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It was great seeing so many chapter leaders and members in Orlando at our
Leadership Training Seminar and 48™ Annual Convention!

|/

What a wonderful event and special
thanks to our Convention Coordinator
and Immediate Past President, Pat
Kluever and the Council Convention | RS
Committee for a tremendous effort-- Samacouen
We learned, we had fun, we

remembered, and we raised money
for a worthy cause! Lt Gen Brian

ABKo Kelly-MOASAF, Check Presentation to The MOAA
President and CEO and his wife Foundation at the LTS-Convention
Garrety were our guests for the 2025

weekend, as well as Amanda

Centers-MOAA Vice President for Development (MOAA Charities), and Dena
Kilgore-Program Director for Affiliated Councils & Chapters. Thank you to all
those that attended. We had 168 registered for the event from 32 of our
thirty-seven Chapters, along with representatives from Georgia and New

York! Our Casino Night Fundraiser for The MOAA Foundation raised $5,500

for that great organization that has done so much for Veterans in Florida. The
event offered an opportunity to close out an extremely successful 2024 and

start the New Year off with our chapters working toward common objectives

and purposes. Thank you too to our business partners and sponsors--We

could not do an event of this magnitude without their support, and you will see
the patron sponsor advertisements in this newsletter. The briefings, other
material including the Memorial Service Program, post-convention survey

results from the gathering available from our website inthe i Dr o p share x 0
folder, and the pictures from the event are also available. See
www.FLMOAA.org/events. The LTS-Convention was a shining example of
what we mean by fACamaraderie with a Pl

Continued on next page
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At the Council Board of Directors and Business Meetings in Orlando, we appointed new Council
leaders and elected four new Area Vice Presidents (AVP).

T
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CAPT Tony LaVecchia (USN, Ret.) was appointed and approved by the Board of Directors to fill a
vacancy as Council Vice President-Be sure to read 3SodgdsOobipalysd i Vi
COL Mike Schroeder (USA, Ret) was appointed as the Council Assistant Treasurer.

Barbara Ingram (Spouse Member) was appointed as Council Webmaster.

COL Niche Patxot (USA, Ret) was elected as the West-Central AVP.

Col Clyde Slick (USMC, Ret) was elected as the Northeast AVP.

Col Jeff Watson (USAF, Ret) was elected as the Northwest AVP

LTC Dan Hill (USA, Ret) was re-elected as the Mid-Central AVP.

Welcome and congratulations to the new Council Leaders! The newly elected AVPs will begin their
two-year terms of office this summer.

With our first ever combined LTS-Convention for the Council behind us, we have a busy spring and
summer ahead. Here are the main efforts:

T

MOAA Take

Advocacy in Action (AiA): Our Legislative Advocacy mission is center stage with AiA

preparations underway for meetingswi t h Fl ori dads | egi sl ative repr

7t -10™. Council Legislative Affairs Chairman, Pierre Louis has more on page 9, but we need all

our members to sign up in the MOAA Legislative Action Center and TAKE ACTION prior to the

April meetings to voice your support for MOAA legislative initiatives. This is a time to show again

that Florida leads all MOAA with our legislative advocacy efforts!

Preparations for the Florida Virtual Network Implementation: The concept of bringing in all

MOAA Membersd 38,0000 under the council umbrella is continuing. While we are waiting for the

database of members from MOAA, we have a new first-rate website (www.FLMOAA.org), a thriving

Facebook page (www.facebook.com/MOAA Florida Council of Chapter), and are expanding into

other social media (YouTube, Instagram, and LinkedIn). All chapters need to update their

information on the MOAA website (www.moaa.org/chapter/chapter-listing-page/). We are using

t hat as the Al andi rhlippter BIQAA dembers ipFodda a ceetral focation to

find out more information about your chapters and to join!

Upcoming Summer Activities and Fundraising:

AThe Counci l is sponsoring two AFriends and Fa
Vacations. -Ausiress€ uareriineeso, designed to off
great rates and offer incentive money for chapters promoting the cruises. See the MOAA
Vacations ad on page 25.

A The Council has also entered into an agreement with S&L Entertainment, The Stu and Laurie
Show. This family-oriented variety show that will highlight what the council and our chapters do
to support veterans in our communities! Check out their website at
www.thestuandlaurievarietyhour.com/ and see the ad on page 28 for more information.

Continued on next page
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We are off and running in 2025. Thank you to all our volunteer leadersd | salute every one of you for
what you do in our communities and for each other. As always, contact me know if you have any
guestions at PresFCoC2024@gmail.com.

ANever St olpo Serving

VicePr esi dent ¢

CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret)

Greetings Florida Council member s, |
you in Orlando at tdomedellTiSght e€d ntgce alsd
your Florida Council Vice President
my first newsletter to introduce my:!
Mur phy for his service, and best wi
from his accident.

A | i tatbloatbmme; ilgi nally from Hauppaug
my wife Andrea andinlthe veurnmenwul BeesiFdtent of t he
and also the NE Area VP for another few moant hs.
Chapter on oaahu3 0 Hlear INavy Captain (Naval I nt el l
majority of my -Racaiefeirc irnegihcen,| noddwt al so served ir
Di ego, and a few otheru)]omptdadswadsdi xkeWWwWhihnhyAnimhy y
was an infantryman and served inl BEurbb® Reg.l 9449

year old, he was severely wounded on Good Friday
me andradcdhé&tpéere was no question in my mind that |
As the Florida Council Vice President, I see my
priorities and assisting the Area V®sthad haptlt e!
Thasnkto all who supported and/or attended the 20:
all who provided feedback in the survey question

future events, sol MASKEweY GUaRy Vil OMBAHE ARB. provi ded
survey questionnaire results to your Chapter Pre
LTEonvention briefings-Candemateni @aD2bnshheelLT8I d
| ocated on our gwve bttt pe : évéhimo@pBa os @Yr & xwtd o tcdkd utbol es e

In | ieu of the full report, here are a few selec

T We received nearly 40 responses t o t hned esdurtvoe ya
guestions

T Topics from al/l presentations were viewed as |
T There were a significant number of responses
slides

T The Team Task Round Table discussions were Vi€

MOAA Take
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The castnandi §pynote dinner were viewed favor

=

T By a margin sl2ii,dhrtd sypdmedenttshamant to continue
LTS

1T By a margism:, bfrespanldgnts want a combined LTS/

T The Pizza Party and HalslpiffavotgblSaaicemmertes ve

1T The Partner Displays were viewed very favorahb
| f you have any questions orv pcfocnonte@dtnsa i |L.eccoanme b k n

wh&t on your mind! All the best, Tony.

Florida C ouncil of Chapters Events Calendar

12-month schedule - tentative dates/times (Eastern):
Required FCoC Attendance & Chapter Representation

15 FEB 2025: MOAA Award submissions due (LOE, Harris Comms, Surviving Spouse & Legislative
Excellence)

27 FEB 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - Committee Module NRT

28 FEB 2025: MOAA Foundation Grant submissions due

05 MAR 2025: MOAA Virtual Leader Training Workshop (New Leaders)

27 MAR 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - Chapter Visit & Awards Program

07-10 APR 2025: 2025 AiA In-Person Washington D.C. (3 Teams)

24 APR 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm i Cheddar Up--Chapter Dues Pay Portal

17 MAY 2025: Virtual FCoC Board of Directors Meeting 10:00 am to Noon - New officer installations

29 MAY 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - Chapter Health

26 JUN 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - General Council Issues

19-26 JUL 2025: FCoC Sponsored-MOAA Vacationsii Fr i e nd s armight dfussen\lVdstgro
Caribbean i Depart Tampa

24 JUL 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - Recruiting & Retention

13 AUG 2025: MOAA Virtual Leader Training Workshop (Experienced Leaders)

28 AUG 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - Virtual Chapters

01 SEP 2025: Registration Opens for 2026 LTS-Convention at Rosen Centre, Orlando

11-20 SEP 2025: FCoC Sponsored-MOAAVac at i ons A Fr i &-nighsSowherd F a mi

Caribbean Cruise 1 Depart Ft. Lauderdale
25 SEP 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - Council & Chapter Mentorship
18 OCT 2025: MOAA Virtual FCoC Board Meeting 10:00 am to Noon - 2026 FCoC Budget approval
23 OCT 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - MOAA Foundation
20 NOV 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - MOAA Annual Awards
18 DEC 2025: MOAA Virtual Roundtable 7 pm - 2025 Year-in-Review / 2026 Outlook
29-31 JAN 2026: 2026 FCoC Orlando LTS-Convention at Rosen Centre (All Chapters)

MOAA Take

Action
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llll Florida Council of Chapters 4

M T’ - . i " e
Leadership Training Seminar

& Convention!
17-19 January 2025

Qe [[[IMOAA

Rosen Centre Hotel | Orlando, Florida

ORLAN DO=

MG JAMES L. DOZIER
LEE COAST CHA

Check-In

¥

. . | 3 :
Casino Night! Winners and Prizes!

Serious Play...For Charity!

Camaraderie with a Purpose!

MOAA Take
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[III Florida Council of Chapters ;

Leadership Training Seminap—
& Convention!
# 17-19 January 2025

Thank you to all that attended!

For Convention Briefings, other Material & More Pictures
go to www.FLMOAA.org/events/

e

Leadership Awards

Dinner Reception Guests Prizes!

A Salute to our Leadership Training Seminar &
Convention Business Partners!
I:LEET Patrons &
TANDING ~ -eomser ""
b C

CONCORDIA

'JJJ United  FullsLife “"MOA A MOAA DENTAL

Healthcare

FOUNDATION
QB <7 . @
25" Westminster
Communities GEHA Government Employees

of Florida Health Association

UNITED

FIch FLORIDA COUNCIL
Vendors : OF CHAPTERS

OF MOAA

A

74

\ **»VETERAN'S & ‘::”.‘

Yy lless Bt cigna
&) Freedom Plaza
And More... Be sure to thank them!

AA

n
2

AA

Thanks to our Business Partners and Sponsors!

Join us again Next Year—29-31 January 2026!

MOAA Take

Action
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Immediate Pastfers 1 dent 0O ¢

CDR Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret)
Naval Aviator (1320) - Navy Test Pilot School
Graduate (Class -71)

AMIi nd Your Hel m Coxswain to brin
make for the Rosen Centre in Orljs

Our Florida crew overwhelmingly appreciated the combined 2025 FCoC Leadership Training Seminar

and Convention (LTS-C). Web6ve taken Captain Tonyods summary of
for the 2026 LTS-C event at the Rosen Centre in Orlando, and | signed the contract last Friday
(1/31/2025) for the dates 29-31 January 2026.

Initial Agenda Thoughts for LTS-C 2026 Based on Your Feedback
Virtual Board Meeting 1 week prior to the LTS-C (Bylaws)

THURSDAY

Chapter Presidentés Officerés Call f
or Chapter Presidentds representatiyv

Pizza Party Welcome & Early Check-In

or open di a
e.

FRIDAY
One full day to choose between FUN and LEARNING

FUN: A day of Golf (Randy Fiebrandt coordinator) or shuttles to Orlando attractions (Need a
volunteer coordinator).

LEARNING( Pot enti al Topi cs) : nbaMOAA Grant\VBosksh@e mi nar , Wi
Membership/Recruiting & Retention Workshop, Strategies to Meet Your Financial Goals, VA
Benefits & Claims Update, Chapter Webmaster Best Practices, Making Zeffy Work For You,
Chapter Treasurer Workshop (Let me know your preferences or additional topics to consider.)

A buffet dinner after a day of fun or learning with awards presentation.
Charity Casino Night with more tables, a cash bar, and table snacks.

SATURDAY
Legislative Team Update
Surviving Spouse Update
Memorial Service
Organized Spouse Events - Linda Mosely coordinator
Annual Business Meeting (Elections - Budget Approval) (Bylaws)
Area Chapter Team Meeting with AVP

MOAA Take

Action Continued on next page
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MOAA Policy, Procedures, Support Updates
Pre-Dinner Reception
Military Ball (Welcome, Toasts, Dinner, Keynote, Presentations)

SUNDAY

Leaderds Meeting (MOAA, Triad, AVP, invited Gue
NOTE: Hospitality Suite open Thursday thru Sunday events.

| would appreciate your comments on the proposed 2026 LTS-C day6és events and

Best Regards, Pat Kluever (IPP & FCoC Event Coordinator)
fpatkluever@gmail.com" or Cell: (540) 775-4955 (Voice or text)

Proud to offer
you and your

- family quality
dental coverage

That’s the Benefit of Blue.

# fugss, FEP Dental’

bcbsfepdental.com

MOAA Take
Action
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Legisiative Affairs

CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret), Legislative Chair

MOAA Legislative Update:
Read about the latest MOAA

Advocacy News and Calls- to-Action l I
here
Take Action Now! ll
MOAA

e

ADYOCACY IN ACTion

https://moaa.quorum.us/

| am thrilled to share that our recent training on the Legislative Action Center at the LTS in January
was a tremendous success. The participation was outstanding, with great attendance interaction from
all of you. It was particularly rewarding to see so many members getting trained and registered on the
utilization of the Legislative Action Center. Most importantly, we managed to get a lot of new
registrations, and | hope that the chapter presidents and representatives will continue to guide you on
how to use this valuable tool. We realize there are some challenges in the digital divide, however, we
will continue to press forward in providing up to date legislative/advocacy news to your desk.

As | began to pen my comments for this monthos
article from Brenden McMahon, Associate Director, MOAA that summed up very key points | wanted
to address in this issue.

Source: www.moaa.org

Overview: MOAA emphasizes advocacy for military and veteran communities as the 119th Congress
begins, urging members to engage in legislative efforts. Visit the center today to create or update your
account.

As the 119th Congress begins its work, MOAA is ready to champion critical issues for the uniformed
services and veteran communities. With new legislative priorities in focus, now is the perfect time to
join the effort and ensure your voice is heard.

MOA A 6 s lative ction Center makes it easy to connect with your elected officials and advocate
for meaningful change. Whether youbfre new to t
youbre prepared t o s uppistthe centqr mdayio greqte @ apogiea/oug n s .
account.

At MOAA, people are our cornerstone. Our priorities for the 119th Congress reflect our commitment to
protecting compensation and benefits, ensuring access to top-tier DoD and VA health care, and
addressing the unique challenges faced by military families and veterans. These efforts underscore

MOAAGOG6s unwavering dedication to those who serve

at this link.

MOAA Take
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In the coming weeks, MOAA will roll out new campaigns via the Legislative Action Center, allowing
you to contact your legislators with just a few clicks. Stay tuned for updates at MOAA.org and in The
MOAA Newsletter to learn how you can take action.

Once youbve |l ogged into the center, you can stay
allows the site to remember your login details and provides streamlined access to MOAA campaigns.

Avoid clearing cookies, as doing so will require you to log in again the next time you visit the site.

Foll owing these steps ensur es youbo0 reficieatly wharyMOAA e a d
campaigns launch.

VIDEO: MOAAGO6s AdvocWeydédeplay eapepreéeeisate your comil
mission. Your advocacy plays a crucial role in advancing the priorities that matter most to the military

and veteran communities. Together, we can make a lasting difference for those who serve and have

served.

AiA 2025

Each year, the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) mobilizes its members and
supporters to advocate for predetermined legislative priorities affecting the military community. This
Advocacy in Action (AlA) effort is a campaign where members meet with lawmakers to push for
policies that protect and improve the lives of service members, veterans, retirees, and their families.
This year our 2025 AIA event is scheduled for April 7-10 and will bring MOAA leaders and advocates
to CapitolHil, t o engage with directly with | egislators
legislative priorities will focus on five key issues, carefully selected to address the most pressing
concerns facing the military community. MOAA will provide detailed policy briefs and talking points to
ensure we are well-prepared to present a unified message to lawmakers.

MOAAGs grassroot smembengd hp ayvhaleibpaténdiraym-person
meetings, contacting legislators, or using the Legislative Action Center to send letters and emails.
Each voice strengthens the case for meaningful legislative change. Our Florida team will consist of
myself, COL Steve Bond, FCOC, President, CAPT Tony LaVecchia, FCOC, Vice President and we
have included COL Eunice Patxot, 15t Vice President, Sun City Chapter to serve as an alternate.

As AlA 2025 approaches, MOAA encourages all members to stay engaged, sign up for action alerts,
and make their voices heard in support of those who serve.

MOAAGs sustained advocacy efforts havaeatodpiggl t o ma
proposed TRICARE fee increases, securing better benefits for military spouses, and protecting
military housing allowances. The organi zationds consistent pre
recognition as a top lobbying organization for 18 consecutive years.

In our last issue, | talked about a new and very important Florida MOAA Legislative Action Report
that was showcased at LTS in Orlando. On the next page, | have provided a copy of that report that
can be found at Florida MOAA Legislative Action Center Engagement Report from January 1 -
September 30.

MOAA Take

Continued on next page
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This is our Florida Section extracted from the report.

Number of

Number of  Actions
Chapter Name Registrants  Taken
FLOO - Florida Council of Chapters 56 268
FLO1 - MOAA-Bradenton Chapter 12 39
FLO2 - Broward County Chapter of the MOAA 11 23
FLO3 - Cape Canaveral Chapter 196 2946
FLO4 - Cape Coral Chapter of MOAA 11 116
FLO5 - Central Florida 67 342
FLO7 - Imperial Polk County 11 46
FLO8 - Clearwater Chapter 26 193
FLO9 - MOAA of Southwest Florida 26 89
FL11 - Gainesville Chapter of the MOAA <10 197
FL14 - Kingdom of the Sun Chapter 18 121
FL15 - Lake & Sumter Counties Chapter 83 551
FL18 - Northeast Florida Chapter 58 860 Column A: Chapter Name
FL19 - Northwest Florida Chapter 71 703
FL21 - MO-Bay County Chapter <10 <10 Column B: Number of
FL22 - Pensacola Chapter 41 559 members registered online.
FL23 - St Petersburg Area Chapter 30 249 (For Chapter Presidents,
FL24 - Military Officers Assn of Sarasota 41 632 this number is how many
FL25 - South Dade Chapter <10 80 members out of your
FL26 - Tallahassee Chapter 14 75 membership have
FL27 - Tampa Chapter 64 840 registered.
FL28 - Treasure Coast Chapter 11 35
FL30 - West Volusia MO Chapter 28 191 Column C: The amount of
FL31 - Charlote Harbor Chapter 24 582 times letters were sent to
o L Gttt ' gy Membersof Congress the
FL35 - Suncoast Chapter 20 329 period from Jan i Sep.
FL36 - Indian River Chapter 20 78
FL39 - Halifax Area Chapter 24 269
FL40 - South Central Florida 25 447
FL41 - Flagler County 14 70
FL42 - Sun City Center 25 110
FL44 - Suwannee River Valley <10 <10
FL46 - Ancient City Chapter 19 193
FL48 - Palm Beach - Martin Counties 16 167
FL49 - Nassau County Florida 38 532
FL50 - Florida Keys Chapter <10 <10
FL51 - Historic Mayport 29 237

MOAA Take

Action
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Election Alert

Former Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody has been sworninasFl or i dads |j untoor
replace Senator Marco Rubio, who has left the position after being appointed by President Trump and
later approved by the Senate with a 99-0 vote.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) set a special election date to fill the District 1 and District 6
vacancies. The primary elections for the districts were held on January 28". In District 1, Jimmy
Patronis (R) will run against Gay Valimont (D) and in District 6, Randy Fine (R) will vie against Josh
Weil (D) in the general election on April 1, 2025

TAKE ACTION ALERT

Protect Mil i tary Spousesd® Empl oyment

At the time of this writing, MOAA has just launched its first Active Legislative Campaign for the 119th
Congress, and it requires your immediate attention. Recent executive actionsd specifically, A Ret ur n
In-Per son Wdr kbeafFeder alcouldunintemignallf raenenditarp spouses

employed by the federal government.

We are calling on the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) and the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) to create exemptions for military spouses, ensuring that those with remote work
agreements and Domestic Employee Teleworking Overseas (DETO) agreements are protected.

What You Can Do:

Click TAKE ACTION in the Legislative Action Center to send a message to your congressional
representatives, urging them to

Adopt reallocation measures within agencies to retain federally employed military spouses.

Use existing flexibilities, such as extended leave without pay and letters of reinstatement
eligibility, to keep spouses in the workforce.

Recognize the federal g 0 v e r n meimhelgirg mititary} spouses overcome employment
challenges, especially in remote duty station locations.

Military spouses already face significant hurdles in the job marketd 44% live in areas with negative job
availability. By taking action, we can ensure they are not further disadvantaged.

MOAA Take
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DENTAL PLANS WITH VISION BENEFITS.*
ONE MORE REASON TO SMILE.

For federal employees, federal retirees, military retirees and their families.

~\

Visit geha.com/MOAA m \,ﬁac'i
or scan the QR code to learn more. —

*T hese benefits are neither offered nor guaranteed under contract with the FEDVIP Program but are made available to all Enrollees who become members of G.E.H.A and their eligible family members.

© 2025 Government Employees Health Association, Inc. All rights reserved. SA-ADS-0125-002

February Quiz:

Can you name the 4 military veterans who have played in a Super Bowl?

Read through the Communique for the answer.

MOAA Take

Action
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Check Out our NEW Council Website!
i

HOME  ABOUT  COUNCIL INFORMATION v EVENTS v COMMUNITY SERVICE  PERS. AFFAIRS v RESOURCES COMMUNIQUE  CONTACT

Florida Council

Military Officers Association of America l I

of Chapters  moaa

@ www.FLMOAA.org

Are you a Currently Serving, Former, Retired Military Officer or Warrant
Officer or a Surviving Spouse of an Officer living in Florida?

Find out what we are all about by going to our new website. On the
site, you’ll find information on:

« Our Legislative Advocacy mission on behalf of ALL 1.5 million Veterans in Florida

« Our Community Service and Philanthropy efforts for Veterans-in-Need, the
Serving Military, and military minded students

« Promoting Camaraderie with a Purpose with events and social activities for
Members, Spouses, and Friends

« Our Newsletter, The Council Communique, published in February, April, June,
August, October, and December, and packed with information about our council
and chapter activities

« Our Events and Activities--Training for Chapter Leaders and State Conventions
« Resources for Veterans and their Surviving Spouses

« Finding a MOAA Chapter in Florida—With 37 Chapters across
the State, there is one near you!

Come Join Us!

MOAA Take

Action
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Florida Department of
Veterans Affairs Update

Lt Col R. Ste ven Murray, USAF (Ret.)
Communications Director, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs

FIl ori da Depar t meAftf aa fr sV eH02s kalccegsed Impacting
Statebds Veterans

are highl i gh tintiatyes providingcciitieassupapnodr t t o6 oViet sit an £,
and surkDVAyr swhi ch d&élhe barnanti eve( Bstlaagrcso nisri i t ut i onal
char tdeerpeadr trmesmptonsi bl e for&seserivmaged heedNanhdohar ges
Vet epamul Hperab m.g as t he premier @dbinhitl loifo ne nMertye rfaon
FDVAperaheswar k of SiHames \patodvriadress st at ewide outr
conndeterwand$h ear ned s earnvdi cseusp,p obretnnef i t s

With the2@ddb6evofRon DeSantDegp aandnetnit e GAFIfodreirdsa & i ©
t he
Y

|l nvest ment i n Veterans:

Governor Ron DeSantis signed many veteran-friendly bills into law following the 2024 Florida
Legislative Session:

T HouseBill725expands the eligibility f-temcadafaiitstei ons
include spouses or surviving spouses of qualifying veterans. The Florida Department of
Vet erans Affairs has 1,102 skilled nursing an

Nursing Homes across the state, and currently is in the process of adding a tenth home that will
give Florida the most state-operated facilities in the nation.

1 House Bill 1329 focuses on programs and expands benefits for veterans here in the state of
Florida. More specifically, the bill:

o Designates that Florida is for Veterans, Inc. (Veterans Florida), a non-profit created to
helpomi | itary veterans transition to civilian
for military transition assistance for Veterans and their spouses reaching the end of their
service career.

o lncreases Veterans FI| or inidetdeteveb membeds, witf a ndw r e
appointee allocated to both the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

o Revises the Veterans Employment and Training Services Program to:

MOAA Take

Continued on next page

Action



https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/

February 2025 The Council Communiéu Pacel6

A Match Veterans and spouses with businesses within their preferred market and
industry;

A Encourage entrepreneurship and growing veteran-owned small businesses;
A Prioritize grant funds for training, certification, and licenses;

A Provide that businesses patrticipating in the Veterans Employment and Training
Services Program may also receive a grant under any other state-run program;
and

A Authorize Veterans Florida to assist state agencies in recruiting Veteran talent into
their workforce and maximize veteran access to benefits, services, training, and
education.

o Creates a fee exemption on hunting and fishing licenses for honorably discharged
Veterans with a qualifying service-connected disability.

o Requires public school instruction on the history and importance of Veterans Day and
Memorial Day.

o CreatesandfundstheMaj or John Leroy Haynes Florida \
record the stories of Fl oridads Veterans a

T House Bill 357 designates each November as Veterans Appreciation Month and replaces
Veterans Week with a month-long recognition of Veterans.

In addition, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced that an additional 176 Florida schools have earned the
Purple Star School of Distinction designation for their extensive support of military families. There are
now nearly 400 schools throughout the state that have earned a Purple Star School designation.
Additionally, five school districts have earned the Florida Purple Star School District designation
established this year. The five school districts awarded the Florida Purple Star School District
designation are Bay, Brevard, Citrus, Okaloosa and Santa Rosa.

Il n 2024, FDVA State Veteranso6 Service Officers a
information and counsel on earned services, benefits and support. In addition, State Vete r a8 8 r v i C ¢
Of f i c e precedsa nearly 44,000 new claims on behalf of Florida Veterans, and helped recover

more than $259 million in retroactive benefits for Florida Veterans and their families. Included in the

2024 budgetis an increase inthenumb er of St ate Veteransod Service
large Veteran population and the addition and expansion of U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

health care facilities.

Il n the aftermath of Hurricanes HelSemwiee OHicerdwerki | t on
deployed to Multi-Agency Resource Centers and Disaster Recovery Centers in hard-hit counties to
connect more than 380 veterans and their families to earned services, benefits and support.

The Fiscal Year 2024-2 025 Foc us Buture budgerfundsa demtal grant program that will
enable deserving qualified Florida Veterans to receive no-cost dental care to improve their general
health, as the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs reports only 15 percent of enrolled Veterans
nationwide are eligible for dental care.
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FDVAOGs nrorwarddMarghVet eransd Newsl etter continues to
subscription-based newsletter has more than 62,000 subscribers and is available by
visiting www.FloridaVets.orqg.

FDVA printed 450, 0Pt e 5 B 0 PedittbihattheF| orvViedaer ans o6 Ben:
Guide, courtesy of a gr antFoiindadom An ihteractivd ooling vdrsion I aldoe r a r
available on the FDVA website at www.FloridaVets.org.

Gov. Ron DeSantis signed proclamations honoring Veterans this year, including for Memorial Day and
Veterans Day, Vietham War Veterans Day in Florida, the 80th Anniversaries of D-Day and the Battle
of the Bulge, Korean War Remembrance Day, Florida Purple Heart Day, POW/MIA Recognition Day
and Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day in Florida.

Hope Florida:

Hope Florida brings together the vast resources of our community to create a seamless network of
support. When you call (833) GET HOPE, youoll be
guide you on an individualized pathway to achieve prosperity, economic self-sufficiency and hope.

Hope Florida supports Veteransbhy connecting them to andcommuiys, ea

resources through Hope Navigators. Unique to this expansion, Hope Navigators are coordinating with
FDVAGs State Veteransod Service Officers t chan8B85si s
Veterans and their families were served by FDVA Hope Navigators in 2024.

Ment al Heal t h:

Under the | eader sh

I p of Gov. Ron DeSanGmesitand hfkia
services continue to

receive the attention they

T TheFlori da G&v e&€€rhmdrl enge is an i nterageneyndt eam ¢
vet eswminci de through identifying veteoansci adne
tobail ored resources. To read mo wew.SaveFLVdiseorgGov e

T First Lady Casey DeSantis is a champlio®i dldpsu
fodheal i ng campaign, which combi nes tpihvateseckossour c
tobetter serve those struggling with ment al h e

T The Florida Vet ei-&ahMy Blu\eBratd 8LcienleebI Bahednniger
i 2024 The support praowi cde nd o mfuiedbappddiara conreentoit @  n
communi ty 24daurs adayg sesen days a week.

Career and Job Opportunities:

Veterans Florida is a State created non-profit that provides career, SkillBridge, and entrepreneurship
resources and training for separating and retiring service members, veterans, members of the Guard
and Reserves, and their spouses across Florida. The budget continues a $2 million annual investment
in Veterans Florida activities to build a skilled military and veteran talent pipeline into the state.

VeteransF|l ori da al so administers the stat e 0-dutySekvicd | Br
members with high-tech, Florida-based employers during their last six months prior to discharge. Over
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200 service members have completed their training and moved into careers in law enforcement,
aerospace, manufacturing and other high-skilled industries.

The Veterans Florida Agriculture Program builds the next generation of agriculture leaders. Over 70
veterans and active-duty service members completed training in Fiscal Years 2020-24, working

alongside leading instructors at UF/IFAS research farms across the state and receiving hands-on
training to compete in one of Floridads most cri

More than 170 participants attended the 2024 Veterans Florida Expo held June 7-8 in Tampa. It
featured 25 speakers, more than 40 exhibitors and employers, and awarded $17,500 to veteran
entrepreneurs in the statewide Battle of the Pitches.

The Florida Department of Commerce, the Florida National Guard, the Florida Department of
Veteransd Affairs and participating Florida empl
Workforce Development Boards to connect Veterans with great careers in their communities. The

annual statewide hiring events for Veterans and military families i Paychecks for Patriots i were held
throughout the month of November. Hope Navigators from several State Agencies connected

Veterans and their families with vital services.

The Florida Department of Commerce launched the Spousal License Reciprocity Matrix in 2024, a
one-stop reference source for helping military spouses transfer, renew, or reissue professional
licenses they need for work after relocating to Florida. For more information,

visit https://www.floridajobs.org/docs/default-source/military-files/military-defense/fl-slr-matrix.pdf.

The 80th Anniversary of the Gl Bill was June 22. More than 56,000 Floridiansus ed ear ned GI
benefits2Oi2mcffigcaher their secondary educati on.

State Voidloemeans

The Focus & nF Utl wrré dhauvidngteot 2<ni2ghyniel@dover nosupe®amntsi $ h
operationseo fgstaBtuovet emansd nursing homes and one
support Floridads | egacy Veteransd Homes, the bu
necessary to provide Veteransd Ho mefthe-arsfacilitetmat s a
meets their needs.

T Five FDVA State Vet er an s 6staNratings in 20g4 fridno theeCenteesdor n e
Medi care and Medicaid Services. They are the
in Panama City, the Baldomero Lopez State Veterans 6 Nur si ng Home i n Lan
Clyde E. Lassen State Veteransd Nursing Home
Ni ninger State Veteransdé Nursing Home in Pemb
Veteransd Nursing Home in Port Charlotte.

T The Clyde E. Lassen State Veteransd Nursing H
Bronze i 2024 Commitment to Quality Award from the American Health Care Association and
National Center for Assisted Living. The award recognizes organizations that meet
progressively rigorous standards of performance to improve the lives of residents and staff in
long term and post-acute care.
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M9 The Douglas T. Jacobson State Veteransd Nur si
Tax Watch Government ProductiviiyAwar d f or i ts fiWeekend Warri or
focuses on recruiting employees to fill weekend, evening, and night shifts, during which the
facility typically uses the greatest number of staffing agency personnel. Part-time workers are
hired to fill weekend shifts with the incentive of having greater flexibility in their work schedules
and a shift differential for non-day shifts.

T The budget includes approval of a $10 million
ninth State VdibneeriraGolied Cothtyrupon fedgral grant approval. Once this
new skilled nursing home is completed, Florida will have the most state-oper at ed Vet er
Nursing Homes in the Nation.

1 Florida hosted the 2024 Summer Conference of the National Association of State Veterans
Homes in Orlando.

Women Veteranso6 Outreach:

A new comprehensive website for Floridabds 168, 00
at https://womenveterans.floridavets.org. The Sunshine State is home to the second-largest population

of women Veterans in the nation. Many women Vete
of federal and state benefits, including special programs.

Flor i da VéHaedrla nosf Fame:

Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Cabth ettt ev @atnesd i nri @n it haeu
Vet e dHaanl sl of Fame 2 0PHse @A scd acsfs t o ent énducttes e Hal |
include:

Augustus Aikens, Colonel, Florida Army National Guard (Ret)
Ronald Beasley, Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret)

Jennifer S. Carroll, Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy (Ret)
Thomas Corey, U.S. Army Veteran i Deceased

Arthur F. (Chip) Diehl I, Brigadier General, U.S. Air Force (Ret)
Loretta Ford, U.S. Army Veteran i Deceased

Lorraine Holland, Major, U.S. Army (Ret)

Beatrice Love-Moore, Chief Yeoman, U.S. Navy (Ret)

Lionel Lowry, U.S. Air Force Veteran

John McGee, Major, U.S. Army (Ret)

Carl Miller, U.S. Marine Corps Veteran

Charles Mohr, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret)

Jerry Neff, Brigadier General, Florida Army National Guard (Ret)
Ronald Rook, Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret) i Deceased
Karen fAiSued Roper, Commander, u. S. Navy (Ret)
Steven Saladino, U.S. Army Veteran

Kurt Schuh, Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force (Ret)

Jon Shebel, U.S. Marine Corps Veteran

James Stavridis, Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret)

Harold Youmans, Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret)
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Surviving Spouse Corner

Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison

I n January, the Florida Council pres:e
Conf erence. Two new SSamsiati tnggn dSepd.u s
to these | adies for supporting their
responsibility. And cheers for the ¢
l uncheon meeting after the program at
i n ouk WO prepare spouses to be Survi
needs of caregivers and surviving spouses.
My presentation introduced some new informati on
available from different sowmhraves .al rMdardy Swemrwiewdi n
Caregiver. I wish that | had this information w

role today.

Caregiving can be a difficult and exhausting rol
for dental and medical appointments, haircuts an
near by, finding a trained, experienced substitut

Thi-rtye hours of ee$piotmetheeEaVvaiababh Dol e Found
of a veterlint ps Clohtihiadd ehnehl epr/orse.soprbgy/ef pi hBo@nrTed4 1290.2 | f t |
veteran is regi,sttehree oV AW iftraley wsti ibef sMAe spi t e to the pr
as training and emotional supporli85-3682I1714 t he VA

Al so, at the Training session, Pierre Louis gave
Action ( Ai A ) from ouhepbpngoul Mi gysadwar keat of

The Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter is offering
MOAA AdviomaAgti on with any tr agwdl .wi lNMajber tGen grueal
March 18, 2025 at 1 pm Eastern time, addressing
already a member of the Chapter you wil/ recei ve
mssvcO02@ymai [Apcpoom cati on for membership i s free a
Surviving Spouse Liaisons of Chapters and Counci
sent an invitation.
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Persaal Affairs

COL Paul Loschiavo, USMCR (Ret)

Hot Stock Tips

Over thirty five years as a Merrill L
broker o), I was often asked for a fAho
stock tipo was early in my financi al

retired golfer capital of the world, had lots of golfers. Virtually all of my local clients were serious
golfers, or at least thought they were.

A company named Calloway Golf came out with a driver called the Big Bertha. As a non-golfer, even |
knew much about it. CallowayGol f was scheduled to figo pubico in
wanted shares. As a rookie, | got something like 400 shares for my clients. Four of them each got a
hundred shares, which they all sold within minutes of the opening, just about doubling their money.
(Opened at 16, they sold in the low thirties.)

I was a hero. At | east to those four. Unarf-one. t un

Truth-be-told, | have had two other stocks that have generated tens of millions of dollars in profit for
clients over that thirty-five year career. , Both are ETFs or Exchange Traded Funds. Both are based
on indexes. Neitheré is very sexy.

They are the Vanguard Growth Fund (ticker VUG) and Vanguard Dividend Appreciation Fund (ticker
VIG).

ETFs are first cousins of mutual funds. Most often, ETFs are tied to an index. In an ETF, there is
usually no manager picking stocks. ETFs trade on an exchange, just like a stock.

Thereds an ETF that foll ows t he Dandandtienteasfolldws tthes s t
S&P 500 (ticker SPY). If you buy one share of SPY, you own a portion of each of the five hundred
companies listed in the S&P 500. You could theoretically redeem your one share of SPY for portions

of each of the five hundredunder | yi ng compani es. Though thatos
institution such as Blackrock, with trillions of dollars in assets to work with, would do that arbitrage
conversion in a heartbeat, any time that they could make a profit doing so. For this reason, ETFs tend

to trade very close to their indexes.

SPY happens to be sponsored by State Street. They charge 9.45 basis points per year for doing so.
One basis point is 1/100th of one percent. State Street charges 16 basis points for sponsor DIA.

VI G and VUG are sponsor e d cldnyto-fdneensdow aostdhvestingvaadivg@e a r d
and VIG are extremely low, coming in at four basis points per year for VUG and six basis points for

VIG. Basically, for every $10,000 invested in either of them, you pay just $4 a year for VUG and $6 a
year for VI G. You candét get out of Starbucks fo
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The key to both are their underlying indexes. Vanguard Dividend Appreciation ETF is based on the

S&P Dividend Growers Index. To be in the index, a company must have raised its dividend every year
forthe lastteny e ar s . For what ités worth, VIG paid out
share in 2024. Using my eyeball cal couerthoseaten, t ha
years. VIG ended 2015 priced at $83.94 per share and ended 2024 priced at $195.83 per share, so

the price per share more than doubled over the same time frame.

| could never figure out why someone would want to live on fixed income, when you can so simply live
off of risingi nc o me . |l tés an addeddoobbes topa. when your prin

The top ten holdings in VIG are Broadcom, Apple, Microsoft, JP Morgan, Visa, ExxonMobil, United
Healthcare, Mastercard, Visa, Costco, and Proctor& Gamble. | t 6 s a saf e bet t hat
them.

The Vanguard Growth Fund is based on the CRSP Large Cap Growth Index. This is an index of large
companies that exhibit above average earnings growth, above average revenue growth, and high
price-to-bookr at i os . |l t6s top ten holdings are current
(Google), Meta (Facebook), Tesla, Eli Lilly, Broadcom, and Visa.

Indexes are basically self-selecting. To be in the index, a stock must meet the criteria. Period. If it
doesndt, itdos out. You could run these funds on

VUG has 285 billion dollars In assets and VIG has 185 billion in assets. VUG holds 182 stocks and
VIG holds 337.

Last year, US News ranked VUG number 3 out of 1,111 large cap growth funds. And it costs just four
basis points a year to own. Wow.

An interesting thing occurs when you own both. If one goes through a rough time, the other tends to
do better at that point.

Soé. here are some statisti cs.:ountiesredirthelwomasary, 2
averaged 14.18% per year for the last ten years. 2022 was the worst year with a combined loss of

21.49%. The best combined year was plus 34.59%, and the combination was positive eight of the ten
years.

Think about that. They earned better than 14% per year for ten years during a period that included
three presidents, two impeachments, the worst inflation since the seventies, the highest interest rates
in decades, the worst pandemic in a century, the worst military event since Pearl Harbor, and two wars
breaking out on the planet.

Can you imagine what it would have been like had times been good?

And, despite the volatility, the dividends received increased every year!
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Personally, | 6ve onl y ehugngwhickedee ahe Itownedthe éeastohadthe a |l w
ti me. This results in 6buying | ow. o0 |l 6ve yet t
one of which I had the most (on a doll ar basis).

For those so concerned, growth is tax-free in a taxable account until you sell something. Dividends, in
a taxable account, are taxed at a reduced rate. In retirement accounts, both are tax-free until you
withdraw anything, and then fully taxable at your top rate.

All things being equal, | favor holding growth investments in the retirement accounts and dividend
investments in the taxable accounts. You spend dollars in the taxable accounts while dollars are
somewhat inaccessible in the retirement accounts.

Ther e are a bunch of moving parts in this part of

As | write this, VUG is trading for about $426 a share and VIG is trading for about $202.50 a share. |
just noticed. VUG was trading for about $101 a share in December 2015. It is up by more than a
factor of four since then. Double wow.

You can buy both of them on a no-commission basis in a Merrill Lynch online account after a minimum

deposi t. Thateé is not bad. Y o u gecpltiormb Theong/i t her
difference would be client service and fees.

Oh, boy. Il just gave away my secret sauce recip

Paul Loschiavo is a retired Marine Corps Reserve colonel and a retired Merrill Lynch senior vice
president where, over a thirty five year career, he lead a team that managed over five hundred million
dollars in client assets. .

SOLEMN PRIDE

HORSE ADOPTION CAMPAIGN

SUPPORT US IN ADDING ANOTHER
TEAM TO CONTINUING TO HONOR
VETERANS AND FIRST ESPONDERS

YOUR SUPPORT WILL ALLOW US TO CONTINUE
HONORING VETERANS AND FIRST
RESPONDERS FOR ANOTHER 10 YEARS!

$10 AND A SHARE CAMPAIGN

Support our nonprofit initiative in honoring veterans
by donating $10 and/or sharing this link.

Use the QR code or Solemnpride.org (support tab)

First decade of service has delivered over 700 interment honors to include:

Four Revolutionary soldiers Five forgotten World War I Veterans
First Female General WWII Tuskeegee Airman
SgtMajor of the Army WWII MIA for 82 Years

OTHER CEMEMONIES - WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA, AMERICAN POLICE HALL OF FAME
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FOUNDATION

Making a Difference for Florida’s Uniformed Services Community

l" MOAA

What Does The MOAA Foundation Do?

v

THE CRISIS RELIEF PROGRAM distributed more THE CAREER TRANSITION PROGRAM supports
than $200,000 in 2024 to Florida veterans servicemembers of all ranks, and their families, as
affected by hurricanes Helene and Milton. they seek success after leaving uniform.

THE MILITARY SPOUSE PROFESSIONAL THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM offers

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM provides this grants to MOAA Councils and Chapters that

untapped talent pool with employment deliver direct assistance to servicemembers

opportunities and resources. past and present, and their families, in their local
communities.

Want to learn more about these programs,
apply for support, or donate to the cause?
Visit charities.moaa.org

PHOTOS: COURTESY; GEORGERUDYYGETTY INAGES; VIOLETASTOMENOVA/SETTY MAGES; COURTESY OF MOAA'S TREASLRE COAST CHAPTER
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MOAA 2025 Florida Friends and Family Cruises
Sponsored by the Florida Council - Choose from two cruises

INCREASE THE FUN FACTOR —Being surrounded by like-minded people offers you the chance to
share experiences and make new memories together. Group travel can give you the chance to
meet people and make new friends. You’ll meet individuals who are also passionate about travel
and have experiences that are similar to your own. Plus, you save money and receive free amenities!

g

LCILN Y
e = 3

9-night Southern Caribbean Cruise 7-night Western Caribbean cruise
Celebrity Cruises - Celebrity Reflection Royal Caribbean - Grandeur of the Seas
September 11-20, 2025 July 19-26, 2025
Inside from $1,463 Inside from $877
Verandah from $1,939 Oceanview from $1,061
Itinerary: Ft. Lauderdale, day at sea, Puerto Plata, Itinerary: Tampa, day at sea, CocoCay (Private
St. Thomas, Antigua, St. Lucia, St. Kitts & Nevis, Island), at sea, Cozumel, Costa Maya, at sea, and
two days at seas, and return to Ft. Lauderdale. return to Tampa.
MOAA Amenities MOAA Amenities/Savings
* Celebrity Beverage Package e $50 Onboard Credit per stateroom
* Complimentary WiFi e Save $557 per person on 2V Insides
e $50 Onboard Credit per stateroom * Save $436 per person on 2N Oceanviews

["lMQAA Toll.Free Telephone: 1-800-211-5107 '

VACATIONS Email Address: mail@MOAAvac.com

For complete details, including detailed day-by-day itinerary, please visit us online
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Make a Resolution to Visit the Florida Medal of Hono

Memorial & Visitors Center

By Barry Foster

The FIMerdiada of Honor Memorial & Visitors Center h
and execution, the facility was dedicated in cer
numer ous presentations and the aoipiofy apeneddtb
For decades, Highlands County had a makeshi ft& pa
hi ghest honor. It began in 1991, when a Medal of
Hi ghl ands Coumtry mdeal t wibDédpthe building itself n
Honor recipient Major Thomas B. McGuire. Ten yeal

with a structure.

Il n 2011, a Medal of Honor Par kheRounrhdeateifdmrwas Ad g
unsuccessful attempts to establish the park near
George Blvd. south of Sebring, the focus shifted
The final |l octéer sact abntbe Commerce and South Eu

t he Highlands County Stepping Stones Girl Scout
had fallen into disrepair. I n fact ,betsavasdso i

A New Day

new FI

The design of e
ors Centf}l
d

h
Museum and Visit
The building i esigned
Scout House. I both rep
some & fdesti gn featatriersg |

and dar k outer bl ock on

t
i

S
t

tribute to the | og cabin
Scout house. And the flo
now is inlaid in the cei
Center.

Organi zer se plroaci asteidont hbet
Hi ghl ands County Courth
County Governmbaetngenhe
of eveobNdathiimg .t hat t he

With one composite sni
Representative Kaylee Tuc
Robert Ronald I ngram, and
Border s cutoptemd nrgi i then FI

n-:

and sidewal ks made the Honor Memorial & Visitoll
for all citizens.

The gr ounHKlisoroifda hMedal of Honor Memorial feature
than 650 plants, representing more than 40 indig

environment for the current 24 MekalStaft eHonor R
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The entire facility is estimated to have come in
including | abor and material, was donated by <con
Representative Kayleade aTuwakaralesro neitldwarnd dol | ar gr

help fund the project.

The Dedicati on

The Florida Medal of Honor Memori al and Visitors
ceremonies on December 12, 2024erEhle bye Robtee t a Rad
sole |iving Medal of Honor recipient from the St
I nside the Visitors Cente S - Wi
plaques |l isting the two

recipients from the stat e bi
ofaceh one, and the acts red
their nominatimat @& ohirgehesz |
mllitary honor . |
Al so on the walls are se\ dit
information about Medal N I n
nort hwest corneruoiqubedlr

of artifacts from Major :
graduate of Sebring High : oL [ d
hi ghest aviation ace in \.o. . . ... ... ... x\-kil
when his aibrcraft was s " " de of the Floai Gan
dogfight with Japanese has displays feat ri2ndg Mead
Philippines.

Honor recipients, twietalc hi rofr
foreground is a display c

ddi t by Major Thomas McGuire of
o being

Visitors Center, the facility
enter, where clubs, groups, or
earn more about the Medal of F
ife and | imb in the service of

he rFld,m Medal of Honor Memori a
taffed by docents who can gi ve
pen Tuesday through Saturday f
nformation on the facility may
ttps://floridamedal of honor. org

This shadowbox contains
Thomas Mg Glui nal mi ssi on
unearthed durfimmcad pex o
to recover his plane.
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BREAKING NEWS - DON'T MISS OUT!
The Florida Council’s Newest Partner

G b Lovii b

ENTERTAINMENT CHANNEL

+

"The Stu & Laurie Variety Hour", streaming on "The Stu & Laurie
Entertainment Channel” will feature what the MOAA Florida Council and
our Chapters are doing for Veterans, the Serving Military, their Families,

and Military inclined students. This wonderful new family-oriented TV
variety show aims to raise awareness and funds for our organizations.
This will amplify our message in a way that has never been done before
in Florida...and worldwide!

Subscribe now for the PRE-LAUNCH SPECIAL - WATCH INCREDIBLE
ENTERTAINMENT PRIOR TO FIRST SHOW LAUNCH.

Pre-Launch price will be held for one year!

SUBSCRIBE NOW AT:
©

IHE .
¢ Stu &~ L//(//#/'

VARIETY HOUR

©

www.thestuandlaurievarietyhour.com
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EROM A GREAT LEGACY A

NEW COMMUNITY RISES

With over 30 years of experience, Fleet Landing has fine-tuned the art of retirement living
in Atlantic Beach. Now, we are adding an extraordinary new location in Ponte Vedra —
Fleet Landing at Nocatee. Discover our high-caliber, resort lifestyle with countless

opportunities to thrive and the peace of mind that only a Life Plan Community can bring.

FLEEI ‘TANDING

MOAA Take

Action



https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/

June 2023

FIl ori da Counci | o f

Nature Coasthapter

By COL Mark Bodenheim USAR (Ret), Membership Director

MILITARY OFFICERS

The Military Officers Association of
America (MOAA) Citrus County Chapter
held its annual installation dinner at the
Citrus Hills Golf and Country Club on Dec
5, 2024. Pictured here is chapter president
LTJG Jeff Krug, PhD, USN (Fmr) speaking
to chapter members and invited guests
about the planned expansion of the
chapterdéds JROTC p
Citrus and surrounding counties.

Chapter president Jeff Krug (left) and
chapter vice president Col. Max
Schulman, USAF (Ret) stand before the
chapter flag with the pins received for
the 2023 national MOAA Five Star
Levels of Excellence (LOE) award and
the Five Star Col. Marvin J. Harris
Communications award for the
chapterds website

4

g

Continued on next page
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Retiring chapter member officers and directors who
have served in various chapter leadership positions
were honored with plaques for their service. Pictured
(left to right) are: Col. Mark Bodenheim, USA (Ret):10
yearsod service as a chapt
membership director and communications

director; LCDR. Gary Runyon USN (Ret): 20+ years
of service as a chapter president, secretary, treasurer
and membership director; LtCol. Tom Pettegrew,
USAF (Ret): 5 yearso6 serv
director; and chapter president; LTJG. Jeff A. Krug,
PhD, USN (Fmr).

Event speaker (left) Darrick Buettner, the
Citrus County School District Director of
Special Academic Programs, receives a

certificate of appreciation from chapter
president Jeff Krug. Mr. Buettner spoke on
the subject of supporting JROTC programs
within the school district.
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BLACKSTON FINANCIAL ADVISORY GROUP
YOUR TOTAL ADVISORS

e

AT BLACKSTON FINANCIAL WE BELIEVE THERE IS MORE TO
RETIREMENT THAN JUST YOUR MONEY

Plan for your future.
} DISCOVER - Schedule a meeting to sit down with us and discover what your ideal retirement looks like.

EVALUATE - Using our process, we'll examine your current financial situation and determine your
retirement income needs.

) PLAN - Receive a custom strategy designed to help you reach your unique retirement goals.

The Result?

A tailor-made strategy aiming to make you feel confident about retirement. Because the main
thing we want you to worry about in retirement is how to use your time!

/’l £ & / T A
:‘ Lyl ;{:;{" LNy Ll-:/ ot // el :_"‘,:ﬂ_;'} wi, o / ven /
@ (352) 633.9046
ASSEENIN Forbes @ FOX oo e % @ |lplgr ®CBS

8564 East County Road 466, Suite 302 The Villages, FL 32162
1502 N Donnelly Street Mt Dora, FL 32757
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CapeCanaveralChapter

Marilyn M. Sanford, MOAACC Media  Relations

Florida Tech ROTC Commissions Four New Army Lieutenants

On December 13, 2024, while the marquee flashed congratulations,
Florida Tech ROTC cadets, family and friends gathered in the Hartley
Room of the Student Union Building for the Fall Commissioning
Ceremony. In the ceremony, four new officers received their
commissions as 2" Lieutenants in the US Army. Three of the new
Lieutenants met the requirements to graduate from Florida Tech at the
fall commencement, and one graduated from Eastern Florida State
College.

During the commissioning ceremony, the new officers took the oath of
of fice and pinned o-n-thehnkingignimot w
Second Lieutenants. They heard messages and congratulations from
the President of Florida Tech, John Nicklow (Ph.D.) and Guest
Speaker CAPT William (Bill) Toti (USN, Retired). Bill served as
Commander of Fleet Antisubmarine Warfare Command Norfolk and
Commodore of Submarine Squadron 3. He is an author, podcaster,
and frequent guest commentator for various news outlets.

The new Army Second Lieutenants are:

1 Haley K. Auckland was commissioned in the Aviation Branch and hopes to be an Apache
helicopter pilot.

9 Silas J. Cullum was commissioned in the Army National Guard as an Infantry Officer.
1 Olivia A. Troisi was commissioned as an active duty, Medical Service Corps officer.

1 Marco A. Zavala was commissioned as an active-duty Medical Service Corps Officer and
hopes to continue his education to become a medical doctor.

The new Lieutenants were also congratulated by LTC Rob Stillings, Florida Tech Professor of

Military Science. The Cape Canaveral Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America

( MOAACC) was on hand to present tcdmenissioringsetsjaadut e n a
membership in MOAA. Colonel Steve Bond, US Army-Retired, Past MOAACC President, and

President of the MOAA Florida Council, presented the Gold Bar sets and wished the new graduates

the best of luck as officers in the United States Army.
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MOAACC members with new
Army 2" Lieutenants: (L-R) Col.
Steve Bond; MOAACC; Dr. John
Nicklow; 2" LT Marco Zavala;
2" LT Olivia Troisi; 2" LT Silas
Cullum; 2" LT Haley Auckland;
CAPT BiIll Toti; LTC Rob Stillings

Sun City Center Chapter

CDR CiIiff Korn, USNR (Ret)

Last November 8th, Congressman Vern Buchanan awarded several of our Chapter members the
ACongr esseiroannalCoventendati ono. This award is in rec
Community Service. Please help me congratulate the following SCC MOAA Members: Steve

Browning, Bill Hodges (Honorary), Bill Kirkpatrick, Joe Muhlberger, and Robert Putnam.
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MOAA FCoC President COL Steve Bond served as the
Board Members at our Chapter meeting on 4 December.

Back row L to R: Lt Col Ferris
Garrett, Col Danny Melton,
LTC Jeff Camp, CDR Bill
Kirkpatrick, LT Col Joe
Mulhberger, Lt Col Bill
Patterson, Maj Kirk Faryniasz.
Front Row L to R: Maj Tom
Smith, Jeannie Stratis, COL
Eunice Patxot, COL Steve
Bond.

For the 3rd year, the Sun City Center Chapter of MOAA donated
Christmas gifts for the veterans at the James Haley Hospital. On Dec
9th, COL Eunice Patxot, the chapter elf, delivered 2 boxes of
toiletries, underclothes, shorts, T-shirts, and sweats just in time for
the Vets to 6shopd at the Sant
Center for Development and Civic Engagement were grateful and
appreciative of the donation and your generosity. During this past
holiday season, our members did
needs were met during their stay in the hospital. Our members were
thanked for ¢6éal ways serving. 6
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Cape Coral Chapte

Larry Atkinson , Newsletter Editor

Cape Coral Chapter Christmas Party

Cape Coral MOAA members enjoyed a meal of prime
rib and salmon with apple cobbler desert Tuesday, Dec.
10, followed by a 50/50 cash drawing and a White
Elephant Gift Exchange.

Twenty-eight members attended the event. The cocktail
hour was followed by the meal and then a drawing for a
50/50 raffle. The winner, Robin Cameron, won the $90
prize and the chapter earned the remaining $90.

Tim Cook, Chapter Treasurer; Bill Deile,
The party ended with the fun-filled White Elephant at-large board member; and Gary
Christmas Gift Exchange, where those who brought Peppers, Chapter Secretary
$20-value gifts for the exchange could pick a wrapped
gift from the table or fstg ; ol t

previously unwrapped. Prior to the exchange numbers
where drawn from a Santa stocking to determine the
order in which people got to go to the table and pick a
gift. The person with the last number had the obvious
best advantage by either picking the final gift on the
table or taking any of the previous unwrapped gifts. As
usual, the most popular gifts had the most steals!

Chapter Parliamentarian Marilyn Stout
talking with Christina Cook and Gloria
Wagner

President Gary Nolan presenting

Florida State District 79 Rep. Mike
Giallombardo with a MOAA Tervis mug
after speaking to (
Breakfast meeting.
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Nassau County Chapter

CAPT Tony LaVec chia, USN (Ret.)
President, Nassau County Chapter

The Nassau County Chapter was recently featured in The Yulee News.
The following are some excerpts from that story.

AThough the MOAA is an associaniassmadatupnofboil
Tony LaVecchia, MOAA Nassau County Chapter President said. The retired Navy Captain added,

i MOAA advocates on behalf of all/l military member
leading voice for the active-dutymi | i t ary junior enlisted pay raise
received a 14.5% pay increase, 0 LaVecchia said.

The Florida Chapter 49 President emphasized that MOAA is an independent, nonprofit, politically
nonpartisan organization.

nWe addi t icatelagislhtiye anddagnonistrative actions to protect the rights and interests of
service retireesand active-d ut y mi |l i tary members in matters of

Locally, Nassau County Chapter 49 provides an annual scholarship to a graduating senior and top
cadet from the West Nassau County High School Air Force JROTC program.

The Chapter also schedules speakers for their luncheons and dinners which are normally held at
the Fernandina Beach Golf Course. Some of their past speakers have included Congressman
Aaron Bean, Representative Dean Black, Bob Springer, a former astronaut who flew as a mission
specialist on two NASA space shuttle missions, and Capt. Dale V. Raebel, USN (Ret.) a former
Vietnam Prisoner of War.

AOur Chaptea @quaot @ol gs60fficer Call é at a | ocal
this meeting to establishments that are on-island and off-island. The Officer Calls are purely
Chapter social events and build member camarader

The story can be found at https://yuleenews.com/community-spotlight/ (January 23", 2025).
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MG James L. Doziee Coast Chapte!

Lt Col Fred Bondurant, USAF (Ret)

At our January Meeting we held our Final Rollcall Ceremony to honor our member who have
past. The ceremony was conducted by Chapter President Tim Moore and VP Shawn

Stilley. Color Guard was provided by Mariner High School JROTC. VFW member Todd Helt
played Taps.

The Chapter also announces the 12" Annual MacKenzie-Janes Golf Outing, 2 April 2025. This is
our major fundraiser.
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12th Annual MacKenzie-Janes Memorial Golf Outing
Wednesday, 2 April 2025
MG James L. Dozier Lee Coast MOAA Chapter's Signature

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

FOUNDATION IC. Annual Fundraiser and Event of the

VY W

MG James L. Dozier Lee Coast MOAA Foundation

0700 - Light Breakfast
0800 - Shotgun Start
1130 - Lunch, Event Wrap-up - Lunch

Support our Veterans in need, their families, and our Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps....here’s four ways:

1. Register to play - form or join a foursome $137.50 per person
2. Register to play - individual $150 per person
3. Sponsor a Hole $200 per hole
4. Donate
a. Diamond $5,000
b. Platinum $2,500
c. Gold $1,000
d. Silver $500
e. Bronze $250
5. Ball Drop (300 max) $10 for 1; $20 for 3

leeciastchaptermoaa@gmail.com; Tim-(941) 626-2943
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We offer a
Distinguished
Service Award
to retired career
military and their

surviving spouses.
Eligibility requirements apply.

Discover A Strong Partner
For Your Retirement

Embrace retirement with maintenance-free, active senior living at one of
our Life Plan Communities throughout the sunshine state. Westminster
Communities of Florida offers spectacular waterfront, suburban and

city locations, delicious, chef-prepared dining options from scratch-cook
kitchen, fitness and lifelong learning opportunities and more! Plus, we
honor your service with move-in grants and discounts.

Visit WestminsterCommunitiesFL.org to
find the community near you today!

X Westminster
Communities Live Well. Be Huppy =

of Florida
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ClearwaterChapter

Robin A. Ainsworth, CAPT , USPHS (Ret) , Drumbeat Editor

Clearwater Chapter MOWW Commander,
LCDR John Coyne, USN (Ret), speaks at the
Pearl Harbor Commemorative Luncheon in
December.

LtCol Kirk Schlotzhauer, USMC
(Ret) with 99 year old WWII
veter an, O6 Nei |
MOWW Pearl Harbor
Commemorative Luncheon

; w a - =
Installation of our 2025 Chapter Board of Directors was
done at the January Luncheon.

Area Vice President, COL Eunice
ANi ched Patxot, Uus
Chapter in January.
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MMC James P. Work, USN(Ret), Chapter
President, Jeff Doll, BGen, USA, (Ret) and Area

Vice President ColEuni ce WA Ni che
USA(Ret) share a smile

MMC James P. Work, USN (Ret)
discusses his remarkable career as a
diver during the Cold War.

Tampa Chapter

CAPT Sara Marks, NC U SN (Ret), Director for Communications

LETTERS FROM FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL NAVY JROTC TO DEPLOYED NAVY PILOT
Reprinted from the January 2025 edition of The Retrospect

The Navy JROTC midshipmen wrote letters to LT J. P. Pyle, USN who is currently deployed as an
H-60 Romeo helicopter pilot, and whose mother is a friend of mine, a fellow retired Navy Nurse
Corps Officer. In addition to writing to our MOAA Tampa Chapter and LT Pyle, they also wrote
letters to "Dear Hero or Dear Sailor" so that LT Pyle can distribute those letters to others who are
deployed and may not be receiving a lot of mail.

What their instructor, John Burch was excited about was that this provided these young midshipmen

with an opportunity to think about those deployed and what it means to them and the support that

the MOAA Tampa Chapter provides for them. Our chapter supports many of their leadership

events. Many of these young men and women come from families with modest incomes, so our
chapterés help means a great deal to them. It
to practice hand writing a lot of notes, so perhaps this lost art putting pen to paper has a chance to

be revived!
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