
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

Happy Holidays!  As we close out an extremely successful 2024 and start the 
New Year, this is a time to reflect on our many successes and 
accomplishments.  Over the past year, we had an engaging and successful 
Leadership Training Seminar in January, a wonderful State Convention in 
Daytona Beach, and supported MOAAôs Advocacy in Action lobbying efforts.  
Incidentally, Florida proudly led all of MOAA this year with the number of 
registered participants and email engagements through the Legislative 
Advocacy Center!  We expanded our State-wide community service and 
philanthropy efforts by partnering with Dogs Inc. through a MOAA Foundation 
Grant to help identify Veterans in need of elite service, guide, and companion 
dogs.  We enhanced our virtual-online presence with a revised Facebook 
Page and new Website.  And I could go on!  I want to thank our Chapter and 
Council volunteers who made this all possible. The work over the past year 
was truly remarkable and exemplifies what it means to ñNever Stop Serving/.ò  
We are making a difference in our communities, in the State, and across the 
Nation--Thank you!  
 

Looking ahead to 2025, 
January brings the 
major Council event for 
the year--Our 
Combined Leadership 
Training Seminar (LTS) 
and Convention in 
Orlando and casino 
themed charity 
fundraiser.  If you 
havenôt noticed, we 
also just rolled out a 
new website.  Be sure 
to check it out!   
 

LTS-Convention 2025: 
We are only a month out from our LTS-Convention.  The event occurs from 
Friday the 17th to Sunday the 19th of January at the Rosen Centre Hotel in 
Orlando.  Time is running short to register for the event.  Registration closes 
on 15 December, after which it will be open on a space available, case-by-
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case basis.  A reminder: that all our members are invited, even though it is especially for chapter 
leaders.  The LTS is where we train chapter leaders for their roles in the MOAA enterprise.  The 
convention is a time to enjoy the camaraderie of other MOAA members and guests, conduct the 
business of the Council, and to remember those in our chapters that we lost in 2024 with a memorial 
service.  One of the major highlights will be the Casino Night Charity Fundraiser on Friday for The 
MOAA Foundation.  Even if you donôt plan to attend, you can still donate to the MOAA Foundation by 
making a gift through the council website (www.FLMOAA.org).  Gifts received through the Council 
website will go to The MOAA Foundation (and qualify as tax deductible donations) until the LTS-
Convention.  MOAA President and CEO, Lt Gen Brian (BK) Kelly (USAF, Ret) will attend the events 
and is our keynote speaker for the MOAA-sponsored dinner on Saturday.  Chapters have a key role in 
sponsoring and supporting the activities as well.  Council Past President and Convention Coordinator, 
Pat Klueverôs article on the Convention is on page 6, while Vice President John Murphy further 
discusses the LTS training and workshops on page 3.  There are announcements and flyers in these 
pages including a listing of our Business Partners for the event.   Donôt miss this gathering--Be sure to 
register by December 15th to lock in your participation!   
 

The New(!) www.FLMOAA.org website: Our new council website came online over the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  The website has a professional, state-of-the-art look and design.  It is a key element for 
enhancing the Councilôs virtual presence as we expand our reach to all MOAA members in Florida.  
Additionally, for those Chapters using a Council-sponsored webpage, the ongoing website upgrade 
will include a modifiable template using an intuitive ñdrag and dropò tool (Elementor) to simplify 
webpage management for chapters.  Chapter presidents and webmasters, be looking for the 
announcement for an online training session and an orientation in the coming weeks.  Similarly, our 
Facebook page (FB @ MOAA Florida Council of Chapters) is another virtual resource for chapters, 
prospective chapter members, and all Veterans in Florida.  Stay in the know-- Check out the page, 
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visit it often, ñfollowò us, and tell others about it!   We will provide an update on implementing the 
ñvirtual networkò for all Florida MOAA members at the LTS-Convention.   
 

Merry Christmas to you and yours!  Thank you again for a successful 2024, what you do in your 

communities, and for each other.  Our LTS & Convention in January is going to be memorable, and I 

hope to see many of you there.  And é.  Happy New Year! 

 

Let me know if you have any questions at PresFCoC2024@gmail.com. 
 

ñNever Stop Serving!ò 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and RECRUIT RECRUIT RECRUIT! 
 
I hope this finds you all doing well. It is the beginning of the holiday 
season. As we spend time with those we love, please remember that 
people in our lives might not have joined a MOAA chapter, yet. Let us 
all make sure that we give of ourselves to help recruit those less 
fortunate like the 33,000 MOAA National members who live in Florida 
but have not joined a chapter! It is through your efforts that people join 
and stay involved in our great organization. 
 
Your current members arenôt just part of your chapter; theyôre your 
best advocates for drawing in new members.   Emphasize that every 
chapter member is a member of the membership committee.  
Encourage current members to recruit new members.  If you do 
not ask then you are denying them the chance of membership.  
 
The Leadership Training Seminar (LTS) Convention is right around the corner.  Now is the time to 
register for the LTS-Convention (17-18 January 2025 @ Rosen Centre, Orlando).  Anyone can attend!  
Chapter leaders should/must attend.  Is your chapter supporting the LTS-Convention?  Sponsorship 
opportunities abound!   We have started to populate the LTS-Convention Drop Box on our website 
(https://flmoaa.org/events/) to provide read ahead and reference material for our the event.  Please 
check the site often as we will include all the materials for all the sessions, including briefings. 
 
Submit Topics for the AVP sessions to your chapter President and/or the Area VP.  What topic could 
help your chapter?  What topic could you assist other chapters with?  

Vice Presidentõs Message 
COL John Murphy, USA SF (Ret)   
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My triathlon goals have been delayed.  I was involved in a bike accident.  Another rider hit my rear tire 
throwing me to the ground.  Shands Trauma Center identified a broken rib and a dislocated shoulder.  
I am now a one hand typist along with all sorts of other work arounds.  Those of you who thought I was 
slow will now have proof! 
 
Please take a little bit of time and think about: 
  
1) Including VPFCOC@gmail.com in your chapter newsletter distribution lists. 
2) Asking an officer you meet to join your chapter.   
3) Placing an application in your wallet or phone.   
4) Checking out the FCOC Facebook page and following it!   
5)  What membership recruiting awards should the Council sponsor?  Chapters?  Individuals? 
 
I remain thankful for the trust you have placed in the Council Leadership.  I look forward to seeing you 
at the LTS-Convention in January.  There will be a fun Casino night event. 
 
Donôt gamble on not being there; register for the LTS-Convention early and often!  Merry Christmas! 

 
 

 

Immediate Past Presidentõs Message 
CDR Patrick  R (Pat)  Kluever,  USN (Ret)  
Naval Aviator (1320) -  Navy Test Pilot  School  
Graduate (Class -71)  

 
HURRY TO BOOK YOUR PLACE IN ORLANDO FOR FCOCôS 2025 EVENT 

                        JANUARY 17 ï 19, 2025 AT ROSEN CENTRE 

                                          ORLANDO, FLORIDA  

 

REGISTRATION CLOSES SOON FOR THIS SINGLE 2025 EVENT  

ONLY SPACE AVAILABLE AFTER DECEMBER 15TH 2024  

 

One Event in 2025 - Business, Training, Fun & Charity in One Package Your  

 

You are invited to FCoCôs 2025 combined Leadership Training Seminar (LTS) and Convention at the 
Rosen Centre in Orlando, 17-19 January 2025. 
 

Hurry to register at ñFLMOAA.ORG" before 15 December 2025 when registration reverts to space-
available only, and the hotel is authorized to sell any unused rooms on our contract. 
 

The Rosen has kept prices the same as last year for breakfast and lunch vouchers ($22) and only $2 
higher for each room night ($156/night). The discounted self-parking fee is unchanged at $12.50/night. 
MOAA National is paying for your Saturday night dinner (Thank You!). There is no event magazine so 
instead of paying for magazine ads, we are requesting our Chapters to fund hors dôoeuvres tables for 

Continued on next page 
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the awards and Casino Night event, supplemented by business partner sponsors. Cash bars will be 
available for evening receptions and events both nights. 
 

With this single, combined LTS and Convention event in 2025, we are addressing member concerns 
about cost and multiple events each year by: 
(1) packing all required business (chapter health review, board meeting, annual meeting with 

elections, updates, and teamwork into one event, 

(2) keeping hotel, food, and incidental costs to a minimum, and 

(3) providing a fun casino night event that should result in a significant donation to the MOAA 

Foundation Charity.  

 

Starting at this next January 2025 business meeting in Orlando, Chapters can propose an additional 
Florida-wide event starting in 2026 unconstrained by timing for ñsnowbirdò availability or the need to 
conduct Chapter / Council business at a given time. Non-traditional events such as ñFriends and 
Family cruisesò, snow-ski expeditions, Rockies Train Rides, or a big Florida group on a MOAA 
sponsored trip now become possible. 

 

ALL FLORIDA CHAPTERS ARE REQUESTED TO SPONSOR AT LEAST ONE FOOD TABLE TO 

REDUCE MEAL COSTS FOR INDIVIDUAL ATTENDEES 

 

To support the goal of reducing the cost for individuals to attend annual events, Chapters are 
requested to sponsor at least one food table to provide food for no-cost attendance at the awards 
ceremony, and to maximize profit for charity at the Casino night. A full table for $300 is the goal for 
all Chapters, but a $150 half table is available for smaller Chapters. Sponsoring Casino tables, gift 
basket prizes, and / or straight cash donations are also appreciated. 
 

I hope you will show your appreciation for our efforts to address your concerns by encouraging your 
Chapter to financially sponsoring this event, and by attending this signature event at the Rosen Centre 
in Orlando 17-19 January 2025.  All MOAA Members and Guests are invited, and Chapter Leaders are 
strongly encouraged to attend for training and updates. Online registration is now open on the FCoC 
website at ñflmoaa.org". If you have difficulties in registering or have a special request please contact 
Pat Kluever at ñpatkluever@gmail.com" or at (540) 775-4955 (Voice or text). 
 

Best Regards & V/R, 

Commander Pat 

December Quiz: 
In recognition of this monthôs playing of the 125th Army-Navy football game, try these 3 trivia 
questions. 

1) In what year was the first game?  And who won? 
2) How many times have they played west of the Mississippi?  Where? 
3) Since the first game, there have been 10 years in which they did not play.  When was the 

longest interruption?  And why? 
Read through the entire Communique for the answer. 
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Florida Council of Chapters Events Calendar  
 
2024 
 
01 DEC ï 28 FEB: The MOAA Foundation Community Grant Application Window Opens. 
08 DEC: Names of AVP nominees for Northeast, Northwest, Mid-Central, and West Central   Areas 
election due via email to FCoC Secretary. 
9 DEC - 16 FEB: Window for MOAA Award Nominations Open (LOE, Harris Communications Awards, 
Surviving Spouse Laision, Strobridge Legislative Awards) 
15 DEC: Deadline for Orlando room registration - space available thereafter. 
19 DEC: Monthly chapter leader virtual roundtable, 7 p.m. Eastern: 2024 Awards: New Submission 
Process. Join HERE at the time of the meeting. (Meeting ID: 994 1635 9910; Passcode: 762173) 
28 DEC: Chapters to submit any agenda items for the Annual Business Meeting for consideration by 
the Board. 
31 DEC: Chapters provide Final lists of Members passing in 2024 via email to Council Secretary 
 
2025 
10 JAN: Cut off for cancellations for 17-19 JAN LTS-Convention with reimbursement 
17-19 JAN: Leadership Training Seminar & Convention, Rosen Centre Hotel, Orlando 
17 JAN: Casino Night Fundraiser for The MOAA Foundation - Orlando, Rosen Centre 
7-10 APR: MOAA Advocacy in Action (AiA) Week--Hill Day, Wed 9 APR 
 
NOTE: Blue Text - FCoC Bylaws Requirement 
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118th To 119th Congress 
As we close out 2024 with the 118th Congress and prepare for the ushering of the 119th Congress, we  
have a unique opportunity to reflect on the accomplishments of the 118th Congress while looking 
ahead to new challenges and opportunities for advocacy on behalf of the our military community. This 
transition is not merely procedural, it marks a pivotal moment for advancing legislation that impacts 
service members, veterans, and their families. 
Reflecting on the 118th Congress 
The 118th Congress faced a variety of challenges, including an evolving military recruitment 
landscape, a continued focus on military readiness, and addressing the quality of life needs of service 
members. 
Key accomplishments included: 

¶ Increased Defense Spending: The 118th Congress approved significant investments in military 
personnel programs, including pay raises and funding for housing and health care improvements. 
¶ Advancements in Veterans' Benefits: Efforts like the PACT Act demonstrated bipartisan support 
for addressing the health care needs of veterans exposed to toxic substances. 
¶ Family Support Initiatives: Expanded access to child care services and education benefits 
highlighted the growing awareness of military family needs. 

While progress was made, several unresolved issues, such as addressing the military recruiting crisis 
and modernizing the TRICARE system, remain high on our advocacy agenda. 

Priorities for the 119th Congress 

The incoming 119th Congress that is scheduled to meet from January 3, 2025 to January 3, 2027 
brings new faces, perspectives, and potential for greater action. With a fresh legislative calendar and 
priorities, MOAAôs mission remains steadfast: to ensure the voice of our community is heard loud and 
clear. Key areas of focus for the 119th Congress include: 

1. Modernizing Military Pay and Benefits: As inflation continues to impact service members, MOAA 
will advocate for pay raises that keep pace with the rising cost of living and ensure competitive 
compensation. 
2. Advancing Health Care Access: The transition to new TRICARE contracts and addressing long-
standing gaps in mental health care access will be critical issues. 

 MOAA Legislative Update: 
Read about the latest MOAA 

Advocacy News and Calls- to-
Action here 

 

 

Legislative Affairs 
CWO2 Pierre Louis , USMC  (Ret ) , Legislative Chair  
 

Continued on next page 
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3. Protecting the All-Volunteer Force: Legislative solutions to address recruiting challenges and 
enhance retention efforts are urgently needed to maintain force readiness. 
4. Strengthening Support for Survivors: MOAA will continue its fight for concurrent receipt of 
military retirement pay and VA disability compensation, as well as expanded survivor benefits. 
5. Investing in Military Families: Comprehensive solutions to address housing shortages, child care 
access, and spousal employment challenges are essential to maintaining morale and quality of life. 

A short recap of our 2024 Legislative efforts 

In 2024, the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) engaged in several key legislative 
actions and achieved significant accomplishments to support servicemembers, veterans, and their 
families. Below is a chronological overview of these efforts: 

April 2024: Advocacy in Action (AiA) Campaign 

¶ April 9, 2024: MOAA launched its annual Advocacy in Action campaign, focusing on three primary 
legislative priorities: 
o Passing the Major Richard Star Act to eliminate the offset between DoD retirement pay and VA 
disability compensation for combat-injured veterans. 
o Restoring the Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) to cover 100% of housing costs. 
o Preserving the TRICARE For Life (TFL) program. 

These issues were highlighted to emphasize their importance to the military community. MOAA 

¶ April 17, 2024: MOAA members from across the nation participated in the AiA event, engaging 
with congressional offices in person to advocate for these legislative priorities. MOAA 

April 24, 2024: Inclusion of MOAA-Backed Provisions in NDAA Draft 

¶ The House Armed Services Committee's Quality of Life Panel incorporated several MOAA-
supported recommendations into the initial draft of the FY 2025 National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA). These provisions aimed to enhance the quality of life for servicemembers and their families, 
including pay raises for junior enlisted personnel and improvements in child care, health care, and 
spouse employment. MOAA 

September 2024: Legislative Priorities as Congress Reconvenes 

¶ September 4, 2024: As Congress returned from recess, MOAA outlined its legislative priorities, 
emphasizing the need for: 
o Passing the NDAA with provisions supporting servicemembers' quality of life. 
o Addressing budgetary concerns to prevent government shutdowns and ensure uninterrupted 
funding for defense and veterans' programs. 
o Advocating for the passage of the Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Healthcare and Benefits 
Improvement Act to enhance caregiver and survivor benefits. 

MOAA continued to engage with lawmakers to advance these priorities.  MOAA 

Continued on next page 
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October 2024: Continuing Resolution and Budget Advocacy 

¶ October 1, 2024: Congress passed a continuing resolution to prevent a government shutdown, 
extending funding at FY 2024 levels through December 20, 2024. MOAA highlighted the challenges 
posed by such short-term funding measures, including impacts on military readiness and delays in key 
projects.  MOAA 
¶ October 29, 2024: MOAA emphasized the importance of addressing military pay raises, TRICARE 
enhancements, and other key issues as Congress resumed work post-election. The association 
continued to advocate for the inclusion of these priorities in the final NDAA and appropriations bills. 
MOAA 

MOAAôs newly named and aligned Affiliated Councils and Chapters Department has created a 
new quarterly report comprised of data from the Legislative Action Center. The data from the Action 
Center highlights the power and reach of our collective advocacy efforts. They have begun to track 
engagement trends and reveal some of the areas where members are making a difference, reinforcing 
why our united voice is critical for advancing the interests of service members, veterans, and their 
families. 

The information listed in the table below is our Florida MOAA Legislative Action Center Engagement 
Report from January 1 - September 30, 2024 for Florida. State activity refl ects the self-reported details 
provided by registrants through the Legislative Action Center's registration form.  
 
Total Registered Advocates: 3333 (1184/36% from Chapter or Council Members)   
Total Actions Taken: 20060 (10678/53% from Chapter or Council M embers)  
 
*Our Legislative Action Center permits advocates to indicate membership to more than one affiliated 
council and chapter. As a result, values in the table below may not total 100%.*  
 
I will provide more in depth training at our upcoming LTS in Janu ary. Click on this LINK to see the 
breakdown by Chapters:  2024 Legislative Action Center by Chapter 
 
Elections 

In the 2024 U.S. House of Representatives elections, all 28 of Florida's congressional districts were 
contested. The Republican Party maintained its majority, securing 20 seats, while the Democratic 
Party held onto its 8 seats. 

U.S. Senate: 
Senator 

Party 
 

Assumed Office Term Ends 
 

Marco Rubio R  January 3, 2011 January 3, 2029 
If confirmed to Cabinet, 
Governor will appoint a 
replacement. 

 

Rick Scott R  January 3, 2019 January 3, 2025 
Re-elected to 6-year 
term starting in 2025 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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U.S. House of Representatives: 

District Representative Party Assumed Office  

1 Vacant  *  

2 Neal Dunn R January 3, 2017  

3 Kat Cammack R January 3, 2021  

4 Aaron Bean R January 3, 2023  

5 John Rutherford R January 3, 2017  

6 Michael Waltz R January 3, 2019 *  

7 Cory Mills R January 3, 2023  

8 Bill Posey R January 3, 2009  

9 Darren Soto D January 3, 2017  

10 Maxwell Frost D January 3, 2023  

11 Daniel Webster R January 3, 2011  

12 Gus Bilirakis R January 3, 2007  

13 Anna Paulina Luna R January 3, 2023  

14 Kathy Castor D January 3, 2007  

15 Laurel Lee R January 3, 2023  

16 Vern Buchanan R January 3, 2007  

17 Greg Steube R January 3, 2019  

18 Scott Franklin R January 3, 2021  

19 Byron Donalds R January 3, 2021  

20 Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick D January 18, 2022  

21 Brian Mast R January 3, 2017  

22 Lois Frankel D January 3, 2013  

23 Jared Moskowitz D January 3, 2023  

24 Frederica Wilson D January 3, 2011  

25 Debbie Wasserman Schultz D January 3, 2005  

26 Mario Díaz-Balart R January 3, 2003  

27 María Elvira Salazar R January 3, 2021  

28 Carlos A. Giménez R January 3, 2021  

¶ May change after special election 
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Governor Ron DeSantis Awards Additional $2.1 Million to Floridaôs Military-
Supporting Infrastructure; Total Investment to Date of $6.3 Million 
 
On November 26th, Governor Ron DeSantis announced more than $2.1 million in additional funding for 
military-supporting infrastructure through the Defense Reinvestment Grant Program. This program 
provides grants to support infrastructure projects and economic growth in Floridaôs military 
communities. 
 
ñFlorida is committed to investing in our militaryôs capacity and in military communities,ò said Governor 
Ron DeSantis. ñThese funds continue my mission of making Florida the most military-friendly and 
veteran-friendly state in the nation.ò 
 
ñUnder the leadership of Governor DeSantis, Florida is continuing to support critical projects that 
further strengthen military readiness,ò said Secretary of Commerce J. Alex Kelly. ñThese awards will 
have impacts across the state, building on past investments and further cementing the bond between 
our defense communities and military installations.ò 
 
Since 2019, Governor DeSantis has awarded nearly $6.3 million to Floridaôs military communities 
through this program. 
 
The Defense Reinvestment Grant Program to local governments or economic development 
organizations that represent a local government with a military installation. 
 
Awards through the Defense Reinvestment Grant Program include:  
 

1. One Okaloosa Economic Development Council ($122,500) ï to implement strategies that 
support and protect local military installations, missions, and ranges, and to assist in 
diversifying the military dependent economy with Science Technology Engineering and Math 
(STEM)-based industry and job growth. 

 
2. Bay Defense Alliance ($90,530) ï to leverage the volunteer talent of Bay Defense Alliance and 

its community partners to continue development of existing missions and pursuit of new, next-
generation defense missions. 
 

3. Orlando Economic Partnership ($250,000) ï to support military technology development and 
small business involvement in Live, Virtual, and Constructive simulation projects. 

Florida Department of  

Veterans Affairs Update 
Lt Col R. Steven Murray, USAF (Ret.)  

Communications Director, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs  

Continued on next page 
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4. Economic Development Commission of Floridaôs Space Coast ($106,500) ï to develop a 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 3 plan for Cape Canaveral Space Force Station to include 
targeted funding resources for infrastructure improvement. 
 

5. Pensacola-Escambia Promotion and Development Commission ($250,000) ï to develop 
advanced facilities to accommodate existing and future cyber assets adjacent to Corry Station. 
 

6. Bay County ($220,000) ï to create an Area Development Plan for the Barefoot Palms property 
located adjacent to Naval Support Activity Panama City. 
 

7. Santa Rosa County Board of County Commissioners ($250,000) ï to fund a master plan to 
guide a land swap between the county and the Navy on a current outlying landing field. 
 

8. Clay County Economic Development Corporation ($230,000) ï to leverage the opportunities 
created by the construction of the First Coast Expressway and local assets. 
 

9. Tampa Bay Defense Alliance ($85,353) ï to continue development of a defense community 
organization inventory to assist community leaders in coordinating and directing limited 
resources to support regional defense needs, improve awareness, minimize redundancy, and 
solve problems. 
 

10. Miami-Dade Beacon Council ($250,000) ï to diversify the economy around Homestead 
Reserve Air Base by supporting small and mid-sized companies diversify their client base, 
secure the needed partners, and access the technical assistance needed to ensure their long-
term viability. 
 

11. Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners ($250,000) ï to fund professional services 
to assist Pinellas County in creating redevelopment specifications for a former U.S. Department 
of Energy weaponôs site now known as the Young-Rainey STAR Center. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December is such a busy time of the year. Below, Iôve added just a few 
more things for you to do at your leisure. Pour a mug of hot chocolate or 
glass of egg nog and begin. 
 
 

FINANCES:  
Read those charge bills carefully.  Make sure that you made all the purchases listed.  
Donôt forget the required minimum distributions from your IRA.  Maybe designate some of it to charity. 
 

Surviving Spouse Corner 
Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison  
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PAPER/TECH WORK: 
Time to change passwords.  Update your 
address book and phone contacts. 
Review publication subscriptions.  Renew 
memberships.  Pay your MOAA dues. 
Delete old email, texts, or photos you no 
longer need. 
Check out the new website for the Florida 
Council of Chapters at www.flmoaa.org. 
Join the SS Virtual Chapter.  Send a request 
to join to mssvc02@gmail.com. 
 
DECORATE: 
Start with yourself.  Buy something new to 
wear to Church or a holiday get-together. 
Continue with your home.  Put out some 
seasonal decorations, but keep the ladder 
folded.  Forget hanging anything! 
Honor your spouse and other veterans.  
Take advantage of the services of 
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA.  A 
volunteer will place a Christmas wreath on 
your loved ones grave.  The cost for one 
wreath is $17.  You may order more if you 
wish or need to decorate others.  Many of 
the National Veteran Cemeteries in Florida 
and other states are serviced by this project.  
If you are able to visit the grave site, the joy of the season will fill your heart.  If you are shut in or 
unwell, know that your beloved veteran is honored and the grave decorated for the Season. 
 
I wish you all Joy, Happy Holidays, and a blessed Christmas, Pat  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

Gold 
 
Recently, one of the Marines from my Reserve unit in the nineties, sent me 
an email.  ñSir, Iôm thinking of investing in gold.  Do you have any thoughts?ò 
 

This was about the time that I happened to read Steve Forbes article in Forbes Magazine abouté 
gold.  The premise of Forbesô article was that from the time of our founding until 1972, the dollar was 

Personal Affairs 
COL Paul Loschiavo, USMCR (Ret)  

Certified Financial Planner (tm) & Puppy Raiser 
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pegged to gold.  And during that time, inflation was always pretty moderate.  When Nixon 
disconnected the dollar from gold, it created an environment in which the government lost control of 
the national debt and inflation has been a problem, getting out of control in the late seventies and 
again in the 2020s.  
 
He goes on to list several countries that have been accumulating gold.  He talks about one: Ecuador, 
that lost control of its currency after the rate of inflation hit an annual rate of 2,000%.  Theyôve since 
converted to gold for their currency and inflation was stopped dead in its tracks. 
 
With the US debt now greater than our GDP, and debt service now exceeding defense in the budget, 
Steve Forbes is endorsing returning to the gold standard.  Heôs forecasting that more countries will 
follow suit as ñpaperò money continues to lose value.  He has a few points.  Gold has been a stable 
store of value for thousands of years.  Itôs even mentioned in the Bible. 
 
Two hundred and fifty years ago, Ben Franklin would have spent an ounce of gold to buy a new, 
classy business suit.  Now, an ounce of gold will get youé a new, classy business suit.  (Think Brooks 
Brothers) 
 
Maybeé Forbes has a point. 
 
So what if you want to buy some gold?  Any time a client said something to me along the lines of ñI 
think Iôd like to invest in gold,ò Iôd ask them ñWhat are you trying to accomplish?ò  If youôre thinking of 
investing in gold, what youôre trying to accomplish has a huge effect on how youôd go about doing it. 
 
Ifé. youôre a ñprepper,ò that is, one of those people that believes that civilization is about to collapse 
and it will be every-man-for-himself, then a pile of physical gold, in the form of US Double Eagles, 
Canadian Maple Leafs, or South African Kruggerands, is a good idea, though there are a couple of 
significant drawbacks. 
 
First, you must store it.  At the current price of about $2,700 an ounce, a hundred thousand dollars in 
gold would be about 37 ounces, or a little over three pounds.   Whereé. does one store three pounds 
of gold?   In a safe at home?  It had better be a pretty good safe.  With a good security system.  (What 
would USAA say about that?  Do you even tell USAA?) 
 
How about a bank safe deposit box?  Now, youôd be dependent on the bank being open to get it when 
you need it.  That kind of runs counter to the idea of preparing for anarchy. 
 
Thereôs also a practical consideration.  Can you imagine trading a gold coin for a loaf of bread?  Ouch.  
Personally, I figure a box of 9mm ammunition would be a much more convenient form of barter. 
 
What if youôre just interested in owning physical gold and youôre not worried about anarchy?    If thatôs 
your thought, then a bank safe deposit box should be acceptable. 
 
When you buy and sell physical gold, you have to get it from a dealer or deliver it to a dealer.  Besides 
the delivery costs, gold has a notoriously high spread between the offer price and the sell price.  If you 
buy ten thousand dollars in gold and take delivery, then turn around and sell it, youôll most likely be 
surprised at what a dealer will give you, and itôs not a good surprise.  For gold coins, expect a 2 to 8% 
spread with 5% being typical.  Wow. 
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An advantage of physical gold is that itôs somewhat hidden from view.  When you buy physical gold, 
thereôs no specific reporting requirements for gold.  There is a requirement that a vendor report any 
transaction that exceeds $10,000.  Thatôs not only for gold but for anything.  If you happen to make 
multiple purchases of gold, each of which totaled less than ten grand, you could theoretically keep it 
ñoff the radar screen.ò 
 
Interesting story:  A buddy of mine is an estate planning attorney.  He had a client die and in the 
process of inventorying the deceased clientôs assets, my buddy found a safe deposit box which, as 
required by law, was sealed by the bank.  At the appointed time, my buddy, a bank official, and an IRS 
Agent, opened the box.  Inside the box was 1.2 million dollars in gold coins.  The IRS guy was giddy. 
 
Letôs say that youôre not an end-of-the-world prepper nor trying to stay off the radar screen, but just 
interested in investing in gold as a hedge against inflation.  One great way to invest in gold without the 
issues of owning physical gold is by investing in the Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) called SPDR Gold 
Trust, with the symbol GLD.  Each share of GLD is backed by one tenth of an ounce of physical gold, 
most of which is stored in London in HSBC bank.  (Itôs supposedly the second largest pile of gold on 
the planet after Fort Knox.)  GLD holds a small amount of cash to cover expenses, which amount to 
just four tenths of one percent per year.  The spread between offer price and buy price on a share of 
GLD was just thirty cents on a share that is trading for about $242 as I write this.  (Thatôs one tenth of 
one percent.  Nice.) 
 
Purchase GLD in one of the many commission free accounts available today and youôd be hard 
pressed to find a more cost effective or simple way to own gold.  Of course, youôll get a 1099 if you sell 
it, and itôs reported to the IRS.  You can easily do the same in an IRA which defers taxes to the future. 
 
When I started as a Merrill Lynch financial advisor in 1988, the Dow Jones Industrial Average had just 
broken 3,000.  Gold was at $450 an ounce.  As I write this, the Dow closed at just under 43,900, up by 
a factor of 14 over the time frame. 
 
Gold is about $2,700 an ounce today, up by a factor of 6 for the same period.  Clearly, stocks have 
been better over the last 36 years.  But the national debt is now 120% of GDP and it amounts to over 
$275,000 per taxpayer.  Thatôs the worst itôs been in eighty years. 
 
Maybeé gold is a good idea. 
 
Paul Loschiavo is a retired Marine Corps Reserve colonel and a retired Merrill Lynch senior vice president 
where, over a thirty five year career, he led a team that managed over five hundred million dollars in client 
assets. 
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Creating Benevity Causes 

 

 
Who of you are looking for a safe and painless way to discover companies 
that are prepared to donate to 501(c)3 Non-Profit organizations? I want to 

thank my MOAA Central Florida Chapter Vice President COL Kin LaFate, 
USA(Ret) for discovering Benevity Causes ( https://benevity.com ), a software company that powers 
corporate giving and grant-making solutions for hundreds of Fortune 1000 companies from around the 
globe.  Benevity's social mission is to help improve the way global charities access and become 
eligible for corporate giving programs, and to modernize the way charity organizations process and 
receive donation funds.  
 
COL LaFate spells out below how to successfully apply for a grant from Benevity Causes 
https://benevity.com  Itôs worth noting that the process is easy to set-up once you get the swing of 
things. COL Kin LaFate (Lafatek06@gmail.com) will provide you step-by-step details that he uses to 
request grant money in support of our Chapterôs Veteran Art Philanthropy program called ñHealing 
Through Expressionò that will allow you to seamlessly set-up your Account and Causes. 
 
o First - You must registrar/ create an account with Benevity. Recommend that the person 
responsible for writing the Causes/ Grants does the entire process or youôll run into major issues 
managing the account. Save your username and passwordðyou will have the opportunity to 
continually update your account and allow others to review your information. Remember, others 
who are allowed access into the account shouldnôt make any changes without first consulting your 
organizationôs Grant Writer. 
  

o Second - Basic Information will be requested (Charity Name).   
Example: Military Officers Association Central Florida Chapter PH 
 

o Third - FindabilityðHow will others find you when searching for Causes? Post how your Charity is 
often referred to by other names. Example: MOAA Central Florida Chapter Philanthropy Fund, 
Veterans Healing Through Expression. 
 

o Fourth -  TagsðList Buzz words how others may associate your organization. Example: Website: 
moaacfcphilanthropyfund.org, Veterans Alternative Treatment, Art Therapy, Veterans Creative Art, 
Veterans Suicide Prevention Through Art, Healing Through Expression, Making Art Therapy, Art 
Health, Veterans Empowering Art. 
 

o Fifth - Add your Charity Profile (Logo) Upload your 
Logo in the appropriate block 
 

 

MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret), FCoC Committee Chair  
Florida Veterans Council  
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o Sixth - Add your Cause/ Proposal and Mission Statement 
Example: The mission of the project is to increase the awareness in the local Veteran and civilian 
community of the healing powers of creative art.  In addition, the project will provide an opportunity 
for Veterans to improve overall health and wellbeing through the art they produce. The art they 
produce may also promote physical stamina, increased sense of general well being, improved self-
esteem and increased focus and concentration. Our Marketing plan is currently on going with 
monthly advertisement through Veterans group flyer/newsletters, the Army ECHO Newsletters; VA 
monthly newsletters and community outreach newspapers and groups. At all events, we plan to 
record the event with photos, news articles and after-action reports. 
 

o Charity Description 
Á The Veterans Healing Through Expression Art program plans to conduct several monthly Art 

Workshops concluding with an annual Art Show displaying Veterans Arts and awards. 
Á Success will be measured by our ability to reach out to 800-1000 Veterans to participate in 

the program. Of those numbers, we're anticipating a desired positive response from those 
Veterans to feel health and wellbeing improvements through the art they produced. The 
desired outcome is for the Veterans to use art keys to wellness will help them to reintegrate 
into his or her community and returning home to a potentially fuller and more productive life. 

Á The steps our organization plans to implement to ensure grant funds are well spent are the 
following: First, we plan to have oversight of our project by the MOAA Central Florida MOAA 
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors will be briefed monthly on our plans and proposed 
project actions. In short, they will provide oversight of our spending obligations and ensure 
that we follow-up to coordinate our after-action reviews. 

Á This is a long-term project committed to helping Veterans return to their communities as 
productive citizens. Our project started in December 2021 as MOAA Central Florida Chapter 
Philanthropy Fund, Inc., and was incorporated as a Florida 501 (c) 3 nonprofit public charity.  
At this time, in collaboration with the Orlando VA Healthcare System, the Healing Through 
Expression Project was established out of need to offer Veterans with alternate treatment 
plans.  Our long-term goals are for the project to expand throughout Florida and with follow-on 
success grow to support similar projects nation-wide. 

 
o Seventh - On-Line Presence such as Websites, Twitter, Facebook accounts 

 
o Eighth - Contact Details.  Recommend your POC is your Grant Writer. Mailing Address of your 

organization 
 

o Ninth 
Á Donation Method 
Á POC Listed Grant Writer and organizationôs (Treasurer) 
Á Post/ Up-Load a VOID Check 
Á You donôt want any money wired to your organizationðHigh cost for them to provide this 

service   
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Florida Council of Chapters òChapter Newsó   
 

 
 

 

 

The Citrus County 2024 Veterans Appreciation Week kicked off with the Massing of the Colors 
combined event with the Nature Coast Community Band (NCCB) on October 27th at the Seven 
Rivers Presbyterian Church. Keeping with the theme of ñCitrus County Remembers The Greatest 
Generationò, WWII Navy Veteran Seaman 1st class Lewis Unterman was honored with a formal 

award ceremony receiving 
the WWII Victory Medal. 
Veteran Unterman, who is 
99 years old, served from 
September 1944 to June 
1946. After initial training, he 
was shipped out to the USS 
Rocky Mount stationed in the 
Philippines.  The Rocky 
Mount was to serve as a 
command ship to coordinate 
the landings of Operation 
Downfall, the larger than D-
Day Allied plan to invade 
Japan in November of 
1945.  The Allies expected 

up to one million casualties and 10 million Japanese casualties. The Rocky Mount was expected to 
be a prime target for Kamikaze planes. Then on August 6,1945, the first atomic bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima, followed by another one on Nagasaki on August 9th.  On August 15, 1945, Japanôs 
emperor surrendered. Ten days later, the Rocky Mount left for Shanghai, China and after operations 
there, returned to San Francisco. 
  
The World War II Victory Medal 
has an obverse side with the 
female figure of ñLiberationò 
holding a broken sword and 
resting her right foot on the helmet 
of Mars, the Roman god of war 
alluding to the defeat of both the 
enemy and war in general. The 
rising sun alludes to the dawn of a 
new day of peace and 
freedom.  On the reverse side, a 
palm branch is displayed.  Above it 

Citrus County Chapter 
By COL Mark Bodenheim USAR (Ret), Membership Director, Citrus 
County Chapter 
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are the words ñFreedom From Fear And Wantò and below it are the words ñFreedom Of Speech And 
Religionò. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citrus County MOAA member, Col. 
Mark Bodenheim, USA (Ret), awards 
Veteran Unterman with the WWII 
Victory Medal. Pictured left to right is 
son-in-law, Veteran Stephen Schwartz; 
Veteran Unterman; his wife Ellie; and is 
daughter Betsy.    

Presentation of the colors by the 
Withlacoochee Chapter Sons of the 
American Revolution with bagpiper 

Kathy Garlock. 

Citrus County MOAA member (left), Col. 
Peter Tan, USA (Ret) and Civilian Aide 
to the Secretary of the Army (CASA) 

Florida (North), was the master of 
ceremonies for the Massing of the 
Colors event. He is pictured here 

congratulating Veteran Unterman and 
his wife Ellie. 
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Also, on October 24, 2024, board members of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 
Citrus County Chapter met with Congressman Gus Bilirakis of the 12th Congressional District at the 
community room of the Lecanto VA clinic.  Congressman Bilirakis gave an update on the new VA 
clinic to be built in Citrus County.  Board members discussed issues about pre 9-11 burn pit 
respiratory illnesses, TRICARE For Life medical insurance and VA dental benefits for retirees.  

 
 
 
 
 

And from Jeff Krug, President, MOAA Florida Nature Coast (Legal name MOAA Citrus 
County Chapter, Inc.) 
 
Dear Members, Families, and Supporters: 
  
I am thrilled to announce that MOAA national and our 
Florida Council of Chapters have approved the 
expansion of our chapter to include five counties 
(Citrus, Hernando, Dixie, Levy, and Alachua).  This 
new organization reflects the common heritage and 
values of those men and women who settled this 
region following the Second Seminole War in the 
1830s.  To better reflect our new boundaries, our 
membership approved a change in our business 
name (dba) to MOAA FLORIDA NATURE 
COAST.  This expansion will allow our chapter to 
serve 11 JROTC programs in our new five-county 
region.  
  
Keep serving! 
Jeff 

Pictured (left to right): Chapter Secretary Maj. Rich Reddy, USA (Fmr); chapter Legislative 
Director Maj. Bob Bugner, ARNG (Ret), Congressman Gus Bilirakis; chapter Vice President 

Col. Max Schulman, USAF (Ret) and chapter Treasurer Lcdr. Gary Runyon, USN (Ret). 
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Stephanie Robinson, Brevard Emergency Management, the Guest Speaker at October 
MOAACC Lunch 

 
Stephanie Robinson is the Planning Coordinator for Brevard 
Emergency Management, where she plays a vital role in maintaining 
and enhancing the countyôs emergency response plans. With over 14 
years of experience in public safety, she began her career as a 
Damage Control Specialist in the US Coast Guard before transitioning 
to emergency management. Her commitment to innovative emergency 
practices underscores her dedication to ensuring community safety and 
preparedness.  
 
In her presentation to MOAACC members and guests, Stephanie 
discussed the latest changes and functionality of the Brevard 
Emergency Operation Center. 
 

 

 

 
The West Volusia MOAA Chapter will be giving a member of the Florida National Guard a check for 
$500 to help with expenses for the family during this holiday season, this Saturday. Our chapter has 
been actively seeking a way to support a military family in need in our geographic area. This young 
SP4 and his family was identified by the Company Commander. Additionally, our Chapter continues 
to support the local veteran's homeless shelter with personal hygiene products, and clothing. One of 
our members donated 168 throw blankets which were donated to a local transitional homeless 
shelter. Our Chapter continues to support our local Salvation Army with non-perishable food items 
every month.  

 
 

 

Cape Canaveral Chapter 
Marilyn M. Sanford, MOAACC Media Relations  
 

West Volusia MOAA Chapter 
LTC Laura Wickett, USA (Ret), President  

Answer to the Quiz 
 

1) The first game was in 1890 and Navy won: 24-0 
2) In 1983, the game was played in the Rose Bowl, the only time west of the Mississippi. 
3) There was no game from 1894 to 1898.  It seems there was an argument between an 

Army general and a Navy admiral which almost resulted in a duel following the 1893 
game. 
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Col David Skalicky, 33rd Fighter Wing, Speaks 

at our October 3rd Luncheon 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Memorial Service for GEN Gary Luck 

Les Matheson and Patt Maney attended the Memorial Service for 

GEN Gary Luck, USA (Ret). Les played the bagpipes in a fitting 

send off to a great warrior/leader. (Not pictured, but also in 

attendance, was Fran Hendricks). 

 
 
 
 
Special Operations Forces Foundation 
 Fundraiser (October 5, 2024) 

 

 

The SOF Foundation held a fundraising dinner to raise 
funds for scholarships. NWFMOA Members in attendance 
pictured are Howard Fisher, Jim Shoff, Fred Shor, Fran 
Hendricks, and Paul Singleton. The Harley-Davidson bike 
was the grand prize of the event. None of them won it. 

 
 
 

 

Northwest Florida Chapter 
Fred Westfall, NWFMOA Secretary and Defender Editor  
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Installation of Flag Poles at Baker School (October 10th) 

NWFMOA Scholarship Fund President, Dave Parisot, and 
Chapter President, Fran Hendricks, stand below the new 
flagpoles at Baker School. The new poles were funded in part by 
an Educational Support Grant from the Scholarship Fund. 

The Army JROTC program celebrated the installation of new 
flagpoles at the front of the school. This project, costing 
approximately $7,500, was made possible through community 
support. 

Contributors to the flagpole project included Adam's Sanitation, 
local Veterans' organizations, and several community leaders. 
Among the donors were the American Legion Emerald Coast 
Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Fort Walton Beach 
Chapter, Military Order of the World Wars, Northwest Florida 
Military Officers Association, and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Individual contributors included John Cahoon, Okaloosa School 
Board Member Linda Evanchyk, County Commissioner Nathan 
Boyles, and Dave Parisot. 

The flagpoles were funded in part through an NWFMOA 
Scholarship Fund Educational Support Grant.  Shown above are Dave Parisot, President of the NWFMOA 
Scholarship Fund and Fran Hendricks, President of the NWFMOA. 

 

 

Dave Parisot stands with the Army JROTC members at the flagpole dedication at Baker School. 
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NWFMOA's B/G Patt Maney Awarded Eagle Scouts' Highest Honor (October 25th) 

 

 

 

NWFMOA member and Florida State 
Representative Brig Gen Patt Maney pictured 
with his wife, Mrs. Caroline Maney. 

 

 

 

NWFMOA member and Florida State Representative Thomas Patterson "Patt" Maney received the 
Distinguished Eagle Scout Award (DESA) during a National Eagle Scout Association (NESA) court of honor, 
hosted by Scouting America's Gulf Coast Council. The DESA is NESAôs highest honor for Eagle Scouts and, 
out of 2.7 million Eagle Scout recipients, has only been awarded to an estimated 2,500 individuals in 55 years 
(< 1%).   

Les Matheson Receives DAR Award (November 7th) 

 

 

NWFMOA member Les Matheson received the 
Bronze Medal of Distinction from the DAR. 

 

 

 
 

Karl Eschmann receives DAR Award (November 7th) 

Karl Eschmann received the DAR Outstanding Veteran 
Volunteer Award from the DAR.  Pictured below are 

Charlotte and Karl Eshmann with the DAR 
representative. 

 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/


December 2024 

 

  
 

The Council Communiqué      Page 30 

Find & Join 
a Chapter 

 

President Hendricks presents $8,500 Check to the Eglin Commissary (November 7th) 

 

Kim Jackson, Director of the Eglin 
Commissary and our featured speaker is 

presented a check from the NWFMOA chapter 
from President Fran Hendricks.  It will be used 

to purchase Commissary Gift Cards for E-4 
and below families.  The cards will be given 
out by First Sergeants at area bases during 

the holiday season. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Airmen of Note perform at the Event 
Center in Punta Gorda on November 13 
2024.  The concert was sponsored by the 
Charlotte Harbor Chapter. 
 

 
 

 
 
The event center was full for the November 13th Airmen of Note 
concert.  Everyone attending had a wonderful time.  The band    
presented Ennis Bisbano with a personalized official picture of the 
band.  Ennis then presented the band with the Punta Gorda Council 
and Charlotte County Commissioner proclamations declaring     
November 13, 2024 US Air Force Band Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte Harbor Chapter   
LTC Hugh Porter, USAR, President  
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MG James L. Dozier Lee Coast Chapter 
Lt Col Fred Bondurant, USAF (Ret)  

The Annual Sanibel Veterans Day 
Celebration was held in front of the flag at city 

hall.  This event has been organized by the 
chapter since at least 1986!   Colors were 
raised by the Sanibel Police Honor Guard 

and scouts from Troop 1740 

 

 WWII Veteran Robert Hilliard & Korean 
Veteran Fred Nordstrom with Fred 
Bondurant 

Our New Logo 
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Three members of the Cape Coral Military Officers 
Association of America were honored for their service on 
Nov. 8 at the Mariner Leadership Academyôs Salute to 
Veterans at Mariner High School. The three members were 
Cape Coral MOAA President Col Gary Nolan, 1LT Richard 
Rolfe and Marilyn Stout. The schoolôs Silver Magic Band 
started the ceremony by playing a medley of service 
anthems, followed by the presentation of the colors by the 
JROTC Color Guard. After the National Anthem was sung by 
JROTC Cadet Olivia Brooks, the veterans in attendance were 
all recognized. SSG Steven Thorpe was the guest speaker. 
Emanuel Barros played Taps and the Silver Magic Band 
played departure music to end the ceremony. 
 
. 
 
 

Cape Coral Chapter 
Larry Atkinson , Newsletter Editor  

Fred Bondurant and Tim Moore 
thank Veterans Day Speaker LCDR 
Brenna Reinhart, Naval Flight 
Officer.   Brenna is a graduate of the 
Sanibel School and spoke of her 
journey in the military and the 
opportunities for women in the 
service. 

Fred Bondurant congratulates 
winners of the CDR Douglas 

Quelch Essay Contest, Charles 
and John Harris.  David Lowden 

presented checks provided by The 
Bank of the Islands. 

 

Cape Coral MOAA President Gary 
Nolan (R) presenting a MOAA mug 
to Cape Coral Mayor John Gunter 

following his presentation at the Nov. 
9 breakfast meeting of the Cape 

Coral MOAA. 
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Clearwater Chapter 
Robin A. Ainsworth, CAPT , USPHS (Ret) , Drumbeat Editor   
 

 

Chapter VP Gary Williams presents a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Ryan Stites, an 

Ambassador/Manager with the Tunnel to 
Towers Organization. 

 

Chapter Vice President Gary Williams 
performs TAPS at the Tampa, FL 
Veteranôs Day ceremony. 

Anna Pauline Luna, Congresswoman 
from Florida Congressional District 
13, addresses our Chapter at the 

October Luncheon 

 

Jeffrey Doll (President Clearwater MOAA) 
Frank Michael (Senior Director MOAA 
National) Gary Williams (Vic-President 

Clearwater MOAA).  Frank Michael 
provided an update to Chapter members 

on current MOAA initiatives and legislative 
priorities at the September luncheon. 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
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250 years of Celebrating Future Leaders 
 

The Ancient City Chapter is hosting a Military Ball in January 2025. For this yearôs ball, MOAA-ACC 
is dedicating the proceeds to honor, educate, and support the Future Leaders of America. The 
funds raised during this fund raiser will make a huge difference in the lives of the young JROTC 
Cadets in our community.  The St Augustine, Nease, and Bartram Trail High School JROTC 
Programs and the St Augustine Sea Cadet Battalion are shaping the minds of the future leaders 
within our community, whether in the military or perhaps in a civil capacity. During our General 
Membership dinners before this event, we invited the Senior Military Instructor and 1-2 Cadets to 
the meeting and asked them to share how our support will impact their programs. During our 
November dinner, the St Augustine Army JROTC Senior Instructor CW5 Christopher Braund (L) 
and Cadets Fox (C) and Maund (R) spoke to us about the great things that are happening in their 
program and how any funds we raise will be used to purchase color guard items, practice rifles, and 
create a Supply Room for the Battalion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The MOAA Ancient City Chapter is hosting the Saint Augustine Military Ball, on Saturday, 
January 25th, 2025 at 6:00 PM at the Mark W. Lance Armory.  This black-tie fundraiser will feature 
dinner, dancing, a silent auction, and much more.  Proceeds will support local JROTC and the Sea 
Cadet programs, the future leaders of our nation!  Tickets are $150 per person.  Table for 8 may be 
reserved ï get yours not!  Includes catered dinner by The Spot, open bar, Veteran of the Year 
award, and live music by the Carpetbaggers.  Sponsorship opportunities, which include guest 
admission, are also available. 
 
For information or to purchase a ticket, please email MilitaryBallStAug@gmail.com .  
 
 

 

 

Ancient City Chapter  
Sarah McLevy, MOAA -ACC President/ Galleon Editor  
 
 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
mailto:MilitaryBallStAug@gmail.com
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A Sun City Center Chapter member at the 80th 
Anniversary of D- Day 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun City Center Chapter   
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, Chapter President  

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
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The guest speaker at the November PMOAA 
luncheon meeting was Gen Gary ñNordoò North, 
USAF (Ret), who shot down an Iraqi MiG 25 Foxbat in 
late 1992. Gen North shared his passion for serving 
our country and protecting the earned benefits of 
veterans through his work as Board Chairman of 
MOAA the past four years. His message was one of  
hope and inspiration for all of us to stay active in the 
mission of MOAA as a principal lobbying arm with 
Congress to advance legislation supporting and 
maintaining veteranôs benefits. We presented Gen 
North with an 18ò x 24ò acrylic photo of the Blue 
Angels and USAF Thunderbirds in their ñSuper Delta 
Formationò over Pensacola during the recent 
Homecoming Airshow week of festivities. 

 

Pensacola Chapter 
Jean Booton, Beacon Editor  

 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
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Our October 3, 2024, KOS luncheon was held at The Braised Onion in Ocala, Fl.  Our speaker was 
Larry Homenick, a former chief deputy U.S. Marshal who guarded Oklahoma City 
bomber Timothy McVeigh during his trial in 1997. 

On November 7, 2024, the KOS business meeting, election of officers, and annual memorial service 
were held at The Braised Onion. COL R. Craig Ham conducted the annual KOS business meeting 
and the election of KOS officers and board members.  The newly elected KOS members will be 
installed at the January 2, 2025, KOS chapter meeting. 

Our KOS Chaplain, LTC Carolyn 
Smith was the presiding officer for 
the 2024 KOS Memorial Service and 
opened the program with a scripture 
reading. The bell ringer for the 
ñLighting of the Candlesò was LCDR 
Doug Juhl. Six KOS deceased 
members were honored with their 
candles being highlighted in the 
program. Their candles were ignited 
by a designated representative. The 
benediction was given by Chaplain 
Smith and TAPS was played with a 
silent departure from the KOS 
meeting room. 

Kingdom of the Sun Chapter   
LTC Arlo Janssen, USA (Ret), Editor of the Sunbeams   
 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
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The MOWW-MOAA Holiday Gala will be a joint meeting set for Thursday, December 19, 2024, at 
the Ocala Shrine Club. The Military Order of World Wars (MOWW) members have teamed with the 
members from the local Kingdom of the Sun (KOS) Chapter Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA) for a grand holiday event this year.  Cocktails are set for a 4:00 PM start with music for 
dancing by our DJ, Dennis Rose. Our dinner will feature a three-course meal selection with more 
music and dancing until 8:00 PM with the closing of our annual Holiday event.  

     

 

 
Our guest speaker at our October luncheon was Harold Borrero-Almodovar from the Orlando VA 
Healthcare System (OVAHCS). He is the Program Specialist Veterans Outreach Coordinator for 
OVAHCS.   Harold gave an overview of Orlando VA healthcare, updating us on the types of care 
our veterans can expect to receive at OVAHS.  He described Community Care if the VA either 
doesnôt have the expertise to provide or if the VA cannot provide the service in a timely 
manner.  Harold reports directly to the OVAHCS Medical 
Center Director/CEO Mr. Timothy Cooke. Harold sits on 
several veteran councils and is a very knowledgeable VA 
asset the veteran community has come to rely on.  If you 
arenôt currently enrolled in the VA system, you will be after 
hearing the reasons why you should!  
 
Harold Borrero-Almodovar is a distinguished professional 
dedicated to enhancing veteranôs services and advancing 
healthcare education. He has been serving as the Program 
Specialist for Veterans Outreach Programs at the Orlando 
VA Healthcare System, where he plays a critical role in 
promoting awareness about essential services and benefits 
like the PACT Act. Haroldôs dedication to veteran advocacy 
is also evident in his roles on the Orange County and 
Orlando City Mayorôs Veterans Councils where he actively 
works to ensure that veterans and their families receive the 
support they deserve.  
 
And, in November, our own CDR Randy Fiebrandt, USCG (Ret), gave a briefing about all you might 
want to know about the cruise industry, and maybe a little bit more.  After a career in the Coast 
Guard in the Marine Safety program and holding a Masters in Naval Architecture from MIT, he 
worked for a short time in the asphalt tanker industry and finished up with 13 years in the cruise 
industry: initially with Cunard/Seabourn and finishing with Norwegian Cruise Line.  He noted that he 
has been on 86 cruises in his lifetime, although the majority of them were working cruises either 
doing training or conducting Safety Management audits.  He passed on a lot of insights about the 
inner workings of the cruise industry in general, some anecdotes and answered a LOT of questions. 

Central Florida Chapter 
CDR Randall Fiebrandt, USCG (Ret), Focus Editor/Communications  

 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
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Sue Morse, Captain, USAF(Ret) and 
Past Editor of The Drumbeat is a 
"lucky winner". 
 

 

MILITARY OFFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA) 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS (FCOC) 

 
The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) is comprised of 37 Chapters 
with nearly 5,000 members and their families.  FCOC is one of MOAAôs largest 
Councils.  MOAA has a membership of over 380,000 members in all 50 States.  
 
The FCOCôs primary communication vehicles are our bi-monthly publication, 
The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ and our Website www.FLMOAA.org . Ads run 
for one year. 
 
The COMMUNIQUÉ is distributed electronically to all our chapters, MOAA 
Headquarters in Virginia, and our influential contacts across the state of Florida.  
 
The COMMUNIQUÉ provides a unique forum for businesses to reach a select 
segment of the population.  The membership is patriotic and professional.  We 
encourage your business to reach out to our members by advertising in The 
COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ. 
  
In appreciation of Businesses that also support the FCOC Annual Convention 
with Ads in the Convention Souvenir Program Book within the last year the 
FCOC offers a discount for the same size Ad shown on the following Order 
Form.  
  
Thank you! 
 
FCOC 

 

Halifax 
Chapter Gets 
Coverage on 

deSantis 
Visit from the 

Daytona 
Beach News 

Journal  

 

 

   

 

Advertise with Us! 

Submitting Articles and Pictures for The Communiqué 
 
Articles can be attached to an email.  Microsoft Word works best (Arial 12).  You can also type your information into the body of 
an email where it can be copied and pasted into the newsletter. 
 
Pictures should have a .jpg or .png extension.  If you are sending pictures from your chapter, please include the chapter name 
and the names of those in the picture.  A few words on what the event is about will help interest the readers.  Please ensure that 
you have the permission of persons in the photos for publishing. 
 
If you have questions about your submission, contact 
 
Randy Fiebrandt 

rfiebs1953@gmail.com 

 

 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
http://www.flmoaa.org/
mailto:rfiebs1953@gmail.com
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Florida Chapters & Web Sites (if available) 

Ancient City Chapter  
St. Augustine 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

  

Bay County Chapter  
Panama City 

Area: Northwest 
 
 

Bradenton Chapter  
Bradenton 

Area: South West 
View Website 

  

Broward County 
Chapter  

Deerfield Beach 
Area: Southeast 

View Website 
  

Cape Coral Chapter  
Cape Coral 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Cape Canaveral Chapter  
Patrick AFB 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

  

Central Florida Chapter  
Orlando 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 

Charlotte Harbor Chapter  
Punta Gorda 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Clearwater Chapter  
CLEARWATER 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

  

Flagler County Chapter  
Palm Coast 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

 

Florida Keys  
Islamorada 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

 
 

Gainesville Chapter  
Gainesville 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

 

Halifax Area Chapter  
Daytona Beach 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 

Imperial Polk County Chapter  
Lakeland 

Area: Mid Central 
 View Website 

Indian River Chapter  
Vero Beach 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 
 

Kingdom Of The Sun 
Chapter  

Ocala 
Area: Mid Central 

View Website 
 

Lake & Sumter Counties Chapter  
Lady Lake 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

  

Lee Coast Chapter, MOAA  
Sanibel Island 

Area: South West 
View Website  

Historic Mayport 
Chapter  

Jacksonville 
Area: Northeast 

 
 

Military Officers Association of 
Sarasota, Inc.  

Sarasota 
Area: South West 

View Website 
  

Military Officers Association of 
SouthWest Florida  

Naples 
Area: South West 

View Website 

MOAA of Citrus County  
Lecanto 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

Nassau County  
Fernandina Beach 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

Northeast Florida Chapter  
Jacksonville 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

   

 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://www.moaa-acc.org/
http://www.orgsites.com/fl/moaa-bc/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/browardcounty/
http://capecoralmoaa.org/
http://moaacc.org/
http://moaacfc.com/
http://chcmoaa.wordpress.com/
https://moaaflcwc.wordpress.com/
https://fcmoaa41.wordpress.com/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/floridakeys/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/gainesville
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Halifax/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/kingdomofthesun
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/IRCMOAA/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/kingdomofthesun
http://www.lakesumtermoaa.org/Home
http://moaafl.org/chapters/leecoast/
http://sarasotamoaa.com/
http://www.moaswf.org/
https://www.moaaccc.org/Home
http://www.ncflmoaa.org/
https://neflmoaa.com/
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  Northwest Florida Chapter 
Fort Walton Beach 
Area: Northwest 
View Website 

 

Palm Beach-Martin Counties Chapter  
Jupiter 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

Pensacola Chapter  
Pensacola 

Area: Northwest 
View Website  

   

St. Petersburg Area Chapter 
St. Petersburg 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

  

South Central Florida Chapter  
Sebring 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

South Dade Chapter 
Princeton 

Area: South East 
View Website 

Sun City Center Chapter  
Sun City Center 

Area: West Central 
View Website  

Suncoast Chapter  
Port Richey 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

Suwannee River Valley Chapter  
Lake City 

Area: Northeast 
View Website  

 

 
Tallahassee Chapter  

Tallahassee 
Area: Northwest 
View Website 

 
Tampa Chapter  

MacDill AFB 
Area: West Central 

View Website 

 
Treasure Coast Chapter  

Fort Pierce 
Area: East Central 

View Website 
 

  
 

 West Volusia MOAA Chapter  
New Smyrna Beach 
Area: East Central 

View Website 

 
  

   

   

 

http://nwfmoa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/PBMCC/
http://www.pmoaa.org/
http://www.moaastpetearea.com/
http://scfcmoaa.org/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southdade/
http://www.sccmoaa.org/
https://www.suncoastmoaa.org/
http://www.suwanneerivervalleymoaa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Tallahassee/
http://www.moaatampa.org/
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/TCMOAA/
https://wvmoaa.wordpress.com/


 
 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
President: COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)  321-831-7572  (Jane) 

Vice President: COL John Murphy, USA (Ret)  904-481-9325 (Ginger) 

NE Area Vice President: CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret)  571-438-3875 (Andrea) 

NW Area Vice President:  LTC Paul Chlebo, USA (Ret)  540-220-8771 (Tracy Gifford) 

EC Area Vice President: MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret)  407-221-1388   

MC Area Vice President: LTC Dan Hill, LTC, USA (Ret)  863-212-5036  (Josie)  
WC Area Vice President: COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret) 301-529-4301 

SE Area Vice President: COL Joe Napoli, USA (Ret)  305-298-1064 
SW Area Vice President: COL Gary Nolan, USAF (Ret)  618-407-6945    (Cindy) 

Secretary: COL Jon Gordon, USA (Ret)  941-923-2302 (Mary) 

Treasurer:  Lt Col Gary Peppers, USAF (Ret)  239-573-6690 

Immediate Past President: CDR Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret)  540-775-4955  (Mary) 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Budget & Finance: Lt Col Gary Peppers, USAF (Ret)  847-452-8473 

Bylaws & Resolutions: COL Bancroft McKittrick, USMC (Ret)  603 548-6558 (Kathleen) 

Communiqué Editor: CDR Randall Fiebrandt, USCG (Ret)  954-806-7854  (Joan) 

Legislative Affairs: CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret)   386-320-3283 
Florida Veterans Council: MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret)  407-221-1388   

Florida Legislative Affairs: Lt Col Steve Murray, USAF (Ret)  850-668-1645  (Beth)  

Defense State Liaison Office: COL Bill Wojciechowski, USAF (Ret)  620-770-0059 

Membership: COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)  321-831-7572  (Jane) 

Personal Affairs: COL Paul Loschiavo, USMC (Ret)  561-310-4769   

Religious Activities: COL Anthony ñTonyò Clark, ARNG (Ret)  407-496-5249   

Web Site & FMMC/IMMC Ed:  LTC Marc Oliveri, USAR (Ret)  561-753-7565  (Jenine) 

Facebook Administrator: MAJ John Kieffer, USA (Ret),  813-919-9161 

Surviving Spouse Liaison: Patricia Green,  407-774-7933     

 

To reach any of the Officers or Committee Chairs via email, please go to our Web site (Contact Us)  or     

 

 

 
 

  

The Council Communiqué is the newsletter of the Florida 
Council of Chapters (FCOC), Military Officers Association of 
America, and is published bimonthly: February, April, June, 
August, October, and December.  MOAA, its Councils and 
Chapters are non-partisan organizations. The Communiqué is 
intended for wide distribution via e-mail within the FCOC 
including Chapter Leaders and all Chapter Members in 
Florida.  A current issue of The Council Communiqué can 
be found at the Florida Council of Chapters Web Site: 
http://www.flmoaa.org/, drop down menu Events/News.  
 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and may 
not express the positions of FCOC or the MOAA. 

The 

Communiqué 
is on the web:  

http://flmoaa.org/ 


