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COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)

I candt believe Octoh
favorite time of year in Florida. | love it
when the weather céol
and it doesndét seem |
go outside! The past few months have :
been busy ones across the Council as we
supported MOAAOS Sumrpde
Action (AiA) efforts and continued to '
prepare for our combined January 2026
Leadership Training Seminar and 49t
Annual Convention (LTS-C). More on both
of those below.

Out and About: | had some great visits over the summerd See the pictures
on page 2. Ancient City Chapter invited all of the Northeast Area Chapters to
an Officers Call at the National Guard Officers Club in St. Augustined Nice
event(!); Nassau Co. Chapter hosted a visit by MOAA President and CEO, Lt.
Gen. Kelly (USAF, Ret)d They also invited the Northeast Area Chapters and
a nearby Georgia Chapter; and, the Council was represented at the Florida
National Guard Leadership Conference in Palm Beach Springsd The National
Guard Conference gave us an opportunity to share the many wonderful things
we do across the state and in our communities with the Florida Guard
Officers, and invite them to join MOAA and our chapters. Gatherings of
MOAA Members are always special and | want to thank Sarah McLevy,
President of the Ancient City Chapter, and Tony LaVecchia, our Council VP
and President of the Nassau Co. Chapter for sharing their chapter events with
neighboring chaptersd T hi s i €amaradarie witlh a Purposed i s al

MO A A 8isnmer Advocacy in Action (AiA) Campaign had our Legislative
Advocacy mission front-and-center. The month of August is traditionally the
time when our Senators and Representatives return to their home districts to
meet with constituents. Many chapters set up meetings with their
representatives, and we encouraged chapter members to contact their

|l egi sl ators through MOA At emindehgn that veet i v ¢

Continued on next page
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take care of the serving military, other veterans, and their families, and we vote! Council Legislative

Chair, Pierre Louis, has more about the summer efforts and pending legislation in his article on page
6,and youol | the ehaptessapmatingoattivities highlightedinthei Chapt er News 0
this newsletter. We encourage all of you, your families, friends, and neighbors to sign up in the

Legislative Action Center (at https://moaa.quorum.us/) and send the prepared emails to our legislators.
Anyone cansignuptoiibe an &d&dvocate

You should know by now that registration is open for our 49" Annual Convention and Leadership
Training Seminar (LTS-C) occurring from 29-31 January 2026 at the Rosen Centre in Orlando. Itis
shaping up to be an affordable, fun, and memorable event for all MOAA members, not just leaders.

We expect MOAA Chairman of the Board, Gen. Thomas D. Waldhauser (USMC, Ret) to be attending

and our guest speaker, along with Amanda Centers, MOAA Vice President for MOAA Charities, and
CAPT Frank Michael ( USN, Ret), MOAAG6s Senior Dir
informative workshops, there are opportunities for golfing, visiting the parks, playing for charity at our
Casino Night fundraiser for The MOAA Foundation, a memorial service for those members we lost in
2025, and a Military-t hemed ®©®DioBi sgonsored by MOAA. OQur Jan
largest gatherings of MOAA members in the country, so plan to be there! As in the past, we need both
chapter and member support for this event to be successful. Council VP Tony LaVecchia and Pat

Kluever, our Immediate Past President and Event Chairman have more in their articles on page 3 and

5. Go to our website at www.FLMOAA..org to register.

Enjoy the beautiful fall weather, make sure to TAKE ACTION with our legislators, and register for the
Leadership Training Seminar and Convention--I look forward to seeing many of you there!

As always, contact me if you have any questions at PresFCoC2024@gmail.com.

Ancient City Chapter Officers A » <t Florida National Guard
Call, 8 Aug, with (Lto R) — - ‘ ' Conference, 27 Sep in Palm

Council VP Tony LaVecchia, Visit to Nassau Co. Chapter, 9 Beach Gardens with Jeff
Sarah McLevy-Chapter Sept, with Tony (R), Lt Gen Brian Cahoon President-SW Chapter

President, and Ron Birchall-a and Garrety Kelly (Center). (L), Gavin Chapman-Broward
former NE Area VP and Co. Chapter (C-L), and Sarah

Chapter President. . McLevy-President Ancient City
ANever Stop S Chapter (C-R).
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Vice Presi dce

CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret)

Greetings Florida Council members, please join me in recognizing and
extending a Happy Birthday to the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine
Corps. Both maritime services will celebrate a 250" birthday on 13
October and 10 November respectively.

This next section is a MUST READ for Chapter Presidents or if you are attending the 49th
Annual Convention and Leadership Training Seminar (LTS-C) in Orlando, 29-31 January 2026.

The Florida Council requested information from members on issues that did not work well (requiring
improvement) at the 2025 LTS-C. A primary issue for a majority of attendees was the quality of the
Audio / Visual (A/V) systems. You spoke and the Florida Council listened! The following are some
corrective actions the Florida Council is taking to improve the quality of the A/V systems.

1 VISUAL: To improve viewing of the presentation slides, attendees are strongly encouraged to
bring with them and use their personal devices to view the presentation slides. Personal
devices are Laptops, iPads, Tablets, large screen smart phones, and similar devices. There will
still be continued use of projectors and screens to display slides by presenters. Attendees will
have the opportunity to download all LTS-C presentations prior to the event. Information
pertaining to downloading presentation slides will be provided to attendees in mid-January 2026
and there will also be an opportunity to download presentation slides during the LTS-C check-in
process. Chapter Presidents: Please ensure your chapter members are aware of the
information in this paragraph. Area Vice Presidents: Please ensure chapter presidents in your
respective areas are aware of the information in this paragraph.

1 AUDIO: The Florida Council is in the process of purchasing a professional grade audio system,
speakers and microphones. The intent of the upgraded audio system is to deliver clearer
audio, with sufficient volume, to LTS-C attendees.

Chapter Presidents: There is only one combined FCoC event again for 2026, and we ask for your
chapter to help off-set costs for participants and support the Charity-Fundraising Casino Night event
for The MOAA Foundation. In past years, Chapters bought ads in the Convention Program to support
the convention. Chapter contributions this year will go to provide food and reduce the costs for
participants and/or help raise money for The MOAA Foundation. Use the form at the following link to
make your Chapter donation: @

Scan and email the form to me at vpfcoc@gmail.com. Payment is needed by December 1st, 2025. Go

to the FLMOAA.org website to register and/or make payments online. If paying by check, mail the form

with check payable to FCoC of MOAA at PO Box 254305, Patrick SFB, FL 32925.

Thank you all for your selfless sacrifices and never-ending support. If you have any questions or
comments, | can be contacted at vpfcoc@gmail.com. Let me know whatdéds on yo
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Florida Council of Chapters Events Calendar

6-month schedule - tentative dates/times (Eastern):
Bold shows required FCoC attendance & Chapter representation

18 OCT: FCoC Board Meeting 10:00 am to Noon - 2026 FCoC Budget approval

23 OCT: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - MOAA Foundation

28-29 OCT: MOAA Total Force-Plus Convention & National Meeting, National Harbor, MD

30 OCT: MOAA National Annual Meeting, National Harbor, MD

07 NOV: Pups on the Rocks (Dogs Inc Fundraiser), Tampa (FCoC Sponsor)

20 NOV: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - MOAA Annual Awards (for LOE,
Communications, Legislative Affairs, and Surviving Spouse Awards)

18 DEC: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - 2025 Year-in-Review / 2026 Outlook

17 JAN 2026: FCoC Board of Directors Meeting (Virtual) 10 am to Noon

29-31 JAN 2026: 2026 FCoC Orlando LTS-Convention at Rosen Centre (All Chapters)
(Casino Night Fundraiser for The MOAA Foundation is 30 Jan, MOAA Dinner 31 Jan)

"" SAVE THE DATES!
MOAA

Military Officers Association of America

. Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC)
y Leadership Training Seminar &

49th Annual Convention

29-31 January 2026

Rosen Centre Hotel | Orlando, Florida

October Quiz:
Who is widely credited for sayingi Some peopl e spend an entire |[|if
made a difference in thisworld. TheMar i nes don't have that probl er

Read through the Communique to find the answer!

MOAA Take

Action
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Immediate Pastlers 1 dent O

CDR Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret)
Naval Aviator (1320) - Navy Test Pilot School
Graduate (Class -71)

L HAPPY OCTOBERFEST!!

Here we go into the holiday season. | know January 2026 seems like a
long way away, but with the Holidays and New Year celebrations in
between it will be here in no time!!

Get ahead of the wave of Holiday and New Year events and sign up today on line at AFLMOAA.ORG"
for the 2nd annual combined Florida Council ds Le
(LTS&C) 29-31 January 2026 at the Rosen Centre in Orlando!!

This year, based on your feedback from last year, we continue to improve this single annual-event to
make it high-value-added for every MOAA member. Highlights:

Chapter Presidents will have a face-to-face with Council Leaders.

All members have a choice of day-long fun or high-impact training or a mix of both, e.g. Golf & parks
or investments, survivors, writing grants.

A Casino Night charity event will generously support the MOAA Foundation, based on your
attendance.

You will have access to a VA representative in the Hospitality Suite.
Area teams will meet to share best practices and plan events.

Your $40 per person registration fee will provide an awards dinner on Friday night cost-shared with
Chapter donations, and the Saturday Dining Out will be provided by MOAA.

Attendees will have access to, and hear from MOAA leaders e.g. new Chairman USMC General
Thomas Waldhauser, Navy CAPT Frank Michael, and VP Amanda Centers (MOAA Foundation &
Scholarships).

Our legendary Hospitality Suite team will provide for your every need for information, for
refreshments and snacks, and as a place to hang out with other MOAA members and friends.

All of this and we take care of all required annual FCoC business in one event - | cannot think of a
more impactful and cost-valued event.

EVERY FLORIDA MOAA MEMBER NEEDS TO BE THERE!
Regi ster tHMGAAORG" i
Remember to reset Zeffyébés automatic fee
Happy Thanksgiving, and see you in Orlando!!

MOAA Take
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Legislative Affairs R

CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret), Legislative Chair

MOAA Legislative Update:
Read about the latest MOAA

Advocacy News and Calls- to-Action I I
here
Take Action Now! II
MOAA

https://moaa.quorum.us/

Current Situation: Continuing Resolution Status

As of October 11, 2025, Congress remains locked in negotiations over a Continuing Resolution (CR)
to fund the government, keeping the shutdown in its second week. The impasse continues to take a
toll on military, veteran, and family support systems:

T Troop pay is in jeopardy. Without emergency funding or a CR, active-duty personnel may
face delayed or missing paychecks 6 a burden on readiness and morale.

T VA operations and claims processing are strained. Essential services are maintained, but
the shutdown is causing delays in new program implementation, infrastructure maintenance,
and backlog increases in claims.

1 Health and family support programs are disrupted. Programs tied to discretionary funding
(nutrition assistance, mental health services, support for caregivers) are partially suspended or
delayed & undermining the support network military families rely on.

T Uncertainty undermines readiness and planning. The longer this drags on, the more costly it
becomesd not just monetarily, but in recruitment, retention, and strategic operations.

No Shutdown Should Stop Servicemember Pay: Support the Pay Our Troops Act of 2026

Understanding the Continuing Resolution

By law, Congress must pass 12 appropriations bills to fund federal operations each fiscal year. When

| awmakers fail to do so by October 1, a Continuli
funding. This keeps government runningd but freezes progress. No new starts, no inflation

adjustments, and limited flexibility for modernization.

In September 2025, the House passed H.R. 5371, a short-term 'clean CR' through November 21,

2025. The Senate blocked it, arguing that it failed to extend key healthcare subsidies. As neither

chamber compromised, funding authority expired on September 30, causing a partial shutdown on
October 1. Negotiations continue as of this writing, but no bipartisan agreement has been reached.

Legislative Notes

The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for FY2026 remains under review. Both chambers
proposed amendments that include improvements to TRICARE access, better housing conditions, and
support for military spouses. Meanwhile, appropriations bills for FY2026 are stalled amid the ongoing

MOAA Take

Action
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CR debate, delaying funding for defense programs, base infrastructure, and modernization efforts.

Legislative Advocacy News

MOAA continues to press Congress for immediateacti on. The organi zationds
have sent thousands of letters and messages to Capitol Hill. Recent successes include the codification

of the VA Experience Office, which strengthens accountability and ensures veteran and caregiver

voices are hear d . Despite the shutdown, MOAAG6s work cont
Center (LAC), which provides up-to-date campaigns, pre-written letters, and bill trackers.

Take Action Now: Top priorities this quarter

1) Visit the MOAA Legislative Action Center to send your message to lawmakers.

2) Urge a bipartisan CR that protects military pay, benefits, and readiness.

3) Encourage lawmakers to cosponsor MOAA-supported legislation like the Major Richard Star Act

and Military Spouse Hiring Act.

4) Share MOAAOGs alerts across your chapter and s
Hereds whatodés next as MOAA continues its advocac
Quick Hits & Chapter Field Notes

During the August recess, MOAA chapters across Florida continued to engage congressional offices

in support of MOAAGs top three priorities:

1. Major Richard Star Act
2. Prenatal Care for Military Families Act
3. Military Spouse Hiring Act

MOAA continues to track Florida delegation activity and encourage additional bipartisan
support.

Between House: July 25 to September; Senate: August 4 to September 1, 2025, two notable
devel opments occurred among Fl oridads-supmriegr essi o
legislation.

On August 1, 2025, Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-FL-16) became the newest Florida cosponsor of H.R.

2033, the Military Spouse Hiring Act, and strengthening bipartisan support for expanding

employment opportunities for military spouses. Later that month, on August 26, 2025, Rep. Mike
Haridopolos (R-FL-8) joined as a cosponsor of H.R. 2102, f urt her broadening F|I
behind that bill. These August additions signaled sustained engagement from Florida lawmakers in
supporting MOAAG6s key advocdlegslatvesessioni ti es | eadin

Chapters across Florida are encouraged to meet w
priorities. Use your local voice to emphasize stability, spouse employment, housing transparency, and
TRICARE access. Each visit, call, and letter amplifies our message: sustained support for those who

serve and have served.

Backstory on legislative support on our priorities (www.congress.gov)

In the 119th Congress,Flor i dadés del egati on has shown strong b
legislation supporting military families. In the Senate, S.1032 gained early support from Sen. Rick

MOAA Take

Continued on next page
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Scott (R-FL) on March 13, 2025, followed by Sen. Ashley Moody (R-FL) on June 11, 2025. On the
House side, H.R.2102 has drawn extensive backing from Florida lawmakers, beginning March 14,
2025, with cosponsors including Reps. Daniel Webster, Kat Cammack, Sheila Cherfilus-
McCormick, John Rutherford, Maxwell Frost, Carlos Gimenez, Jared Moskowitz, Maria Elvira
Salazar, Frederica Wilson, Scott Franklin, Lois Frankel, Cory Mills, and Neal Dunn. Additional
Florida members joined in the following monthsd Mario Diaz-Balart on March 21, Anna Paulina
Luna on April 7, Darren Soto on April 8, Kathy Castor on May 13, Laurel Lee on June 27, and Mike
Haridopolos on August 268 demonstrating sustained commitment to this legislation.

Meanwhile, the Military Spouse Hiring Act (H.R.2033) also gained notable Florida support,
beginning with Rep. John Rutherford on April 29, followed by Reps. Mario Diaz-Balart, Brian Mast,
Kathy Castor, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, and Vern Buchanan, who added his name on August 1,
2025. Its Senate companion, S.1027, was cosponsored by Sen. Rick Scott on March 13, 2025, and
later by Sen. Ashley Moody on September 3, 2025. The S.2239 7 Improving Access to Prenatal
Care for Military Families Act currently has no Florida cosponsors.

Disclaimer: Content created using a combination of trusted sources & including
articles, Google search Engine tools, generative Ai tools and human research. All content has been
reviewed and approved to ensure accuracy and clarity.

MOAA

Military Officers Associationof America

Be An Advocate!

MOAA'’s Legislative Action Center is your
destination to:

SCAN THE QR CODE

. Learn about MOAA’s legislative priorities.
. Communicate directly with your legislators.
. Join thousands of others in or outside the
8 e - OR GO TO THE
Uniformed Services Community — Anyone can |\« 1o sion up!
sign up through this link!

WW.MOAA.ORG/TAKEACTION

We salute Steve Murray, FDVA's Communications &
External Affairs Director, for receiving the Distinguished
Service Award from the National Association of State
Directors of Veterans Affairs during their annual
conference in Wyoming in September

MOAA FCoC hit the jackpot with Steve on our Team and
as one of our MOAA Family members!

MOAA Take
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Florida Department of
Veterans Affairs Update

Lt Col R. Steven Murray, USAF (Ret.)
Communications Director, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs

VETERANS FIELD GUIDETO

I GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) estimates 97 percent of VA employees continue to work during a shutdown,
according to the VA Human Capital Contingency Plan. VA is committed to provide quality, consistent care and services
to Veterans, families, Caregivers, and Survivors. VA's mission allows no exception to this standard even when operations
are limited by the absence of appropriations (commonly known as a “Government shutdown”).

&

0 SERVICES TO VETERANS NOT IMPACTED: G SERVICES TO VETERANS IMPACTED:

VA Medical Centers, Outpatient Clinics, and Vet
Centers will be open as usual and providing all
services.

VA benefits will continue to be processed and
delivered, including compensation, pension,
education, and housing benefits.

Burials will continue at VA national cemeteries.
Applications for headstones, markers, and
burial benefits processing will continue.

The Board of Veterans’ Appeals will
continue decisions on Veterans’ cases.

Call Centers: VA's primary call center
(1-800-MyVA411) and the Veterans

Crisis Line (Dial 988, Press 1) will

remain open 24/7.The VA Benefit Hotline
(1-800-827-1000) will be available Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.

Suicide prevention programs, homelessness
services, and caregiver support will continue.

J

HAVE A QUESTION? CALL US!

The one number all Veterans, their families,
caregivers, and survivors can use to access VA
resources 24 hours-a-day, 365 days-a-year.

1-800-MYVA411 (1-800-698-2411)

L

&
®

¥ J

Osﬁ

;g

VA will cease pr g transition prog
assistance and career counseling.

Call Centers: VA's Gl Bill (1-888-GIBILL-1)
and National Cemetery Applicant Assistance
(1-800-697-6947) hotlines will be closed.

VA benefits regional offices will be closed.

Public Affairs and outreach to Veterans will
cease, including social media, VetResources
emails, and responses to press inquiries.

No grounds maintenance or placement of
permanent headstones at VA cemeteries.

Applications for pre-need burial at
VA cemeteries will not be processed.

No printing of new Presidential
Memorial Certificates.

No outreach to state, county, tribal,
municipal, faith-based, and community-
based partners by VA Central Office.

In the event of a prolonged shutdown, VA will continue to review and update its plan in conjunction with the applicable legal
requirements and circumstances. Please visit www.whitehouse.gov/omb/ or www.VA.gov for updated information.

MOAA Take
Action

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Download the VA Welcome Kit www.va.gov/welcome-kit/

Subscribe to #VetResources www.va.gov/vetresources/

Veterans Crisis Line: Dial 988, then Press 1
Call 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411) or visit https://www.va.g
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== ' Treasurer ¢

COL Mike Schroeder, USA (Ret), Treasu  rer

A Practical Tool for Chapter Treasurers and Leaders

Managing the finances of a nonprofit organizationd whether organized as a
501(c)(19) veterans 6 «hagtable enatydtcandesl
. complex and overwhel ming at ti mes.

developed a comprehensive financial management guide that many of us in
the Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) may find useful.

This resource was designed with chapter treasurers, presidents, and board members in mind. It
provides step-by-step guidance on setting up and using Quicken for nonprofit accounting, entering and
tracking transactions, generating reports, handling end-of-month and year-end procedures, and
maintaining secure records. It also includes helpful annexes covering critical areas such as IRS filing
requirements (Forms 990-EZ, 990-N, 1099-NEC, 1096), Florida tax filings, audit and compliance
checklists, disaster recovery planning, and treasurer transition support.

The intent is not to pr es cpracticel, pfobven ol that gan guideva y o
chapters in managing their financial operations with confidence and transparency. Each section is
designed to be both instructional and adaptable, recognizing that chapters vary in size, resources, and
leadership experience.

This guide is also a living documentd open to refinement and improvement as we share best practices
across FCOC. If you take a look and have suggestions, | encourage you to share feedback so that it
becomes an even stronger tool for all of us.

Access the complete resource, including financial procedures, templates, and checkilists,
by Clicking Here. For an editable Microsoft Word version, please email me at
fcoctreasurer25@gmail.com.

Together, by strengthening our fiscal management practices, we ensure that our chapters remain not
only compliant but also well-positioned to serve veterans, military families, and our communities for
years to come.

MOAA Take
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Surviving Spouse Cornel

Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison

Protect your Health and Wealt h:
Considerations for Spouses and S

Supposenigowf fer a debilitating acci de
(these affect both youunnagb |aen dt oo Icda)r ea nfdc
temporarily or per mdahoewn twoyu !l d YIOUul anmd/lt e
with&Ggdace and family i nvpllavrermemg.; Goercsoinde rwi tt the
foll ows.

Long Term Care can ben edxeppeennsdievnet .a n dl hleo claStA caver ag
| 9n o me c a-$4e0 $p3eOr hour ,

Assisted living $4,000 to $6, 000 per month, and
Nursing home care close to $100,000 per year.

Most | ikely these wil!.l be higher flhra0t2ltbes e Thi ec¢
pl anning.

Fortunately, there are some ways to handle these
Ways to Pay

|l nsurance products

ALong Term Campelimcyumaryceover home care, adult d
f alciiti es. Your age, health metrics, and amount o
the premium and the coverage can have inflation
affordabl e4®EON6 B agms d

Hybrid Lnédwei timsarlaong term care rider may be pur c
benefit as you use it. The any remaining policy

SekHfundi ng

Anannuyiotuy own may offer a | ong term care payout,

applied to health costs.

Use yeursonal savings, invest menttacpawnter oaree
Converhowmest ead axmth/oaatwo a rental to create an in
emotional deci sions. BUT, your home or vacation |
of your | iving needs. Use a professionalayt deest a
possible to preserve that family reunion tradit:
Review any income tax complications this action

MOAA Take

Continued on next page
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Reverse Martgagpessibility for those overtagf.fré@&
income which you can use to pay for <care. These
your |l ong term housing needs and financial situa

o fatmramoed yeuwrrméwpl
e you use their aid.
bef ore you act.

Your assets are your tool s t
you to spend them down befor
pl anner, or trusted advisor

Safety nets

Medi adsi @ federal government pregrbhm edwmens stengd
those with |Iimited income and assets. States ha
spenddown of assets before applying for aid. Sp
able to help pPreservessame before qualifying for
requirements on assets, income caps, and state r
Medi cai d.

Aid and Atseadmpanas tested beneftietr aanvsaia nadb Iteh etior
assistance should be explored with a Veteran Ser:
Thought f ul anal ysis of prepé@r gptoisssnsbidnd iseosl utaino rh
intelligent questions, make i nfor mewdr deactiisoman swi |

you and your family.

» Exclusively Serving Veterans And

§ Military Families Like Yours.

— p
Experience Unparalleled Personal Service From Vi é .
a Team of Seasoned Financial Professionals \ =

- Focused Solely on the v‘
Military Community.

XAAFMAA Richard Proctor (689) 777-0465
W Ry Relationship Manager rproctor@aafmaa.com

FMAR Voalth Managament & Trust LLC

AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust

FINANCIAL PLANNING - INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT - TRUST SERVICES

@aafmaatrust.com @fc’laafmaatrust @’aawm&t Uc'i‘aafmaa_trust

MOAA Take
Action
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Florida Veterans Council Update

MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret), FCoC Committee Chair
Florida Veterans Council

 FDVA

Veterans Awareness

SURVEY

Florida Launches Veterans Awareness Survey

Please respond to the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs (FDVA) short survey for Florida

Veterans, their Families, and Caregivers that the FDVA has just launched. The survey expires on
November 2, 2025. The EDVA Veterans Services Survey is designed to better understand what
services Veterans, their families, and Caregivers are aware of at the state, federal, and local veteran
service office level, and how they access those services if additional support may be needed. On
behalf of the FDVA, 1 &dm reaching out and asking
FDVA gathers as many insights from survey takers as possible. Every response brings us closer to

making sure no Florida Veteran, Family Member, and Caregiver goes without the benefits and support
theydove egopnéde Aaprtdping shape programs and servi
community.

1 Campaign page: FDVA Veterans Survey Awareness Webpage

T Survey link: EDVA Veterans Awareness Survey

o SR SN RS
VETERP;NS DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

*****

MOAA Take
Action
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Thank Zou

for your contribution

August 8, 2025

Steve Bond

Military Officers Association of America
Florida Council of Chapters

PO Box 254305

Patrick Afb, FL 32925-4305

Dear Members,

Glasses will clink. Stories will flow. The room will buzz with purpose—people gathering not just
for bourbon, but to back something bigger.

Trust. Freedom. The power to move forward.

Because of you, Pups on the Rocks will be more than an event—it will be a catalyst for real
change. Your $2,500 sponsorship brings this exciting new chapter to life.

Thank you for helping our nation’s heroes build hopeful, more peaceful futures with the care and
dignity they so richly deserve.

I'm grateful beyond words.

Warm regards,
i’r { I 7VY //"

Titus Herman
President and Chief Executive Officer

L]
2gsinc
4210 77th Street East | Palmetto, Florida 34221 | 941.729.5665

No goods or services have been exchanged and your contribution is tax deductible as allowed by law. A copy of the official registration
and financial information may be obtained from the division of Consumer services by calling toll-free within the state, 1.800.435.7352
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. Registration number #ch4075.

MOAA Take

Action
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Pups With a Purpose

Florida chapter members support a nonprofit that trains service dogs
AUGUST 22, 2025
By Kathie Rowell

Reprinted from: https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/member-
spotlight/florida-council-of-chapters-supports-nonprofit-that-trains-service-dogs/ and the October 2025 Edition of

Military Officer, p. 8 & 14.

Rear Adm. Richard Buchanan,
USN (Ret), kneeling at right in
large photo, and wife Amy,
second from left in large photo,
co-raised a puppy (below) with
neighbors Ken and Melinda
Wellman. (Photos courtesy of
Richard Buchanan)

Puppy cuddles and kisses
are a welcome benefit of a
statewide service project for
o the Florida Council of
Chapters.

In addition to offering
financial support to Dogs
Inc, a nonprofit that trains
Sood S . service dogs, MOAA
members volunteer at its Bradenton campus, help |dent|fy veterans and Gold Star families who could
benefit from a service dog, and serve as fApuppy
own homes. The council has received two Community Outreach Grants from The MOAA
Foundation to support the project.

Rear Adm. Richard Buchanan, USN (Ret), and his wife, Amy, who have served as both puppy raisers
and puppy parent hosts, felt drawn to participate after meeting a former Air Force officer with PTSD
who had benefited from a service dog.

AiWe heard how this service dog changed his I|ife
avoid the suicidal i deations that he had been ex
importanttous,andwewant ed t o participate in that particul a

The Buchanans started as dog sitters, then took a puppy parent into their home, eventually adopting
him when he was retired. After the dogbés deat h,
raise a puppy before sending t hgeidedagung dog to dc

Letting him go was difficult, Amy Buchanan said,
help somebody else have a better life, that this dog is going to go out and give somebody the freedom

MOAA Take Continued on next page
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and the liberty that they might not have had before or give them the comfort and care that will allow
them to go out into the world and enjoy it.o

Now, they are hosting another puppy parent.

Col. Steve Bond, USA (Ret), president of the Florida Council of Chapters, said the idea behind the
partnership is simple.

Anlt's part of our philanthropy and community ser
he said.

Dogs Inc Director of Mission Awareness Sean Brown, a U.S. Army sergeant who was medically retired
and has a service dog, said the nonprofit is grateful for the support of military organizations.

Ail't allows us to continue to place incredible do
single recipient, 0 Bkingvare ofsraopsdThat'siwhat &esdo aHen we gdi @utiof t
the military, and MOAA's helping us accomplish t
How to Help

Dogs Inc puppy raisers can live anywhere in the U.S. Puppy parent host applications are not currently
being accepted, but you can learn more about being a puppy raiser or donate to the cause.

Kathie Rowellis a writer in Louisiana.

,!L[[ The Florida Council

Social Media Channels
@ MOAA Florida Council of Chapters
Linkedfff] @ MOAA-Florida-Council-of-Chapters
(@) Instagram @ FloridaCouncilofChaptersMOAA

2 Youlube @ FloridaCouncilofChapters

www.FLMOAA.org
Be sure to Follow and Like Us!

MOAA Take
Action
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Jeannie Stratis (Surviving Spouse Member), Sun City
Center Chapter, Florida-

MOAAOGS Surviving Spoulsvel 2024 a i

Award Recipient!
Reprinted from

Hus b andOo PeathdeatisyMOAA Member to Serve Other
Surviving Spouses - AUGUST 15, 2025

By Judy Christie

Col. John Stratis, USA (Ret), 58, i w aasig, strong, loud man. After her husband's death in
We thOUght he was going tolive f o r e hiewidpovg Jeannie 2017, Jeannie Stratis became an
Stratis, said. But he died in 2017 after an aortic aneurysm and active supporter of fellow
stroke, leaving her with a child in high school and two in college, survivors. (Courtesy photo)

hard questions, and difficult decisions.

Although her husband was organized, Stratis said, she d i dkmawtwhere he wanted to be buried nor
the answers to some account security questions, such as his best friend in first grade.

i Ma i whenymy husband passed eight years ago, | d i dkmdwtwho toturnt oshésaid.fith a d n 6t
thought it through beforehand. Ilhadtos cr amb | e . 0

After she learned the system, friends began to refer other people to her. fi $tarted getting all these
phone calls from all over the world. | just started directing people and providingi nf or mat i on. 0

Those experiences and an invitation to a luncheon led her to MOAA, where she has served as
surviving spouse liaison for the Sun City Center Chapter in Florida since 2022. She is also a member
of the MOAA Surviving Spouses Virtual Chapter.

i T hole saying that 6 name is promisedt o mo r is certaidly true. Youc a n 6
delay the planning and the g u e s t ishe Ba#d, igust d o Martt to see any
other surviving spouse have the process be any more difficult than it has to
be. 0o

For keeping surviving spouses atfi t forefrontofe v e r y t Stratismhgs been
chosen as chapter-level recipient of the 2024 Surviving Spouse Liaison
Excellence Award. A MOAA Life member, she is known as a creative and
dedicated leader.

i S Hrequently rearranges her schedule to accommodate member and chapter n e e dssigd ©mdr.
William Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret), Sun City Center Chapter president. i T h r aJwegam neffoetdte
educate, encourage, and engage with our surviving spouse members, they have truly become an
essential partofthec hap tfearmdd y . 0

MOAA Take

Continued on next page
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He also praised her role in coordinating a Military Benefits Forum, a first-of-its-kind event in the area,
that drew nearly 200 participants. Stratis also volunteers with the Tampa Bay Chapter of Blue Star
Families and works as a realtor.

Her key tip for all veterans and family members: Make sure you have a DD Form 214.

fi Gbome and lay eyes on i tshedells groups. i T h ahte &irst document everyone asks for. It should
be withyourwi | | . o

i AArmy b r avhose father served for 31 yearsand i 1 0 @ Poilitary wi ffox 28 years, Stratis
encourages others to get involved in volunteerism. i T h e a @a@esfor everyone to be a helping hand
to the militaryc o mmuni t y. O

“=G.E.HA | =iz

DENTAL PLANS
DEDICATED

T0 THOSE

WHO SERVE

Dental benefits for
military retirees
and their families

Join us for our 2026 open season dental plans
webinar on November 25th at 1:00pm EST

Register Here

MOAA Take
Action
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o

More time with friends. More ways to stay active. More moments to enjoy

FLEET the lifestyle you've earned. For 35 years, Fleet Landing in Atlantic Beach has
opened the door to what matters most for seniors in Northeast Florida. Now,
with the addition of Fleet Landing at Nocatee, we are opening even more
MNDING doors. Discover an elevated lifestyle, meaningful.connections, and the peace
of mind only a Life Plan Community 'can’prOVide.

Visit FleetLanding.com to learn more.

MOAA 25-88145

FLEETLANDING.COM

MOAA Take
Action
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June 2023

Join us in Orlando to raise money for THE MOAA FOUNDATION!

Florida Council of Chapters |IL
MOAA

Military Officers Association of America

oin The MOAA Florida Council and our Chapters
for a Casino Night-Charity Fundraiser in support of

The MOAA Foundation
Play Support
: Veterans!
7 Blackjack
dq Play for Prizes, Net
\ Proceeds Support
ik Fhetem The MOAA Foundation
> Roulette Complimentary
Hors d'Oeuvres &
) Cash Bar
7 Craps
Entry Fee: $50
7 slots (Includes $500 in

“FCoC Bucks™!)

. F N DR A I S ER
Qe T " [[[iMoaa

at the
Rosen Centre Hotel. International Drive. Orlando.

Friday, January 30th from 7:30 PM to 10:30 PM
All MOAA Members and Guests Invited!

For More Information and to Register,
Go to: www.FLMOAA.org

The MOAA Foundation (TIN 46-4219250), is a 501(c)(3) charitable subsidiary of the Military Officers
Association of America (MOAA). It offers grants to MOAA, its councils and chapters in support of veterans’
community outreach programs and services. In 2024, The MOAA Foundation provided 15 Community
Grants, and over $40,000 to Florida Chapters, to directly aid Veterans in Florida The MOAA Foundation is
also at the forefront of relief to veterans impacted by natural disasters.

The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) (EIN/TIN: 59-2222828) is a 501(c)(19) nonprofit veterans
service organization that represents 37 MOAA Chapters across the state.

You don’t need to attend to donate—Go to our www.FLMOAA.org webpage and select “Donate to
the Council”. All donations received here will be used in support of The MOAA Foundation and are
Tax Exempt Deductions to the extent allowed by law.
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CapeCanaveralChapter

John Franco , MOAACC Media Relations

Advocacy in Action

The Cape Canaveral Chapter hosted
Congressman Mike Haridopolos (FL District 8)
at its recent luncheon. Congressman
Haridopolos serves on the House Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology where he is
the Chairman on the Space and Aeronautics
Committee, and on the Financial Services
Committee where he serves as the Majority
Whip. He was accompanied by his district
director, Pam Persse and Keith Van Buren, VA
Coordinator.

The visit was timely to (L-R) Kieth Van Buren, VA Coordinator for r

Advocacy in Action Campaign and he was Congressman Haridqpolos; Co!onel Steve Bond
provided it he MOAA A issue papers. He | (L EeeS) Pt Feue Brever e
stated he would support and cO-Sponsor Fhe Haridopolos; Captain éteve Cusick (USN-
measures. Congressman Harld_opolos s_alq_ at the Retired) Chapter President
beginning of his remarks that his top priorities
upon arriving in Washington were securing the
border, affordability for Americans and the US becoming Space-dominant. He also commented on:

the 99% reduction in illegal border crossings; the significant increase in foreign investment in the US
economy; the positive i
Beautiful Bill (now Act), especially tax

policy; and the $10B increase for NASA.

Following his remarks he answered
guestions from the audience. There were
136-chapter members and guests at the
luncheon held at the Indian River Colony
Club in Viera.

Photo by Amir Pishdad, Sr. 2~

Congressman Haridopolos shares his comments

Find & Join

a Chapter
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t MOAA Cape Canaveral ] =]

GOOD DEEDS FOUNDATION [w]

sT ANN
‘\“ P VyStar UA[

Credit Union

VETERANS DAY

RECOGNITION
DINNER

Celebrate Veterans Day
And Honor

2025 Outstanding Veterans Project
2025 Veteran Volunteer of the Year
2025 Outstanding Veterans Organization

Congressman Mike Haridopolos, Keynote Speaker

Rear Admiral Wayne Justice, USCG, (ret), Master of
Ceremonies Sheriff Wayne Ivey, Auctioneer

Saturday
November 8, 2025

5:00 to 6:00 PM Cocktails and Live Auction
6:00 PM Dinner
Holiday Inn Viera Conference Center

$125 Per Person

[m] % =] SCAN TO PURCHASE TICKETS [m] 5 =]
GO TO GDFD.ORG

O

Find & Join

a Chapter
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MOAACC Membership Reaches 1,000
LTC (Ret) Hans F. Hunt
MOAACC 2nd Vice President

The Cape Canaveral Chapter of MOAA has reached its 1,000th member and we are currently at
1,006 thanks to the efforts of the chapter members recruiting. The goal was set by MOAACC
President Steve Cusick to reach a minimum of 1,000 members. LT Lillian McBee was our 1,000th
member and is an Active-Duty Navy Lieutenant currently attending the Burrell College of
Osteopathic Medicine, located on the FIT Campus in Melbourne, FL. Since 1 Jan 2025 to present,
we have had 112 new members added to our organization. This is more than some chapters have
in their entire chapter. Recruiting members for MOAACC is not only the responsibility of the 2nd
Vice President, but also the responsibility of all MOAACC members.

We encourage each member to always carry a membership application with them in their pocket,
wallet, purse, car, and gym bag, etc. At any given moment, members of MOAACC engage with
other officers in various places around our
community. It is encouraged to talk about
our organization and encourage all those
from the various branches of service who
served in the officer or warrant officer
ranks to join. Spouses of members can
also become members and are also
encouraged to join.
great job in recruiting! Hooah!

C‘“\a‘leral Ch X
G
o)

LTC Hans Hunt, LT Lillian McBee, | ,vq“"
USN, (our 1000"™ Member) and 4
President Steve Cusick y [“‘

A X
o

MOAA

. Gl
b «\ever Stop Serving
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Northwest Florida Chapter

COL Bob Gramm, USAF (Ret), Editor, NWFMOA Defender Newsletter

Fort Walton Beach Chamber Breakfast

On September 51, we got a little publicity
for both the Scholarship Fund and our
chapter Community Outreach programs by
having a fASpotlight
FWB Chamber® First Friday breakfast.
NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks,
Scholarship Fund President Dave Parisot
and Fred Westfall (taking photos) manned
the table and explained our programs to
the over 300 Chamber business attendees
at this event. This type of positive
marketing should benefit our organizations
in receiving donations and in new
memberships.

The Northwest Florida
Military Officers Association

J_ NWEMOA Y

President Fran Hendricks addressing
the FWB Chamber of Commerce.

YEARS

EST. 1959
Serving our community for over 66 years.

Our guest speaker for September 4" meeting was our own Colonel
Dick Solt. Dick continued his talk abouthisiver y di f f er e
and civilian career spanning over 50 years across the globe.

Find & Join

Continued on next page

a Chapter
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NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks
presents a coin to Brett Hinely,
Okaloosa County School Board
member, after his presentation at our
August 7" membership meeting.

Past President Nick Marotta
Presented NWFMOA Coin

President Fran Hendricks presents
NWFMOA Past President Nick Marotta
with our coin. Nick has moved to
Tennessee but was visiting our area and
joined us for lunch.

Welcome New Member Liz Plauche

President Fran Hendricks welcomed Liz
Plauche, our new webmaster, to the
NWFMOA Chapter. Liz has been working
hand in hand with Fred Westfall so as to
ensure a smooth transition and she is
doing a magnificent job.

President Fran Hendricks presented Liz
with her NWFMOA Chapter coin.

If you havend checked out our new
website, go to https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/.

Find & Join

a Chapter
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MGJames L Dozier Lee Coast Chapt

Fred Bondurant

At right, Mary Bondurant receives an award from local radio
personality Gina Birch with local radio station Sunny 106.3 FM.

This  station sponsors the annual award program @&

AOUTSTANDI NG WOMEN OF SOUTH
recognize inspiring female leaders and community members.
Mar y wa s recogni zed as t he
PROJECT, aldoh&mwnoas RINK OUT Sanibel & Captiva
Islands) a charity to promote breast cancer awareness and
provide address cancer related needs for island women who are
un/under insured.

hurricane devastation

Tim Moore, Chapter President and American Legion Post 123
Commander, cuts the ribbon to officially commemorate the re-
opening of the Post after a years long rebuilding effort after

Find & Join

a Chapter

CAF
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Tampa Chapter

CAPT Sara Marks, NC USN (Ret), Director for Communications

KELLY KOWALL, CEO AND PRESIDENT OF MY WARRIORS PLACE AWARDED A MOAA
COMMUNITY GRANT AT THE MOAA TAMPA AUGUST LUNCHEON

By Carol Zieres, COL USA (Ret)

Photo credits: Carol Zieres

Ms. Kelly Kowall, CEO and President of the nonprofit, My Warriors Place (MWP), received a MOAA
Community grant award for $1950 in recognition for the enhancement of the quality of life programs and
services that MWP provides to military Veterans in the Tampa Bay area

Kelly introduced a new program starting up this fall, called the 82ND COMPASS PROGRAM, designed to
give Veterans a road map and some directions to be able to leave the fight within and integrate back into
civilization. This 6-month program teaches resilience that over time will help the veteran bounce back strong!
This is free for any 82nd Veteran.

COL Carol Zieres, USA (Ret) presented Kelly
Kowall the MOAA Community Grant.

*

*

*
*

MY WARRIOR'SPLACE

S=

Proudly Supporting Our American Heroes
e e G Tt

My Warrior's Place, Inc
EIN 46-1626575

To all members of the MOAA Tampa Chapter,
Thank you so very much for your generous $1,950.00 grant. It is due to
people like you who make it possible for us to continue expanding our
healing and educational programs, especially allowing us to create and
roll out a new one for those serving in JROTC.
Sincerely, Kelly Kowall (Proud Gold Star Mom of SPC Corey Kowall)
President & Founder of My Warrior's Place
& our Board Members

My Warrior's Place is a 501 (c) (3) Nonprofit Organization
May they never be forgotten!

Find & Join

Continued on next page

a Chapter
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FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL TAMPA NJROTC RECEIVES
MOAA NATIONAL GRANT AT AUGUST MOAA TAMPA LUNCHEON

By Pettis Sims, LCDR USN (Ret)
Edited by: Sara Marks, CAPT NC USN (Ret)
Photo credit: Maryna Juman

Freedom High School ds NJROTC iNationpl2®d@be Grtamtr eddii vse ytel
grant money will be used for bus transportation to out of county competitions; help with entry fees and paying

for meals for cadets participating in competition. Competitions include orienteering, marksmanship, and Brain

Brawls.

fNJROTC has taught me much aboutl eader shi p and discipline, but not
communi ty. From community events to competitions, I 6\
things most high school kids dondt . AdandoptheiMOBA t hi s I
organization. This day | took two freshman cadets, who were learning Color guard, myself, and the unit's

Admin Officer. We all appreciate and enjoy MOAA anytime we go to these monthly meetings. We are very

grateful to be a part of something so respected. Thank you MOAA.0i Chelsey Parks, Cadet Color Guard

Commander.
r L to R: K. Krivan, I. Selvaggi, Admin Officer, C.
Parks, Color Guard Commander, and K. Krivan

L to R: 1. Selvaggi, Admin Officer, C. Parks,
Color Guard Commander and MSgt Laura
Hernandez, USMC (Ret), Naval Science
Instructor Freedom NJROTC accepting the
MOAA National Grant for 2025 from MOAA §
Tampa Chapter President LTC Paula Stewart,
USA (Ret).

Find & Join

a Chapter
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Nassau County Chapter

CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret.)
President, Nassau County Chapter
7P::> L:-;Ge‘t:,En.."nvl; Kn!_.[.’:“ ;J‘SAF[R;',”

MOAA President & CEO Visits the [\ e OOk
Nassau County Chapter (FL-49) e e

As Steve Bond noted in his opening
remarks, Lt. Gen. Brian Kelly, USAF (Ret)
visited the Nassau County Chapter (FL-49)
on 9 Sep 2025, accompanied by his wife
Garrety. General Kelly discussed a wide
variety of MOAA initiatives, to include the
MOAA scholarship program, Crisis Relief
program, MOAA Foundation Community
Outreach program, and The MOAA
Foundation (TMF) Career Transition. This
program offers uniformed service members
and veterans of all ranks, and their families,
high-quality, career-development events and
activities designed to introduce them to a range of civilian career possibilities, including professional
certifications, advanced education and training, franchise ownership and entrepreneurship. In
addition, he discussed MOAAOGs advocacy initiatiyv
improving TRICARE access for families and support for military spouse employment. There were 70
members and guests in attendance, including representatives from the Florida Council, the Ancient

City Chapter, the NE Chapter, the Flagler County Chapter, and the Kings Bay GA Chapter.

Comprehensive dental
coverage

for uniformed service
retirees

Enjoy fully-covered, in-network preventive care, including
up to
three dental cleanings a year.

That's the Benefit of Blue.:

BlueCross.
® BlueShield.

FEP Dental

Open Season is November 10 - December 8, 2025

Find & Join
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a Chapter



https://flmoaa.org/membership/
https://flmoaa.org/membership/

October2025
Halifax Area Chapter

Anita Williams, CDR, USCGR, 1st Vice President

Halifax Area Chapter: A Year of Service, Connection, and Growth

The Halifax Area Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) has been hard at

work throughout 2025, embodying our national mo t tNever Sfop Servingd Fr om communi t
engagement to member enrichment, this year has been one of meaningful activity, outreach, and
preparation for a vibrant slate of upcoming events.

Summer Activities & Community Presence

Even during the summer recess from monthly luncheons, our chapter remained deeply engaged in
community events that honor and celebrate service:

T Memorial Day Remembrances 1 At the Rockefeller Casements in Ormond Beach, Chapter
President Drew Hoffman and member Bancroft McKittrick served as veteran speakers,
paying tribute to the fallen and reminding the community of the cost of freedom.
1 Fourth of July Parade T Members proudly marched in the City of Daytona Beach parade,
representing MOAAGO6s continued presence and pa
1 September 11th Blue Mass & Tunnel to Towers Memorial i In Flagler Beach, the chapter
participated in solemn remembrance events, standing alongside first responders, veterans,
and community members to honor the lives lost and the resilience of our nation.

Chapter in the News

This summer, the Observer newspaper published an article on the Halifax Area Chapter, outlining

our activities and highlighting our role in the community. The article also issued a call for new

members to join our efforts, emphasizing how the chapter continues to grow while staying true to
MOAAG6Gs mission of service, advocacy, and fell ows

Click here to view our article: https://www.observerlocalnews.com/news/2025/auqg/26/halifax-area-
chapter-of-moaa-to-resume-speaker-series-invites-new-members/

Chapter Communications & Website Enhancements

To strengthen engagement with both members and the wider community, the Halifax Area
Chapterdés website has been significantly updated

1 Reading Room & Book Club i A place to explore thought-provoking works and foster
fellowship through shared learning.

1 The Speakers Corner 1 A dedicated section highlighting our upcoming guest speakers,
complete with biographies and a schedule of events.

Find & Join

Continued on next page
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These enhancements ensure that members can easily stay informed and involved.

Upcoming Events & Community Programs

Looking ahead, the chapter is preparing for several exciting initiatives:

1 Toys for Tots Drive i Championed by member Skip Keating, COL, USA (Ret), this effort will
bring joy to children in need during the holiday season while strengthening community ties.

T Veterands D&eyl ebbvreantti ng the O6Sergeantdé at the n
Veterands Memori al Pl aza in Daytona Beach. We
military branch of Service by O6recogni zing on
5 or higher as a NCO.

1 Speaker Series T Our 202571 2026 lineup continues to inspire, featuring voices such as Greg
Wilson, MAJ, USMA (Ret) Wounded Warrior Umpire Academy, Dr. Itzel Harriott (trauma-
informed counselor), David Lydon, Lt COL, USAF (Ret) Flagler County Veterans Services,
David Freeman, Lt COL, USA (Ret) veterands co
BG, USA (Ret) | eadership and veteranso issues

Save the Date: Holiday Gala & Silent Auction

The highlight of the year will be our Christmas Gala & Silent Auction in December, with proceeds
supporting the many ROTC and JROTC scholarships our chapter proudly awards.

We are honored to welcome Lt Gen Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret.) as a distinguished guest at this

year 6s Gal a, al ongsi de a esgaadchnemunitylgadeosf Thisfestive er s, s
evening promises to celebrate our mission of service, support our future leaders, and strengthen the

bonds of fellowship within the chapter.

If you would like to be part of our Christmas Gala and/or donate to our Silent Auction, Please click
here halifaxchaptermoaa.com/news-events/christmas-gala-silent-auction-2025-2 to coordinate with
1st Vice President, Anita Williams, CDR, USCGR.

Halifax Area Chapter 4" of July parade: HAC Board,
Member and Spouses - John and Patti Higgins, Jose
and Tami Vargas, Drew and Mary Lou Hoffman, Skip
Keating and wife Joan, Anita Williams and Don
Sebes, Joe and Colette Peabody, Bancroft
McKittrick.
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President Drew Hoffman and 2™ Vice President Anita Williams at
the Flagler Beach 9/11 Blue Mass and Memorial

Pierre Louis with Veterans for America -
Advocacy in Action
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2025 Christmas Holiday Gala
December 18, 2025
Social Hour: 1700 hrs

AGENDA

Tortellini (V) - $60 pp.
Entertainment by Sha-Boom
Reservations Required

£

"

MOAA 2025
SILENT AUCTION

This year we will be hosting a silent auction during our Christmas Gala to help
support our calendar year donations to include Coffee & Doughnuts, Bagels &
Bingo, the ERAU-ROTC,. and the Spruce Creek. Seabreeze and Mainland High

Schools JROTC.
from area busi art, intricate woodworks, gift
certificates and much more.

We will have gift bask

This will be a 100% donation so please consider bidding for these wonderful
items.If you would like to donate an item to be a part of the MOAA Halifax Area
Chapter Silent Auction you may contact Anita Williams at
(954) 650-9532 or Williams. AAnn@gmail.com
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Kingdom of the Sun Chapter

R. Craig Ham Colonel (Ret.) U.S. Army, President, Kingdom of the Sun Chapter

Our September Luncheon started with adding the 2024 5-Star Levels of Excellence Award and the
5-Star Col Marvin J. Harris Award medallions to our chapter streamers. Particular praise is due our
excellent newsletter editor, LTC Arlo Janssen USA (Ret.), who is passing that role on to CWO4
Gerald Walters. Arlo is a Past President of our chapter, was inducted as a chapter Member
Emeritus, and has been a stalwart of this organization for decades.

LtColCarolWal ker presenting LTC Arl o Ja
President gavel!

Fort King National Historic Landmark

Our luncheon program was delivered by Cori Dungan, an Archaeologist, who showed us artifacts
from the grounds at the Fort King National Historic Landmark. Cori explained the significance of
comparing various components of glass making to determine the relative sequence of events at this
fort from the Seminole Wars.

Our 26-year-ol d phil anthropic program, 0
the Fall distribution of school supplies T with immense help from
Chief Wise and the NJROTC Cadets from Vanguard High School.
Now that the dust has settled, we delivered 1,200 fully loaded
backpacks to forty-eight public schools i including two new
elementary schools that opened in the SW part of the county. We
also provided school supplies that filled over 5,000 backpacks
distributed through the Community Give-back initiative. All included
Stuff the Bus provided over $70,000 in retail value to help homeless
and needy kids achieve early academic success.

InMarionCounty we fiNever Stop Servingo
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