNally, FDNY 9/11
veteran. ¥

Chapter President Doll presents a Leadership
Award from MOAA National to Chapter Vice
President, LT Gary Williams, USN (Form).
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What one decision helped
this retired USAF General
expand his benefits?

When General Bob Edmonds
(USAF, Ret.) first signed up for
Original Medicare and TRICARE
For Life, he didn't think his
healthcare benefits could get
any better. He wasn't aware
there were additional Federally
approved options that could
enhance his benefits while
continuing to work alongside his
military coverage.

That changed when he connected with the Veterans Healthcare
team. Today, General Edmonds is informed, confident, and
enjoying more benefits than ever before.

Hear General Edmonds' story — and learn what it could mean
for you and your wallet at

www.veteran.healthcare/MOAA/GeneralEdmonds

Or, learn more by calling 385-558-4129 (TTY 711). Mon - Sat, 0800 - 2000 MST.
Veterans Healthcare | A MOAA Affinity Partner | Over 21,000 retirees served.

Calling this number will connect you with a licensed insurance representative. Not affiliated with the United States

Government or Federal Medicare program.
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Halifax Area Chapter

Anita Williams, CDR, USCGR, 1st Vice President /;;_u:..:,'

@)
Halifax Area CekapSSecc€Esbébtath ["[MOAA Gal
Wel comes New Leadership, and Hi er
The MOAA Halifax Area Chapter is pleased to anno
and Silent Auction, a wonderful event hGhadptielr .c oV
were honor é®tttenldeewees join us for a festive eveni
presence of our distinguished guest s, Lt Gener al
Thanks to the incredible gener owxift yt heef pawrc eneedmsb &
Christmas Gala & Silent Auction wil/ go directly
outstanding | ocal programs. The beneficiaries in

T Atlantic High Schd

T Spruce Creek High

9 EmbRy ddl e ®tiecahau
Universifttyh&kOAL
Aeronautical FI ig
wor |l d)

T The Daytona Beach
Chappell VA Speci

T The Emory L. Bennegé
Nur sing Home

These programs are vital for our c odmnsucniiptlyi,n eh,elan
prepare exceptional young men and women for succ
secton®Pictured from | eft: Mr § SAJURBRgt andLCOGeSBt Bv
(Ret ), Mrs. Garrity K&MCy/( REWMDZmM E&mo £, LESME (Ret
Bancroft WMSEMCt{({Retrtk, CAPTUSDAE&{ RofECEDMBNANI ta Will.
A Special Thank Y-oMe taoc eOwerxt3pored gr gr at e O ou
spond4oAsteri sk Disastoars, $fl1®0 0t o®inratg em r ca
support is invaluabl e, and weasltoionkg freelw oh iap
https://lasteriskdisasters. com.
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USA (Ret)
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event
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(FCoC)

The FCoC Leadership Training Seminar &
Conference ran January 297 31, opening
with an Early Arrivers Day and All-Chapter
Presidents Meeting, followed by optional
Friends & Family activities or leadership
training and a Casino Night fundraiser
benefiting the MOAA Foundation. The event
concluded with Area Team Meetings, a
Memorial Service, the Annual Business
Meeting, MOAA updates, and a formal
military-themed Dining Out.

The Halifax Area Chapter was represented
by an impressivel2 members, reflecting part

of Floridads r ol dargass hon
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veteran population in the nation. MOAA chapters across the state represent more than 4,000
members, with an average chapter size of approximately 110 members, underscoring both the

strength of Floridads chapters and opportunities f

also included the potential for a FY28 MOAA FCoC Convention in Daytona Beach. (Pictured from
left Mr. Don Sebes, CDR Anita Williams, LT Billie Krueger, Mr. Carl Krueger, CDR John Higgins,
Mrs. Patti Higgins, CAPT Drew Hoffman, Lt Gen Brian Kelly, COL Bancroft McKittrick, Mrs.
Kathleen McKittrick and CWO2 Pierre Louis; not pictured- LCDR Jose Vargas and wife Tami)

1

New Coll aboration with Daytona Beach Sea

A omderful new coll aboration between the Halifax

Cadets has just begun. We are entering into talZk

mi ssion. Wi th that in mind, we have:formally pro
T A "Discovery and Connection" Meeting to |iste
needs.

T Guest SpeakerWe & rMe nctoompsi:l i ng a | ist of member
speakers and mentors, sharing s$hiepr wamééhs of.

stories.

T Support for DrOiulrl sneanbke rESv eanmtes:eager to assi
competitions, or attend ceremonies to show

USNSCC-Daytona Division

1.1K followers - 45 following

St
S u

We are truly excited about the epadtheantt ibayl woofr kti nigs

can create meaningful opportunities for both

t he
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Northeast Florida Chapter

CDR Paul Werring, USN (Ret) , President

Northeast FI dsr iHal iChaytRarty

On Decenifet he0 MOAA Northeast Florida Chapter gat

evenofmngl aughter, friendship, and holiday cheer. 1
attembeescord for our chapter. The festive at mos
|l ively soci al hour, and the war mtcd dddoroupr iczoammu ne
White El ephant (Dirty Santa) gift exchange, and

who brought a wrapped present joined in the gift
evening. ﬁi T L”KT-%,‘:'?*"'W/

A special tha@ksWayres 'l!ﬂgﬁu,_ =

USN (Ret) and his wife 11!
spectacul ar event.

Th LS
the | ast few years havL\
Chapter signature affak- b
Wayne and especially F,\g

goetso LT David Mosl ey,
wife Linda who coo& din
events including the
exchange and door priz
gh
t

But the highli t of t i

silent auction hat wal

Chap& efROTSchol arship ff %

were 5 gift baskets th N7z~

and the bidding sheets Members of the NE d&dl iChiapu
the members in attenda featuring sirloin, sal mon

obti ons.

thanks to Mrs. Deb Grif
donation basket-mawwéai chl
beauf ul and was filled
guests) many donati ons.
who donatiende opnr i or and dur
As a result of the gener os
fundrai ser was a tremendou
amount rai seé8l,bO@edval b ya ntdh @ |
some, wi B, Qe rnlgy r ai sed.

fidt
B he
Wi f

/

LT David Mosl ey, USN (Ret)
annual Hol i day party.
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Event coordinator 1

USN (Ret) with LT (Ra

Two of the five gif
of f in support of t

Mrs. Deb Griffith wh
gift and donation basl

Sun City Center Chapter

CDR CIiff Korn, USNR (Ret) MOAA _SC C Newsletter Editor

Hol i day Giving at James A. Hal ey Veterans.

Over the holidays, the Sun City Center Chapter brought joy to the patients at the James A. Haley
Veterans6Hospital. Needed items were thoughtfully delivered, spreading cheer and comfort. The
deliveries were made by our beloved Christmas Elf, Niche Patxot, whose efforts put smiles on many

faces.
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FIl orida Council 6s 2026 Leadership Trainin:
The chapter was actively involved in the Florida
Convention. The newly appointed president of the MOAA Sun City Center Chapter, Col Danny

Mel ton, USMC (Ret), participat ed atithabegirmiagofQleapt er
event. After the session, he expressed gratitude
encouraged all chapters to prioritize key action items such as registering with the Legislation Action

Center, following social media, sharing lessons learned from the Leadership Training Seminar, and
recruiting new members.

Two chapter members received special recognition in front of their peers. Jeannie Stratis, the

Chapter Surviving Spouse Liaison, was honored with the Surviving Spouse Liaison Excellence

Award. In addition, CDR CIiff Korn, USNR (Ret), the Chapter Newsletter Editor, was presented with

the Florida Council ds Leadership Award, highligh
service to the chapter.

Jeannie Stratis accepting award with CAPT Tony
LaVecchia, USN (Ret), COL Steve Bond, USA,
(Ret), and Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret)

COL Eunice (Niche) Patxot, USA (Ret) presenting
holiday items to a representative from the James
A. Hal ey Vetaeransd Hospit
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