
 
 
 

 
 

I canôt believe October is here.  Fall is my 

favorite time of year in Florida.  I love it 

when the weather coolséat least slightlyð

and it doesnôt seem like a sauna when you 

go outside!  The past few months have 

been busy ones across the Council as we 

supported MOAAôs Summer Advocacy in 

Action (AiA) efforts and continued to 

prepare for our combined January 2026 

Leadership Training Seminar and 49th 

Annual Convention (LTS-C).  More on both 

of those below. 
 

Out and About:  I had some great visits over the summerðSee the pictures 

on page 2.  Ancient City Chapter invited all of the Northeast Area Chapters to 

an Officers Call at the National Guard Officers Club in St. AugustineðNice 

event(!); Nassau Co. Chapter hosted a visit by MOAA President and CEO, Lt. 

Gen. Kelly (USAF, Ret)ðThey also invited the Northeast Area Chapters and 

a nearby Georgia Chapter; and, the Council was represented at the Florida 

National Guard Leadership Conference in Palm Beach SpringsðThe National 

Guard Conference gave us an opportunity to share the many wonderful things 

we do across the state and in our communities with the Florida Guard 

Officers, and invite them to join MOAA and our chapters.  Gatherings of 

MOAA Members are always special and I want to thank Sarah McLevy, 

President of the Ancient City Chapter, and Tony LaVecchia, our Council VP 

and President of the Nassau Co. Chapter for sharing their chapter events with 

neighboring chaptersðThis is what ñCamaraderie with a Purposeò is all about!   
 

MOAAôs Summer Advocacy in Action (AiA) Campaign had our Legislative 

Advocacy mission front-and-center.  The month of August is traditionally the 

time when our Senators and Representatives return to their home districts to 

meet with constituents.  Many chapters set up meetings with their 

representatives, and we encouraged chapter members to contact their 

legislators through MOAAôs Legislative Action Center to remind them that we 
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take care of the serving military, other veterans, and their families, and we vote!  Council Legislative 

Chair, Pierre Louis, has more about the summer efforts and pending legislation in his article on page 

6, and youôll see some of the chapter supporting activities highlighted in the ñChapter Newsò section of 

this newsletter.  We encourage all of you, your families, friends, and neighbors to sign up in the 

Legislative Action Center (at https://moaa.quorum.us/) and send the prepared emails to our legislators.  

Anyone can sign up to ñbe an advocate!ò 
 

You should know by now that registration is open for our 49th Annual Convention and Leadership 

Training Seminar (LTS-C) occurring from 29-31 January 2026 at the Rosen Centre in Orlando.  It is 

shaping up to be an affordable, fun, and memorable event for all MOAA members, not just leaders.    

We expect MOAA Chairman of the Board, Gen. Thomas D. Waldhauser (USMC, Ret) to be attending 

and our guest speaker, along with Amanda Centers, MOAA Vice President for MOAA Charities, and 

CAPT Frank Michael (USN, Ret), MOAAôs Senior Director for Councils and Chapters.  In addition to 

informative workshops, there are opportunities for golfing, visiting the parks, playing for charity at our 

Casino Night fundraiser for The MOAA Foundation, a memorial service for those members we lost in 

2025, and a Military-themed ñDining Outò sponsored by MOAA.  Our January event is now one of the 

largest gatherings of MOAA members in the country, so plan to be there!  As in the past, we need both 

chapter and member support for this event to be successful.  Council VP Tony LaVecchia and Pat 

Kluever, our Immediate Past President and Event Chairman have more in their articles on page 3 and 

5.  Go to our website at www.FLMOAA.org to register. 
     

Enjoy the beautiful fall weather, make sure to TAKE ACTION with our legislators, and register for the 

Leadership Training Seminar and Convention--I look forward to seeing many of you there! 
 

As always, contact me if you have any questions at PresFCoC2024@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñNever Stop Serving.ò 

 

Ancient City Chapter Officers 
Call, 8 Aug,  with (L to R) 

Council VP Tony LaVecchia, 
Sarah McLevy-Chapter 

President, and Ron Birchall-a 
former NE Area VP and 

Chapter President. 

Visit to Nassau Co. Chapter, 9 
Sept, with Tony (R), Lt Gen Brian 

and Garrety Kelly (Center). 

Florida National Guard 
Conference, 27 Sep in Palm 

Beach Gardens with Jeff 
Cahoon President-SW Chapter 
(L), Gavin Chapman-Broward 
Co. Chapter (C-L), and Sarah 
McLevy-President Ancient City 

Chapter (C-R). 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/moaa-foundation/the-moaa-foundation/
http://www.flmoaa.org/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
mailto:PresFCoC2024@gmail.com
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Greetings Florida Council members, please join me in recognizing and 
extending a Happy Birthday to the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine 
Corps. Both maritime services will celebrate a 250th birthday on 13 
October and 10 November respectively. 
  

This next section is a MUST READ for Chapter Presidents or if you are attending the 49th 
Annual Convention and Leadership Training Seminar (LTS-C) in Orlando, 29-31 January 2026.  
 
The Florida Council requested information from members on issues that did not work well (requiring 
improvement) at the 2025 LTS-C.  A primary issue for a majority of attendees was the quality of the 
Audio / Visual (A/V) systems. You spoke and the Florida Council listened!  The following are some 
corrective actions the Florida Council is taking to improve the quality of the A/V systems. 
 

¶ VISUAL:  To improve viewing of the presentation slides, attendees are strongly encouraged to 

bring with them and use their personal devices to view the presentation slides.  Personal 

devices are Laptops, iPads, Tablets, large screen smart phones, and similar devices. There will 

still be continued use of projectors and screens to display slides by presenters.  Attendees will 

have the opportunity to download all LTS-C presentations prior to the event. Information 

pertaining to downloading presentation slides will be provided to attendees in mid-January 2026 

and there will also be an opportunity to download presentation slides during the LTS-C check-in 

process.  Chapter Presidents: Please ensure your chapter members are aware of the 

information in this paragraph. Area Vice Presidents:  Please ensure chapter presidents in your 

respective areas are aware of the information in this paragraph. 

 

¶ AUDIO:  The Florida Council is in the process of purchasing a professional grade audio system, 

speakers and microphones.  The intent of the upgraded audio system is to deliver clearer 

audio, with sufficient volume, to LTS-C attendees. 

Chapter Presidents:  There is only one combined FCoC event again for 2026, and we ask for your 
chapter to help off-set costs for participants and support the Charity-Fundraising Casino Night event 
for The MOAA Foundation. In past years, Chapters bought ads in the Convention Program to support 
the convention. Chapter contributions this year will go to provide food and reduce the costs for 
participants and/or help raise money for The MOAA Foundation.  Use the form at the following link to 
make your Chapter donation:  
 
Scan and email the form to me at vpfcoc@gmail.com. Payment is needed by December 1st, 2025. Go 
to the FLMOAA.org website to register and/or make payments online. If paying by check, mail the form 
with check payable to FCoC of MOAA at PO Box 254305, Patrick SFB, FL 32925.   
Thank you all for your selfless sacrifices and never-ending support.  If you have any questions or 
comments, I can be contacted at vpfcoc@gmail.com.  Let me know whatôs on your mind!   

Vice Presidentõs Message 
CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret)    
 
 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
mailto:vpfcoc@gmail.com
https://ncflmoaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Chapter_Form-9-3-25.pdf
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Florida Council of Chapters Events Calendar  
 

6-month schedule - tentative dates/times (Eastern): 

Bold shows required FCoC attendance & Chapter representation 

 

18 OCT:  FCoC Board Meeting 10:00 am to Noon - 2026 FCoC Budget approval 

23 OCT: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - MOAA Foundation 

28-29 OCT:  MOAA Total Force-Plus Convention & National Meeting, National Harbor, MD 

30 OCT:  MOAA National Annual Meeting, National Harbor, MD 

07 NOV:  Pups on the Rocks (Dogs Inc Fundraiser), Tampa (FCoC Sponsor) 

20 NOV: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - MOAA Annual Awards (for LOE,  

   Communications, Legislative Affairs, and Surviving Spouse Awards) 

18 DEC: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - 2025 Year-in-Review / 2026 Outlook 

17 JAN 2026:  FCoC Board of Directors Meeting (Virtual) 10 am to Noon   

29-31 JAN 2026: 2026 FCoC Orlando LTS-Convention at Rosen Centre (All Chapters) 

    (Casino Night Fundraiser for The MOAA Foundation is 30 Jan, MOAA Dinner 31 Jan) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Quiz: 
Who is widely credited for saying ñSome people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they 
made a difference in this world. The Marines don't have that problem.ò? 
 
Read through the Communique to find the answer! 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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HAPPY OCTOBERFEST!! 

 

Here we go into the holiday season. I know January 2026 seems like a 
long way away, but with the Holidays and New Year celebrations in 
between it will be here in no time!!  
 

Get ahead of the wave of Holiday and New Year events and sign up today on line at ñòFLMOAA.ORG" 
for the 2nd annual combined Florida Councilôs Leadership and Training Seminar & Convention 
(LTS&C) 29-31 January 2026 at the Rosen Centre in Orlando!! 
 
This year, based on your feedback from last year, we continue to improve this single annual-event to 
make it high-value-added for every MOAA member. Highlights: 

 Chapter Presidents will have a face-to-face with Council Leaders.  

 All members have a choice of day-long fun or high-impact training or a mix of both, e.g. Golf & parks 
or investments, survivors, writing grants. 

 A Casino Night charity event will generously support the MOAA Foundation, based on your 
attendance. 

 You will have access to a VA representative in the Hospitality Suite. 

 Area teams will meet to share best practices and plan events. 

 Your $40 per person registration fee will provide an awards dinner on Friday night cost-shared with 
Chapter donations, and the Saturday Dining Out will be provided by MOAA. 

 Attendees will have access to, and hear from MOAA leaders e.g. new Chairman USMC General 
Thomas Waldhauser, Navy CAPT Frank Michael, and VP Amanda Centers (MOAA Foundation & 
Scholarships). 

 Our legendary Hospitality Suite team will provide for your every need for information, for 
refreshments and snacks, and as a place to hang out with other MOAA members and friends. 

 
All of this and we take care of all required annual FCoC business in one event - I cannot think of a 
more impactful and cost-valued event. 
 

EVERY FLORIDA MOAA MEMBER NEEDS TO BE THERE! 

Register today at ñFLMOAA.ORG" 

Remember to reset Zeffyôs automatic fee to $0 before paying! 

Happy Thanksgiving, and see you in Orlando!! 

 

Immediate Past Presidentõs Message 
CDR Patrick  R (Pat)  Kluever,  USN (Ret)  
Naval Aviator (1320) -  Navy Test Pilot  School  
Graduate (Class -71)  

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
http://flmoaa.org/
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Current Situation: Continuing Resolution Status 
 
As of October 11, 2025, Congress remains locked in negotiations over a Continuing Resolution (CR) 
to fund the government, keeping the shutdown in its second week. The impasse continues to take a 
toll on military, veteran, and family support systems: 
¶ Troop pay is in jeopardy. Without emergency funding or a CR, active-duty personnel may 

face delayed or missing paychecks ð a burden on readiness and morale.  
¶ VA operations and claims processing are strained. Essential services are maintained, but 

the shutdown is causing delays in new program implementation, infrastructure maintenance, 
and backlog increases in claims. 

¶ Health and family support programs are disrupted. Programs tied to discretionary funding 
(nutrition assistance, mental health services, support for caregivers) are partially suspended or 
delayed ð undermining the support network military families rely on. 

¶ Uncertainty undermines readiness and planning. The longer this drags on, the more costly it 
becomesðnot just monetarily, but in recruitment, retention, and strategic operations. 

No Shutdown Should Stop Servicemember Pay: Support the Pay Our Troops Act of 2026  
 
Understanding the Continuing Resolution 
By law, Congress must pass 12 appropriations bills to fund federal operations each fiscal year. When 
lawmakers fail to do so by October 1, a Continuing Resolution temporarily extends the prior yearôs 
funding. This keeps government runningðbut freezes progress. No new starts, no inflation 
adjustments, and limited flexibility for modernization. 
In September 2025, the House passed H.R. 5371, a short-term 'clean CR' through November 21, 
2025. The Senate blocked it, arguing that it failed to extend key healthcare subsidies. As neither 
chamber compromised, funding authority expired on September 30, causing a partial shutdown on 
October 1. Negotiations continue as of this writing, but no bipartisan agreement has been reached. 
 
Legislative Notes 
The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for FY2026 remains under review. Both chambers 
proposed amendments that include improvements to TRICARE access, better housing conditions, and 
support for military spouses. Meanwhile, appropriations bills for FY2026 are stalled amid the ongoing 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/142300/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100062688398238&sk=friends_likes
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CR debate, delaying funding for defense programs, base infrastructure, and modernization efforts. 
 
Legislative Advocacy News 
MOAA continues to press Congress for immediate action. The organizationôs advocacy campaigns 
have sent thousands of letters and messages to Capitol Hill. Recent successes include the codification 
of the VA Experience Office, which strengthens accountability and ensures veteran and caregiver 
voices are heard. Despite the shutdown, MOAAôs work continues through the Legislative Action 
Center (LAC), which provides up-to-date campaigns, pre-written letters, and bill trackers. 
 
Take Action Now: Top priorities this quarter 
1) Visit the MOAA Legislative Action Center to send your message to lawmakers. 
2) Urge a bipartisan CR that protects military pay, benefits, and readiness. 
3) Encourage lawmakers to cosponsor MOAA-supported legislation like the Major Richard Star Act 
and Military Spouse Hiring Act. 
4) Share MOAAôs alerts across your chapter and social media networks. 
Hereôs whatôs next as MOAA continues its advocacy efforts statewideé 
Quick Hits & Chapter Field Notes 
During the August recess, MOAA chapters across Florida continued to engage congressional offices 
in support of MOAAôs top three priorities: 
 
1. Major Richard Star Act 
2. Prenatal Care for Military Families Act 
3. Military Spouse Hiring Act 
 
MOAA continues to track Florida delegation activity and encourage additional bipartisan 
support. 
 
Between House: July 25 to September; Senate: August 4 to September 1, 2025, two notable 
developments occurred among Floridaôs congressional delegation regarding MOAA-supported 
legislation. 
 
On August 1, 2025, Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-FL-16) became the newest Florida cosponsor of H.R. 
2033, the Military Spouse Hiring Act, and strengthening bipartisan support for expanding 
employment opportunities for military spouses. Later that month, on August 26, 2025, Rep. Mike 
Haridopolos (R-FL-8) joined as a cosponsor of H.R. 2102, further broadening Floridaôs representation 
behind that bill. These August additions signaled sustained engagement from Florida lawmakers in 
supporting MOAAôs key advocacy priorities leading into the fall legislative session. 
 
Chapters across Florida are encouraged to meet with district offices to highlight MOAAôs ongoing 
priorities. Use your local voice to emphasize stability, spouse employment, housing transparency, and 
TRICARE access. Each visit, call, and letter amplifies our message: sustained support for those who 
serve and have served.  
 
Backstory on legislative support on our priorities (www.congress.gov) 

In the 119th Congress, Floridaôs delegation has shown strong bipartisan engagement on key pieces of 
legislation supporting military families. In the Senate, S.1032 gained early support from Sen. Rick 

Continued on next page Continued on next page 
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Scott (R-FL) on March 13, 2025, followed by Sen. Ashley Moody (R-FL) on June 11, 2025. On the 
House side, H.R.2102 has drawn extensive backing from Florida lawmakers, beginning March 14, 
2025, with cosponsors including Reps. Daniel Webster, Kat Cammack, Sheila Cherfilus-
McCormick, John Rutherford, Maxwell Frost, Carlos Gimenez, Jared Moskowitz, Maria Elvira 
Salazar, Frederica Wilson, Scott Franklin, Lois Frankel, Cory Mills, and Neal Dunn. Additional 
Florida members joined in the following monthsðMario Diaz-Balart on March 21, Anna Paulina 
Luna on April 7, Darren Soto on April 8, Kathy Castor on May 13, Laurel Lee on June 27, and Mike 
Haridopolos on August 26ðdemonstrating sustained commitment to this legislation. 

Meanwhile, the Military Spouse Hiring Act (H.R.2033) also gained notable Florida support, 
beginning with Rep. John Rutherford on April 29, followed by Reps. Mario Diaz-Balart, Brian Mast, 
Kathy Castor, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, and Vern Buchanan, who added his name on August 1, 
2025. Its Senate companion, S.1027, was cosponsored by Sen. Rick Scott on March 13, 2025, and 
later by Sen. Ashley Moody on September 3, 2025. The S.2239 ï Improving Access to Prenatal 
Care for Military Families Act currently has no Florida cosponsors. 

Disclaimer: Content created using a combination of trusted sources ð including www.moaa.org 
articles, Google search Engine tools, generative Ai tools and human research. All content has been 
reviewed and approved to ensure accuracy and clarity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We salute Steve Murray, FDVA's Communications & 
External Affairs Director, for receiving the Distinguished 
Service Award from the National Association of State 
Directors of Veterans Affairs during their annual 
conference in Wyoming in September 
 
MOAA FCoC hit the jackpot with Steve on our Team and 
as one of our MOAA Family members!  

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
http://www.moaa.org/


October 2025 
 

  
 

The Council Communiqué      Page 9 

MOAA Take 
Action 

 

 
 
 
   

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Florida Department of  

Veterans Affairs Update 
Lt Col R. Steven Murray, USAF (Ret.) 
Communications Director, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
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A Practical Tool for Chapter Treasurers and Leaders 

Managing the finances of a nonprofit organizationðwhether organized as a 
501(c)(19) veteransô organization or a 501(c)(3) charitable entityðcan feel 
complex and overwhelming at times. To help simplify this responsibility, Iôve 
developed a comprehensive financial management guide that many of us in 

the Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) may find useful. 

This resource was designed with chapter treasurers, presidents, and board members in mind. It 
provides step-by-step guidance on setting up and using Quicken for nonprofit accounting, entering and 
tracking transactions, generating reports, handling end-of-month and year-end procedures, and 
maintaining secure records. It also includes helpful annexes covering critical areas such as IRS filing 
requirements (Forms 990-EZ, 990-N, 1099-NEC, 1096), Florida tax filings, audit and compliance 
checklists, disaster recovery planning, and treasurer transition support. 

The intent is not to prescribe ñone right wayò but to offer a practical, proven tool that can guide 
chapters in managing their financial operations with confidence and transparency. Each section is 
designed to be both instructional and adaptable, recognizing that chapters vary in size, resources, and 
leadership experience. 

This guide is also a living documentðopen to refinement and improvement as we share best practices 
across FCOC. If you take a look and have suggestions, I encourage you to share feedback so that it 
becomes an even stronger tool for all of us. 

Access the complete resource, including financial procedures, templates, and checklists,                   
by Clicking Here. For an editable Microsoft Word version, please email me at 
fcoctreasurer25@gmail.com.  

Together, by strengthening our fiscal management practices, we ensure that our chapters remain not 
only compliant but also well-positioned to serve veterans, military families, and our communities for 
years to come. 

 
 
 
 
 

Treasurerõs Report 
COL Mike Schroeder, USA (Ret), Treasu rer  

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IoqbM1nIXy2eeF8plof3p4emTyAwL2ht/view?usp=drive_link
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Protect your Health and Wealth: Long Term Care 
Considerations for Spouses and Surviving Spouses 

Suppose you might suffer a debilitating accident or a devastating stroke 
(these affect both young and old) and you are unable to care for yourself, 
temporarily or permanently.  You may think ñHow would I handle thatò?  First, 

with Godôs grace and family involvement; second with pre-planning. Consider the information that 
follows. 

Long Term Care can be expensive and location dependent.  The USA average in year 2024 was: 

 In-home care $30-$40 per hour, 

 Assisted living $4,000 to $6,000 per month, and 

 Nursing home care close to $100,000 per year. 

Most likely these will be higher for 2025.  This is not petty cash. Outlays, such as these, require careful 
planning. 

Fortunately, there are some ways to handle these expenses. Start early if you can. 

Ways to Pay 

Insurance products 

A Long Term Care insurance policy may cover home care, adult day care, assisted living, and nursing 
facilities.  Your age, health metrics, and amount of coverage desired establish the premium base. Both 
the premium and the coverage can have inflation increments built in. These premiums are much more 
affordable in the mid-40ôs or 50ôs ages. 

Hybrid Life Insurance with a long term care rider may be purchased. The policy accelerates the death 
benefit as you use it.  The any remaining policy value passes to beneficiaries as a death benefit. 

Self -funding 

An annuity you own may offer a long term care payout, or a guaranteed income stream that can be 
applied to health costs. 

Use your personal savings, investment accounts, or retirement accounts to pay for care. 

Convert your homestead and/or vacation home to a rental to create an income stream. These are 
emotional decisions. BUT, your home or vacation home may no longer be suitable for the new reality 
of your living needs. Use a professional to establish the lease, price, and conditions.  It may be 
possible to preserve that family reunion tradition by carving out that time frame from the leases. 
Review any income tax complications this action may pose.  

Surviving Spouse Corner 
Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison  

Continued on next page 
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Reverse Mortgages are a possibility for those over 62.  These convert your home equity into tax free 
income which you can use to pay for care.  These products are extremely complicated depending on 
your long term housing needs and financial situation.  Ask a lot of questions. 

Your assets are your tools to finance your new life situation.  Most state and federal programs require 
you to spend them down before you use their aid.  Please seek the advice of your family, a financial 
planner, or trusted advisor before you act. 

Safety nets 

Medicaid is a federal government program administered by the states. It covers long term care for 
those with limited income and assets.  States have their unique guidelines but most require a 
spenddown of assets before applying for aid.  Speak to an Elder law attorney or advisor.  They may be 
able to help preserve some of your estate before qualifying for eligibility.  The states have different 
requirements on assets, income caps, and state residency.  Also, not all Nursing facilities accept 
Medicaid. 

Aid and Attendance is a means tested benefit available to Qualifying veterans and their spouses. This 
assistance should be explored with a Veteran Service Officer. 

Thoughtful analysis of preparations and solutions for lifeôs possibilities can help you ask 
intelligent questions, make informed decisions, and attend to needs.  Your actions will benefit 
you and your family. 

 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
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Florida Launches Veterans Awareness Survey 
 
Please respond to the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs (FDVA) short survey for Florida 
Veterans, their Families, and Caregivers that the FDVA has just launched. The survey expires on 
November 2, 2025.  The FDVA Veterans Services Survey is designed to better understand what 
services Veterans, their families, and Caregivers are aware of at the state, federal, and local veteran 
service office level, and how they access those services if additional support may be needed.  On 
behalf of the FDVA, Iôm reaching out and asking for your help in spreading the word to ensure the 
FDVA gathers as many insights from survey takers as possible. Every response brings us closer to 
making sure no Florida Veteran, Family Member, and Caregiver goes without the benefits and support 
theyôve earned, and youôre helping shape programs and services that support Floridaôs Veteran 
community. 
 
¶ Campaign page: FDVA Veterans Survey Awareness Webpage 
 
¶ Survey link: FDVA Veterans Awareness Survey 

  

Florida Veterans Council Update 
MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret), FCoC Committee Chair  

Florida Veterans Council  

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://wkf.ms/4mqMlzv
https://floridavets.org/?page_id=13727&preview=1&_ppp=22fe0eb52d
https://wkf.ms/4mqMlzv
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Pups With a Purpose 
 

 
Florida chapter members support a nonprofit that trains service dogs 
AUGUST 22, 2025 

By Kathie Rowell 
Reprinted from:  https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/member-
spotlight/florida-council-of-chapters-supports-nonprofit-that-trains-service-dogs/  and the October 2025 Edition of 
Military Officer, p. 8 & 14. 

 
Rear Adm. Richard Buchanan, 
USN (Ret), kneeling at right in 
large photo, and wife Amy, 
second from left in large photo, 
co-raised a puppy (below) with 
neighbors Ken and Melinda 
Wellman. (Photos courtesy of 
Richard Buchanan)  
  
Puppy cuddles and kisses 
are a welcome benefit of a 
statewide service project for 
the Florida Council of 
Chapters. 
 

In addition to offering 
financial support to Dogs 
Inc, a nonprofit that trains 
service dogs, MOAA 

members volunteer at its Bradenton campus, help identify veterans and Gold Star families who could 
benefit from a service dog, and serve as ñpuppy raisersò or ñpuppy parent hosts,ò taking dogs into their 
own homes. The council has received two Community Outreach Grants from The MOAA 
Foundation to support the project. 
 

Rear Adm. Richard Buchanan, USN (Ret), and his wife, Amy, who have served as both puppy raisers 
and puppy parent hosts, felt drawn to participate after meeting a former Air Force officer with PTSD 
who had benefited from a service dog. 
 

ñWe heard how this service dog changed his life so dramatically and offered him the opportunity to 
avoid the suicidal ideations that he had been experiencing,ò Buchanan said. ñSeeing that was very 
important to us, and we wanted to participate in that particular process.ò 
  
 The Buchanans started as dog sitters, then took a puppy parent into their home, eventually adopting 
him when he was retired. After the dogôs death, the Buchanans partnered with their neighbors to co-
raise a puppy before sending the young dog to ñcollegeò to train as a guide dog. 
  

Letting him go was difficult, Amy Buchanan said, ñbut when you do it, you know you're going into it to 
help somebody else have a better life, that this dog is going to go out and give somebody the freedom 

Continued on next page 
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and the liberty that they might not have had before or give them the comfort and care that will allow 
them to go out into the world and enjoy it.ò 
 

Now, they are hosting another puppy parent. 
 

Col. Steve Bond, USA (Ret), president of the Florida Council of Chapters, said the idea behind the 
partnership is simple. 
 

ñIt's part of our philanthropy and community service mission to help all veterans in any way we can,ò 
he said. 
 

Dogs Inc Director of Mission Awareness Sean Brown, a U.S. Army sergeant who was medically retired 
and has a service dog, said the nonprofit is grateful for the support of military organizations.  
 

ñIt allows us to continue to place incredible dogs like the ones that I have received at no cost to every 
single recipient,ò Brown said. ñItôs all about taking care of troops. That's what we do when we get out of 
the military, and MOAA's helping us accomplish that.ò 

How to Help  

Dogs Inc puppy raisers can live anywhere in the U.S. Puppy parent host applications are not currently 
being accepted, but you can learn more about being a puppy raiser or donate to the cause.  
  

Kathie Rowell is a writer  in Louisiana. 
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Jeannie Stratis (Surviving Spouse Member), Sun City 

Center Chapter, Florida- 

MOAAôs Surviving Spouse Liaison Chapter-level 2024 
Award Recipient! 

Reprinted from www.MOAA.org/Stratis  

 
Husbandôs Early Death Leads MOAA Member to Serve Other 
Surviving Spouses - AUGUST 15, 2025 
 

By Judy Christie 
  
Col. John Stratis, USA (Ret), 58, ñwas a big, strong, loud man. 
We thought he was going to live forever,ò his widow, Jeannie 
Stratis, said. But he died in 2017 after an aortic aneurysm and 
stroke, leaving her with a child in high school and two in college, 
hard questions, and difficult decisions. 
 
Although her husband was organized, Stratis said, she didnôt know where he wanted to be buried nor 
the answers to some account security questions, such as his best friend in first grade. 
  
ñMainly, when my husband passed eight years ago, I didnôt know who to turn to,ò she said. ñI hadnôt 
thought it through beforehand. I had to scramble.ò  
 
After she learned the system, friends began to refer other people to her. ñI started getting all these 
phone calls from all over the world. I just started directing people and providing information.ò   
 
Those experiences and an invitation to a luncheon led her to MOAA, where she has served as 
surviving spouse liaison for the Sun City Center Chapter in Florida since 2022. She is also a member 
of the MOAA Surviving Spouses Virtual Chapter. 
  
ñThe old saying that óno one is promised tomorrowô is certainly true. You canôt 
delay the planning and the questions,ò she said. ñI just donôt want to see any 
other surviving spouse have the process be any more difficult than it has to 
be.ò  
  
For keeping surviving spouses at ñthe forefront of everything,ò Stratis has been 
chosen as chapter-level recipient of the 2024 Surviving Spouse Liaison 
Excellence Award. A MOAA Life member, she is known as a creative and 
dedicated leader.   
 
ñShe frequently rearranges her schedule to accommodate member and chapter needs,ò said Cmdr. 
William Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret), Sun City Center Chapter president. ñThrough Jeannieôs efforts to 
educate, encourage, and engage with our surviving spouse members, they have truly become an 
essential part of the chapterôs family.ò  
  

After her husband's death in 
2017, Jeannie Stratis became an 

active supporter of fellow 
survivors. (Courtesy photo) 

Continued on next page 
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He also praised her role in coordinating a Military Benefits Forum, a first-of-its-kind event in the area, 
that drew nearly 200 participants. Stratis also volunteers with the Tampa Bay Chapter of Blue Star 
Families and works as a realtor.   
 
Her key tip for all veterans and family members: Make sure you have a DD Form 214. 
  
ñGo home and lay eyes on it,ò she tells groups. ñThatôs the first document everyone asks for. It should 
be with your will.ò  
  
ñAn Army bratò whose father served for 31 years and ñ100% a military wifeò for 28 years, Stratis 
encourages others to get involved in volunteerism. ñThereôs a place for everyone to be a helping hand 
to the military community.ò  
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https://bluestarfam.org/chapters/tampa/
https://bluestarfam.org/chapters/tampa/
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Florida Council of Chapters òChapter Newsó   
 
 
 
 
 

Advocacy in Action 

 

The Cape Canaveral Chapter hosted 
Congressman Mike Haridopolos (FL District 8) 
at its recent luncheon. Congressman 
Haridopolos serves on the House Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology where he is 
the Chairman on the Space and Aeronautics 
Committee, and on the Financial Services 
Committee where he serves as the Majority 
Whip. He was accompanied by his district 
director, Pam Persse and Keith Van Buren, VA 
Coordinator. 
 
The visit was timely to support MOAAôs Summer 
Advocacy in Action Campaign and he was 
provided with the MOAA AiA issue papers. He 
stated he would support and co-sponsor the 
measures. Congressman Haridopolos said at the 
beginning of his remarks that his top priorities 
upon arriving in Washington were securing the 
border, affordability for Americans and the US becoming Space-dominant.  He also commented on: 
the 99% reduction in illegal border crossings; the significant increase in foreign investment in the US 

economy; the positive impact of the ñBig 
Beautiful Bill (now Act), especially tax 
policy; and the $10B increase for NASA.  
 

Following his remarks he answered 
questions from the audience.  There were 
136-chapter members and guests at the 
luncheon held at the Indian River Colony 
Club in Viera.  
 

Cape Canaveral Chapter 
John Franco , MOAACC Media Relations  
 

(L-R) Kieth Van Buren, VA Coordinator for 
Congressman Haridopolos; Colonel Steve Bond 

(USA-Retired), Florida Council President and 
Chapter Past President; Congressman Mike 
Haridopolos; Captain Steve Cusick (USN-

Retired) Chapter President 

(L-R) Kieth Van Buren, VA Coordinator for 
Congressman Haridopolos; Colonel Steve Bond 

(USA-Retired), Florida Council President and 
Chapter Past President; Congressman Mike 
Haridopolos; Captain Steve Cusick (USN-

Retired) Chapter President 

Congressman Haridopolos shares his comments 
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MOAACC Membership Reaches 1,000 
LTC (Ret) Hans F. Hunt 
MOAACC 2nd Vice President 
 
The Cape Canaveral Chapter of MOAA has reached its 1,000th member and we are currently at 
1,006 thanks to the efforts of the chapter members recruiting. The goal was set by MOAACC 

President Steve Cusick to reach a minimum of 1,000 members. LT Lillian McBee was our 1,000th 
member and is an Active-Duty Navy Lieutenant currently attending the Burrell College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, located on the FIT Campus in Melbourne, FL. Since 1 Jan 2025 to present, 
we have had 112 new members added to our organization. This is more than some chapters have 
in their entire chapter. Recruiting members for MOAACC is not only the responsibility of the 2nd 
Vice President, but also the responsibility of all MOAACC members. 
 

We encourage each member to always carry a membership application with them in their pocket, 
wallet, purse, car, and gym bag, etc.  At any given moment, members of MOAACC engage with 
other officers in various places around our 
community. It is encouraged to talk about 
our organization and encourage all those 
from the various branches of service who 
served in the officer or warrant officer 
ranks to join. Spouses of members can 
also become members and are also 
encouraged to join. So, letôs keep up the 
great job in recruiting!  Hooah! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LTC Hans Hunt, LT Lillian McBee, 
USN, (our 1000th Member) and 

President Steve Cusick 
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Fort Walton Beach Chamber Breakfast 

On September 5th, we got a little publicity 
for both the Scholarship Fund and our 
chapter Community Outreach programs by 
having a ñSpotlight Tableò display at the 
FWB Chamberôs First Friday breakfast. 
NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks, 
Scholarship Fund President Dave Parisot 
and Fred Westfall (taking photos) manned 
the table and explained our programs to 
the over 300 Chamber business attendees 
at this event.  This type of positive 
marketing should benefit our organizations 
in receiving donations and in new 
memberships. 

 

 

 

President Fran Hendricks addressing 
the FWB Chamber of Commerce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our guest speaker for September 4th meeting was our own Colonel 
Dick Solt.  Dick continued his talk about his ñvery differentò military 
and civilian career spanning over 50 years across the globe. 

 

 

 

Northwest Florida Chapter 
COL Bob Gramm, USAF (Ret), Editor, NWFMOA  Defender  Newsletter   
 

Continued on next page 
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NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks 
presents a coin to Brett Hinely, 

Okaloosa County School Board 
member, after his presentation at our 

August 7th membership meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past President Nick Marotta 
Presented NWFMOA Coin 

President Fran Hendricks presents 
NWFMOA Past President Nick Marotta 
with our coin.  Nick has moved to 
Tennessee but was visiting our area and 
joined us for lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member Liz Plauche 

President Fran Hendricks welcomed Liz 
Plauche, our new webmaster, to the 
NWFMOA Chapter. Liz has been working 
hand in hand with Fred Westfall so as to 
ensure a smooth transition and she is 
doing a magnificent job. 

 

President Fran Hendricks presented Liz 
with her NWFMOA Chapter coin. 

 

If you havenôt checked out our new 
website, go to https://nwfmoa.flmoaa.org/.   
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At right, Mary Bondurant receives an award from local radio 
personality Gina Birch with local radio station Sunny 106.3 FM.  
This station sponsors the annual award program 
ñOUTSTANDING WOMEN OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDAò to 
recognize inspiring female leaders and community members.   
Mary was recognized as the founder of óSANCAP PINK 
PROJECT, Inc.ò (also known as PINK OUT Sanibel & Captiva 
Islands) a charity to promote breast cancer awareness and 
provide address cancer related needs for island women who are 
un/under insured. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Moore, Chapter President and American Legion Post 123 
Commander, cuts the ribbon to officially commemorate the re-
opening of the Post after a years long rebuilding effort after 
hurricane devastation   

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MG James L Dozier Lee Coast Chapter 
Fred Bondurant  
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KELLY KOWALL, CEO AND PRESIDENT OF MY WARRIORS PLACE AWARDED A MOAA 
COMMUNITY GRANT AT THE MOAA TAMPA AUGUST LUNCHEON 
By Carol Zieres, COL USA (Ret) 
Photo credits: Carol Zieres 
 
Ms. Kelly Kowall, CEO and President of the nonprofit, My Warriors Place (MWP), received a MOAA 
Community grant award for $1950 in recognition for the enhancement of the quality of life programs and 
services that MWP provides to military Veterans in the Tampa Bay area 
.   
Kelly introduced a new program starting up this fall, called the 82ND COMPASS PROGRAM, designed to 
give Veterans a road map and some directions to be able to leave the fight within and integrate back into 
civilization. This 6-month program teaches resilience that over time will help the veteran bounce back strong! 
This is free for any 82nd Veteran. 

 
COL Carol Zieres, USA (Ret) presented Kelly 
Kowall the MOAA Community Grant. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tampa Chapter 
CAPT Sara Marks, NC  USN (Ret), Director for Communications  
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FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL TAMPA NJROTC RECEIVES  
MOAA NATIONAL GRANT AT AUGUST MOAA TAMPA LUNCHEON 
 
By Pettis Sims, LCDR USN (Ret) 
Edited by: Sara Marks, CAPT NC USN (Ret) 
Photo credit: Maryna Juman 
 
Freedom High Schoolôs NJROTC is pleased to receive the MOAA National 2025 Grant. This yearôs MOAA 
grant money will be used for bus transportation to out of county competitions; help with entry fees and paying 
for meals for cadets participating in competition. Competitions include orienteering, marksmanship, and Brain 
Brawls. 

 
 ñNJROTC has taught me much about leadership and discipline, but not only that itôs also taught me about 

community. From community events to competitions, Iôve met some amazing people and got to experience 
things most high school kids donôt. Accepting this grant has given me much appreciation for the MOAA 
organization. This day I took two freshman cadets, who were learning Color guard, myself, and the unit's 
Admin Officer. We all appreciate and enjoy MOAA anytime we go to these monthly meetings. We are very 
grateful to be a part of something so respected. Thank you MOAA.ò ï Chelsey Parks, Cadet Color Guard 
Commander. 
 

 
L to R: K. Krivan, I. Selvaggi, Admin Officer, C. 
Parks, Color Guard Commander, and K. Krivan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

L to R:  I. Selvaggi, Admin Officer, C. Parks, 
Color Guard Commander and MSgt Laura 

Hernandez, USMC (Ret), Naval Science 
Instructor Freedom NJROTC accepting the 
MOAA National Grant for 2025 from MOAA 

Tampa Chapter President LTC Paula Stewart, 
USA (Ret). 
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MOAA President & CEO Visits the 

Nassau County Chapter (FL-49) 
 
As Steve Bond noted in his opening 
remarks, Lt. Gen. Brian Kelly, USAF (Ret) 
visited the Nassau County Chapter (FL-49) 
on 9 Sep 2025, accompanied by his wife 
Garrety. General Kelly discussed a wide 
variety of MOAA initiatives, to include the 
MOAA scholarship program, Crisis Relief 
program, MOAA Foundation Community 
Outreach program, and The MOAA 
Foundation (TMF) Career Transition.  This 
program offers uniformed service members 
and veterans of all ranks, and their families, 
high-quality, career-development events and 
activities designed to introduce them to a range of civilian career possibilities, including professional 
certifications, advanced education and training, franchise ownership and entrepreneurship. In 
addition, he discussed MOAAôs advocacy initiatives which included the Major Richard Star Act, 
improving TRICARE access for families and support for military spouse employment. There were 70 
members and guests in attendance, including representatives from the Florida Council, the Ancient 
City Chapter, the NE Chapter, the Flagler County Chapter, and the Kings Bay GA Chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Halifax Area Chapter: A Year of Service, Connection, and Growth 

The Halifax Area Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) has been hard at 
work throughout 2025, embodying our national motto, ñNever Stop Serving.ò From community 
engagement to member enrichment, this year has been one of meaningful activity, outreach, and 
preparation for a vibrant slate of upcoming events. 

Summer Activities & Community Presence 

Even during the summer recess from monthly luncheons, our chapter remained deeply engaged in 
community events that honor and celebrate service: 

¶ Memorial Day Remembrances ï At the Rockefeller Casements in Ormond Beach, Chapter 
President Drew Hoffman and member Bancroft McKittrick served as veteran speakers, 
paying tribute to the fallen and reminding the community of the cost of freedom. 

¶ Fourth of July Parade ï Members proudly marched in the City of Daytona Beach parade, 
representing MOAAôs continued presence and patriotism. 

¶ September 11th Blue Mass & Tunnel to Towers Memorial ï In Flagler Beach, the chapter 
participated in solemn remembrance events, standing alongside first responders, veterans, 
and community members to honor the lives lost and the resilience of our nation. 

Chapter in the News 

This summer, the Observer newspaper published an article on the Halifax Area Chapter, outlining 
our activities and highlighting our role in the community. The article also issued a call for new 
members to join our efforts, emphasizing how the chapter continues to grow while staying true to 
MOAAôs mission of service, advocacy, and fellowship.  

Click here to view our article: https://www.observerlocalnews.com/news/2025/aug/26/halifax-area-
chapter-of-moaa-to-resume-speaker-series-invites-new-members/ 

Chapter Communications & Website Enhancements 

To strengthen engagement with both members and the wider community, the Halifax Area 
Chapterôs website has been significantly updated. New features include: 

¶ Reading Room & Book Club ï A place to explore thought-provoking works and foster 
fellowship through shared learning. 

¶ The Speakers Corner ï A dedicated section highlighting our upcoming guest speakers, 
complete with biographies and a schedule of events. 

Halifax Area Chapter   
Anita Williams, CDR, USCGR, 1st Vice President 
 

Continued on next page 
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These enhancements ensure that members can easily stay informed and involved. 

Upcoming Events & Community Programs 

Looking ahead, the chapter is preparing for several exciting initiatives: 

¶ Toys for Tots Drive ï Championed by member Skip Keating, COL, USA (Ret), this effort will 
bring joy to children in need during the holiday season while strengthening community ties. 

¶ Veteranôs Day Event - Celebrating the óSergeantô at the newly unveiled Volusia County 
Veteranôs Memorial Plaza in Daytona Beach. We will be honoring the óbackboneô of any 
military branch of Service by órecognizing one of your ownô members who held the rank of E-
5 or higher as a NCO. 

¶ Speaker Series ï Our 2025ï2026 lineup continues to inspire, featuring voices such as Greg 
Wilson, MAJ, USMA (Ret) Wounded Warrior Umpire Academy, Dr. Itzel Harriott (trauma-
informed counselor), David Lydon, Lt COL, USAF (Ret) Flagler County Veterans Services, 
David Freeman, Lt COL, USA (Ret) veteranôs connections & inspiration and Ernie Audino, 
BG, USA (Ret) leadership and veteransô issues. 
 

Save the Date: Holiday Gala & Silent Auction 

The highlight of the year will be our Christmas Gala & Silent Auction in December, with proceeds 
supporting the many ROTC and JROTC scholarships our chapter proudly awards. 

We are honored to welcome Lt Gen Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret.) as a distinguished guest at this 
yearôs Gala, alongside a gathering of members, spouses, and community leaders. This festive 
evening promises to celebrate our mission of service, support our future leaders, and strengthen the 
bonds of fellowship within the chapter. 

If you would like to be part of our Christmas Gala and/or donate to our Silent Auction, Please click 
here  halifaxchaptermoaa.com/news-events/christmas-gala-silent-auction-2025-2 to coordinate with 
1st Vice President, Anita Williams, CDR, USCGR. 

 
Halifax Area Chapter 4th of July parade: HAC Board, 
Member and Spouses - John and Patti Higgins, Jose 
and Tami Vargas, Drew and Mary Lou Hoffman, Skip 
Keating and wife Joan, Anita Williams and Don 
Sebes, Joe and Colette Peabody, Bancroft 
McKittrick. 
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Daytona Beach 4th of July parade ï John and Patti Higgins: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

President Drew Hoffman and 2nd Vice President Anita Williams at 
the Flagler Beach 9/11 Blue Mass and Memorial  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pierre Louis with Veterans for America - 
Advocacy in Action  
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Our September Luncheon started with adding the 2024 5-Star Levels of Excellence Award and the 
5-Star Col Marvin J. Harris Award medallions to our chapter streamers.  Particular praise is due our 
excellent newsletter editor, LTC Arlo Janssen USA (Ret.), who is passing that role on to CWO4 
Gerald Walters.  Arlo is a Past President of our chapter, was inducted as a chapter Member 
Emeritus, and has been a stalwart of this organization for decades.  
  

 
Lt Col Carol Walker presenting LTC Arlo Janssen with his ñPast 
President gavel! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        Fort King National Historic Landmark 

 
 
 

Our luncheon program was delivered by Cori Dungan, an Archaeologist, who showed us artifacts 
from the grounds at the Fort King National Historic Landmark.  Cori explained the significance of 
comparing various components of glass making to determine the relative sequence of events at this 
fort from the Seminole Wars.                                                           
 
Our 26-year-old philanthropic program, ñStuff the Busò, wrapped up 
the Fall distribution of school supplies ï with immense help from 
Chief Wise and the NJROTC Cadets from Vanguard High School.  
Now that the dust has settled, we delivered 1,200 fully loaded 
backpacks to forty-eight public schools ï including two new 
elementary schools that opened in the SW part of the county.  We 
also provided school supplies that filled over 5,000 backpacks 
distributed through the Community Give-back initiative.  All included 
Stuff the Bus provided over $70,000 in retail value to help homeless 
and needy kids achieve early academic success.   
 
In Marion County we ñNever Stop Servingò 

Kingdom of the Sun Chapter   
R. Craig Ham, Colonel (Ret.) U.S. Army, President, Kingdom of the Sun Chapter 
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