
 
 
 

 
  

Summer is here and it doesn’t seem 

possible that our 2024 Convention is now 

three months in the rear-view mirror!  

While summer is generally a time when 

things slow down, we had a busy June 

and July, and we are already in the 

throes of the Summer Advocacy in 

Action (AiA) Campaign, preparing for our 

Leadership Training Seminar in January, 

and looking at the events and conventions going forward.   

 

Breaking News:  On August 3rd, the FCoC Board of Directors met to 

address a contractual problem we encountered with holding the 2025 

convention in The Villages (essentially making it too expensive and 

unprofitable).  The BoD approved a motion to cancel the May 2025 

convention there and to hold a “mini-convention” in conjunction with the 

January LTS in January—Mark your calendars for an informative and fun 

time in Orlando!  More information will be forthcoming in the October 

Communiqué and posted on our Facebook Page, but save the dates--17-19 

January, 2025! 

 

In June, we presented The MOAA Foundation Community Grant check to 

Dogs Inc. (formerly Southeastern Guide dogs).  With the grant, we are 

partnering with Dogs Inc. as a State-wide project to use our network of 

Chapters and members to identify Veterans in need of guide, service, or 

companion dogs; provide information for potential puppy raisers and 

otherwise support Dogs Inc., and to help raise money to provide these elite 

dogs at no cost to qualifying veterans.  Be sure to read the article on page 14 

on how you can help!  

 

At the end of June, we also attended the Florida National Guard Convention 

in Kissimmee.  I want to thank Jeff Cahoon, Sarah McLevy, Lorraine Holland, 
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and John Murphy for working at that event.  Our purpose was to raise MOAA awareness among the 

National Guard Officers in the State.  We had a table to recruit new members, provide MOAA 

information, and tell them about our Chapters -- See the article on page 16 for more on that 

successful event. 

 

The major event for MOAA in August is the Summer Advocacy in Action (AiA).  Pierre Louis, our 

Legislative Affairs Chair, has more on how we support this effort in his article on page 5, and our Area 

Vice Presidents are organizing their areas to engage our legislators in their districts.  MOAA’s 

summer’s focus will be for a targeted pay raise for junior enlisted personnel, continued efforts towards 

restoring Basic Allowance for Housing back to 100%, and advocating for combat injured veterans to 

receive both retired and disability pay through the Richard Star Act.  If you have not done so, it is 

important to sign up in the MOAA Legislative Advocacy Center and TAKE ACTION to make your 

voice heard!  You can sign up in the Legislative Advocacy Center by going here:  

www/moaa.quorum.us/.  In past years, MOAA members would read an article about the summer 

advocacy effort in Military Officer Magazine and then were asked to send a post card to their 

legislators. With the new MOAA Legislative Action Center, it is much easier for those registered to 

TAKE ACTION.  This is one of our core missions as MOAA members and affiliate organizations. 

 

We have re-energized our social media presence with a revised Facebook page!  John Kieffer, our 

Council Facebook administrator, is doing an excellent job with getting the page up and running and 

posting key information relevant to MOAA members in the State.  Let either John or I know if you 

have information from your Chapters that you would like to have posted. Take a look at the page 

Facebook@ MOAA Florida Council of Chapters, and be sure to follow and like us!  Facebook will be 

key to providing information about what the Council is doing and connecting with not only our Chapter 

members, but also those non-Chapter MOAA members in the State that will soon become part of our 

Virtual Network.  Chapter webmasters, newsletter editors, and Facebook administrators can also use 

it for content--Check it frequently for updates! 

 

Wishing you a great Summer.  Let me know if you have any questions at 

PresFCOC2024@gmail.com. 

 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
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EIGHT ACTION ITEMS, PATRIOTS! 
Thank you to all the hard working members of the Florida Council 
and the Florida Chapters!  As I read the Chapter newsletters and 
The Communique, I realize many of you put in long and tireless 
hours doing what you do to make MOAA better. 
 
1) Please include VPFCOC@gmail.com in your newsletter 
distribution lists.   It is through your efforts that people join and stay 
involved in our great organizations.  Membership is my focus.  
Every Chapter member is a member of the membership 
committee. 
 
2) Just ask an officer you meet to join your Chapter.  Many years 
ago, in my Chapter, you were fined if you did not have a 
membership application in your wallet.  Nowadays, I have a membership contact in my phone that I 
can send to the person on the spot.  As a member of the membership committee you have the power 
to ask officers to join us. 
 
3) Place an application in your wallet or phone.  You can run into officers in line at the Exchange, at 
the pharmacy, a patriotic event or happenstance anywhere. 
BREAK BREAK - On Sunday June 14, I completed a sprint triathlon.  My first triathlon!  August 11th, I 
will try the same sprint triathlon again.  Hopefully, my training will show as well as the lessons learned 
from the first one.  I plan to level up to the next distance come September. 
 
4) Please take a moment to check out the FCoC Facebook page and follow it!  Many thanks to St. 
Petersburg President John Kieffer for creating our Facebook page.   
Our annual Leadership Training Seminar is January 17 - 19, 2025 at the Rosen Centre, Orlando.  
Registration is right around the corner. 
 
5) Put in calendar. 
 
6) Register.  Chapter Presidents please nominate up and coming Chapter leaders to attend the LTS 
on MOAA National’s dime. 
 
7) Nominate new leaders.   AVPs please submit your LTS topics for the AVP break out sessions by 
September 15 to me. 
 
8) Submit AVP Topics. 
 
I remain thankful for the trust you have placed in the Council Leadership.  IPP Pat and President 
Steve are working hard every day to make the Council and each Chapter better. 

Vice President’s Message 
COL John Murphy, USA SF (Ret)   
 
 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
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2024 

 
1-31 AUG:  MOAA Online Elections (Board of Directors and Resolutions) 
5 AUG-6 SEP:  MOAA Summer Advocacy in Action (AiA) Campaign 
14 AUG: MOAA Virtual Experienced Leader Training Workshop 
29 AUG: MOAA Roundtable - Council / Chapter Visit Program 
19 SEP: Area VP & Chapter President in Northeast, Northwest, Mid-Central, 
and West Central Areas to form nominating Committees for AVP. 
26 SEP: MOAA Roundtable (Topic TBD) 
19 OCT: Fall Virtual FCoC Board Meeting (Approve budget for 2025 and 
approve a proposed budget for 2026) 
24 OCT: MOAA Roundtable - Community Outreach 
18 NOV: President will circulate an agenda for the 17 January 2025 Annual 
Business Meeting 
21 NOV: MOAA Roundtable - Harris Communication Award 
08 DEC: Names of AVP nominees for Northeast, Northwest, Mid-Central, and 
West Central Areas election due to FCoC Secretary. 
19 DEC: MOAA 2024 Review / 2025 Preview 
28 DEC: Chapters to submit any agenda items for the Annual Business 
Meeting for consideration by the Board. 
31 DEC: Chapters provide lists of Members passing in 2024 to Council 
Secretary  

2025 
 
17-19 JAN: Leadership Training Seminar & NEW: Mini-Convention - Orlando, 
Rosen Centre 
 
NOTE: Blue Text - FCoC Bylaws Requirement 
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Hello, in our June issue, we discussed the imminent Congressional 
Summer Recess, and it has now arrived. In previous years, our 
membership would receive point papers that outlined the most 
important points to discuss with our legislators. This year, our 
government relations team, MOAA, has determined that the most 
effective method of disseminating information is to encourage 
members to log on to the Legislative Action Center to support this 
Summer AiA Campaign. This encourages a greater digital footprint to 
push this campaign.  
 
In addition, as I was preparing comments for this month’s Communique, we have received an email 
alert that sums up our focus for this year’s Summer Recess. 
 
An excerpt from General Kelly’s letter: 
 
“Thank you so much for your help in raising awareness about MOAA’s efforts to restore the Basic 
Allowance for Housing to 100%. Together, we reached over 260,000 people! We’d like to keep the 
momentum going as we prepare to reach out to legislators during their summer recess asking them to 
support three of MOAA’s key legislative priorities: 

 Restoring BAH to 100% 
 Pay raise for junior enlisted personnel 
 Supporting combat injured veterans 

As someone interested in protecting the hard-earned benefits of servicemembers, veterans, and their 
families across all ranks, you can influence positive change by becoming a registered advocate in 

our Legislative Action Center. REGISTER NOW  

 
This powerful tool makes it easy to send pre-written letters to your members of Congress. The more 

advocates we have taking action, the greater chance of ensuring these essential items are included 

in the upcoming appropriations bills and the FY 2025 National Defense Authorization Act. 
 

 

 MOAA Legislative Update: 
Read about the latest MOAA Advocacy News and Calls-

to-Action here. 
 

 

 

Legislative Affairs 
CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret), Legislative Chair 
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Sincerely,  
Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret)  
President and CEO 
 
During the course of this Summer Recess, Chapter Presidents and Legislative Chairs will meet with 
their respective district lawmakers in person, or via phone or zoom call to advocate in support of 
MOAA’s priorities. *Our action plan will be in force to meet with lawmakers as we receive MOAA’s 
additional points they want mentioned in our meetings.* These points will be adressed in future 
emails to councils and Chapters.  
 
If you are curious about whether your lawmaker in your district has signed on as a cosponsor 

on the Major Richard Star Act or the Restore Basic Allowance to 100%, then>> CLICK HERE 

 
The following information was mentioned briefly in the President’s opening comments.  Here is a link 

to the campaign letter that is sent to the legislators from the Legislative Action Center. 

  
The letter expresses the following notes: 
 
•Junior Enlisted Pay Raise: Competitive pay remains critical to the health of the all-volunteer force, 
and both the House and the Senate seek to address this issue in their respective NDAA versions.  
With the House bill proposing a 19.5% pay increase and the Senate falling well short of that, it's likely 
the right answer is somewhere in the middle. We need Congress to ensure there is sufficient 
recognition that junior enlisted servicemembers need and deserve a once-in-a-generation pay boost 
beyond the annual pay raise.  
 
•Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) Restoration: Access to quality housing and promoting financial 
wellness are important to sustaining the all-volunteer force. Restoring BAH addresses both issues. I 
ask that you support the House NDAA’s provision restoring BAH to 100% for FY 2025 – a move 
toward MOAA’s goal of fully repealing the BAH reduction.  
 
•Major Richard Star Act: Tens of thousands of combat-injured veterans lose a dollar of earned DoD 
retirement pay for every dollar of VA disability compensation. For three years in a row, over two-thirds 
of Congress has supported the Star Act, which would end that unjust financial offset. Despite this vast 
support, neither version of the NDAA includes the bill. We ask that you continue to press leadership 
for passage of this important legislation. “ 
 
 
The latest update on the National Defense Authorization Act as of August are as follows: 
 

1. Senate Armed Services Committee: The committee has introduced an amendment to give more 
authority to DoD components to purchase cybersecurity products and services independently, aiming to 
enhance tailored cybersecurity approaches. 
 

2. Legislative Progress: The NDAA, known as S.4638, was introduced by Senator Jack Reed and has 
been placed on the Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. The bill is now heading to the 
Senate floor for consideration. 
 

3. Amendments and Markup: During the subcommittee and full committee markups, the Senate 

Continued on next page 
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Armed Services Committee considered 445 amendments and adopted 286 of them. 
 
Here’s a look at some key dates as the congressional calendar moves forward. 
 

 Aug. 1: The last day both the House and Senate were to be in session before leaving for a five-
week recess, though the House now plans to conclude its business earlier. In the coming days, 
MOAA will make additional resources available to members seeking to reach out to their 
lawmakers during this break, which many House and Senate members will use to connect with 
constituents. 
 

 Sept. 9: Both the House and Senate return to work for a three-week stint. This period 
represents the last chance for Congress to pass a budget before the end of the fiscal year – a 
key duty of lawmakers, one that they’ve failed to accomplish (with rare exceptions) for several 
decades. 
 

 Sept. 27: The end of the three-week working period. Both chambers will adjourn until after the 
election. 
 

 Sept. 30: The end of the current fiscal year. 
 

 Nov. 5: Election Day. 
 

 Nov. 12: Both the House and Senate return for a “lame-duck” session. Despite the name, this 
session may prove critical to the advancement of the FY 2025 National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA), must-pass legislation which contains many key MOAA priorities. After the 2022 
midterm elections, for instance, that year’s NDAA saw dozens of legislative actions during the 
lame-duck session, eventually moving to the president’s desk and becoming law before year’s 
end. 
 

 Nov. 21: The last day both chambers are in session prior to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

 Dec. 2: The Senate begins its three-week, year-end session; the House starts the following 
day. 
 

 Jan. 3, 2025: Start of the 119th Congress. 
  
During the legislative period outlined above, lawmakers will consider not only the NDAA, but the 12 
appropriations bills needed to keep the federal government funded, along with a host of other 
legislative priorities, to include key omnibus veterans benefits legislation. As MOAA’s advocacy team 
continues its work on the Hill, your grassroots advocacy during this period will help send our message 
to key lawmakers, many of whom will be paying special attention during their reelection campaigns. 
 

Continued on next page 
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This month, I will begin a new feature in our newsletter that will be 
devoted to monitoring legislative initiatives in Florida that have 
affected our veteran community. Recent conversations that took 
place at our convention, one on one meetings with friends, emails, 
and recently, a Chapter health zoom call, served as the impetus for 
this new addition.  
 
We will publish updates on new state legislations that has/had an 
impact on our Florida veterans. This is only the beginning, and we 
are dedicated to keeping you updated when new measures and 
changes in legislation come into effect.  I didn’t see a TAKE 
ACTION button on the Florida Legislation site, but here is a link to 

what the state’s deems as Effective Communication with a 
Legislator. 
 
In order for us to successfully navigate these legislative changes 
together, your participation and comments are very necessary. 
Always feel free to email me at pierre@pierrelouisspeaks.com 
 

FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE TRACKING 

 
Bill # Description Latest Update 

HB 725 Veterans' Long-term Care Facilities Admissions 
allows long term nursing home admission for 
spouses.   

Signed into law  
Effective date July 1st 

HB 1329 Veterans' Revises provisions related to veterans 
including veterans' history program, Florida Is For 
Veterans, Inc., Veterans Employment & Training 
Services Program, grants, workforce training & 
recruitment, exemption from fees, advisory council 
on brain & spinal cord injuries, & required instruction 
on Veterans' Day & Memorial Day. 

Signed into law  
Effective date July 1st. 

HB 357 Special Observances: Designates each November 
as Veterans Appreciation Month and replaces 
Veterans Week with a month-long recognition of 
Veterans 

Signed into law  
Effective date July 1st. 

SB 548 Public Records/Military Personnel and their Spouses and 
Dependents: Exempts identification & location information 
of certain military personnel and their families from public 
record. 
 

Signed into law  
Effective date April 26th 

SB 736 Services Provided by the Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles or Its Agents: Authorizes 
certain disabled veterans to be issued a military 
license plate or specialty license plate in lieu of a 
“DV” license plate. 

Signed into law  
Effective date July 1st. 

Meeting with Congressman Mills 

 

Continued on next page 
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HB 1161 Verification of Eligibility for Homestead Exemption: 
Introduces new measure for tentative verification of 
eligibility for disabled veterans and surviving 
spouses for property tax exemptions and discounts. 

Signed into law  
Effective date May 29th 

HB 1227 Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration Day: Designates 
Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration Day, which 
occurs on fourth Thursday in March, as legal 
holiday. 

Signed into law  
Effective date July 1st. 

 

Enforcement on Oct 1st 2024 of Florida HB 1365 Titled "Unauthorized Public 
Camping and Public Sleeping" 
  
I am urging our Florida MOAA members, especially those who sit on Florida Veteran Councils, to 
proactively take action by working with your local law enforcement agencies BEFORE the Oct 1st 
2024 enforcement of Florida HB 1365, titled "Unauthorized Public Camping and Public Sleeping."  
The Bill prohibits counties and municipalities from authorizing or allowing public camping or sleeping 
on public property by homeless individuals (to include VETERANS).  Please initiate meaningful dialog 
and share the information with local Veteran Service Offices, especially law enforcement since they 
will be the monitors to enforce the Bill.    
  
Homeless individuals will be placed in “temporary shelters monitored by law enforcement 
agencies” under the new law. Anyone using those encampments would be prohibited from using 
alcohol or illegal drugs.  This legislation will mandate that homeless individuals receive “wraparound 
services” for mental health and drug addiction while residing in a designated location. When local 
homeless shelters have reached maximum capacity, the Department of Children and Families (DCF) 
will be made to designate temporary “campsites.” 
 
October 1st is fast approaching, and for the most part, we haven’t heard meaningful discussions from 
County Officials about identifying ‘shelters” for the homeless.  With some of our veterans suffering 
drug and alcohol abuse, they would not qualify for a shelter. It is unclear what happens if the Veteran 
is found to have an outstanding warrant, if they will be arrested for refusing to go to a shelter, have 
children, or if they have an animal with them. If there is a Veterans Treatment Court in your area, 
please alert them they may experience an increase of veterans requiring their assistance.   
 
There are 67 Counties in Florida, and the Bill exempts a “fiscally constrained” municipality or county 
(mostly rural counties) if complying would create a financial hardship. Florida has earmarked $30 

Florida Veterans Council Update 
MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret), FCoC Committee Chair 
Florida Veterans Council 
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million for what are known as "continuums of care" to prepare for the law. Continuums of care are the 
regional bodies coordinating housing and services for homeless people to provide mental-health and 
substance-abuse services, short-term and traditional shelters, and sanctioned camping and safe-
harbor sites. 
 
The Veteran Councils of Orlando, Orange Co. and Seminole recognize there may be Veterans who 
will not qualify for housing under this Bill.  I reached out to Florida Department of Veteran Affairs 
(FDVA) Hope Navigator Aaron Pelone, who emailed me a list of Veteran Service Organizations 
(VSO’s) in Central Florida that may provide housing for our local homeless veterans.  Please reach 
out to Aaron Pelone and request a listing for your specific region.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to: Aaron Pelone Hope Navigator, Office: (850) 300–
6886 Cell: (850) 596 - 8054  Email: aaron.pelone@fdva.fl.gov 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Governor Signs Budget Providing Vital Funding to Florida’s Veteran Community 
  
Governor Ron DeSantis signed the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Focus on Florida’s Future budget into law 
on June 12, ensuring timely and essential services and support to Veterans, their families and 
survivors through the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA).  
  
FDVA is a constitutionally chartered department responsible for serving the Nation’s estimated 
second largest Veteran population. Operating as the premier point of entry for Florida’s more than 1.4 
million Veterans, FDVA operates a network of State Veterans’ Homes and provides statewide 
outreach to connect Veterans with earned services, benefits and support.  
  
“Florida is the State of choice for our Nation’s Veterans and their families, thanks to the powerful 
leadership and advocacy of Governor Ron DeSantis,” said retired Marine Corps Major General 
James S. Hartsell, Executive Director of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs. “As a Navy 
Veteran, Governor DeSantis spearheads our effort to ensure Florida is a national leader in honoring 
and supporting our Veterans. Working together toward a positive future for Florida Veterans and their 
families, Florida continues to be the most Veteran friendly and sought after state in the Nation.” 
  
Included in the budget is an increase in the number of State Veterans’ Service Officers, reflecting the 
state’s large Veteran population and the addition and expansion of U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs health care facilities. 
  

Florida Department of  

Veterans Affairs Update 
Lt Col R. Steven Murray, USAF (Ret.) 

Communications Director, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 
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The budget includes approval of a $10 million investment to begin the construction of Florida’s ninth 
State Veterans’ Nursing Home, in Collier County, upon federal grant approval. Once this new skilled 
nursing home is completed, Florida will have the most state-operated Veterans’ Nursing Homes in the 
Nation. 
  
To support Florida’s legacy Veterans’ Homes, the budget provides $4 million for maintenance and 
repairs necessary to provide Veterans’ Home residents a safe, compassionate state-of-the-art facility 
that meets their needs. 
  
The budget also continues a $2 million annual investment in Veterans Florida to assist separating and 
retiring Veterans in securing meaningful skills-based employment, providing employers a skilled talent 
pipeline, and assisting Veterans in creating and operating a small business. 
  
The budget also funds a dental grant program that will enable deserving qualified Florida Veterans to 
receive no-cost dental care to improve their general health, as the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs reports only 15 percent of enrolled Veterans nationwide are eligible for dental care. 
  
 
  

Governor DeSantis Signs Legislation to Support Florida Veterans and Their 
Families 
  
Governor Ron DeSantis signed House Bill 725 and House Bill 1329 to support Florida’s veterans and 
their families through services for veterans shifting to civilian life, ensuring spouses can enjoy long-
term care together, and expanding benefits available for veterans. 
  
“Florida is committed to remaining the most military- and veteran-friendly state in the nation,” said 
Governor Ron DeSantis. “We are proud to support those who have bravely served our country, and 
today’s legislation will help ensure that veterans and their families have the resources they need to 
successfully transition into civilian life with their loved ones by their side. It will also provide more 
benefits to veterans and educate future generations on the sacrifices made by service members.” 
  
Governor Ron DeSantis signed House Bill 725 and House Bill 1329 into law. 
  
House Bill 725 expands the eligibility for admissions to a veterans’ long-term care facility to include 
spouses or surviving spouses of qualifying veterans. 
  
The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs has 1,102 skilled nursing and assisted living beds in nine 
state Veterans’ Nursing Homes across the state, and currently is in the process of adding a tenth 
home that will give Florida the most state-operated facilities in the nation. State Veterans’ Nursing 
Homes provide valuable services for veterans and their families, including: 
  

 Providing skilled nursing and hospice care; 
 Offering adult day health care; 
 Offering inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation services; and 
 Housing wellness centers and veteran service offices.  

  

Continued on next page 
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House Bill 1329 focuses programs and expands benefits for veterans here in the state of Florida. 
More specifically, this bill: 
  

 Designates that Florida is for Veterans, Inc. (Veterans Florida), a non-profit created within the 
FDVA to help military veterans transition to civilian life, serves as the state’s initial point of 
contact for military transition assistance for veterans and their spouses reaching the end of 
their service career. 

 Increases Veterans Florida’s board of directors from nine to eleven members, with a new 
appointee allocated to both the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

 Revises the Veterans Employment and Training Services Program to: 
 Match veterans and spouses with businesses within their preferred market and industry; 
 Encourage entrepreneurship and growing veteran-owned small businesses; 
 Prioritize grant funds for training, certification, and licenses; 
 Provide that businesses participating in the Veterans Employment and Training Services 

Program may also receive a grant under any other state-run program; and 
 Authorize Veterans Florida to assist state agencies in recruiting veteran talent into their 

workforce and maximize veteran access to benefits, services, training, and education. 
 Creates a fee exemption on hunting and fishing licenses for honorably discharged veterans 

with a qualifying service-connected disability. 
 Requires public school instruction on the history and importance of Veterans Day and 

Memorial Day. 
 Creates and funds the Major John Leroy Haynes Florida Veterans’ History Program to record 

the stories of Florida’s veterans and preserve them for future generations. 
  
“Today’s bill signing is an important milestone as we proudly serve Florida’s Veterans with purpose 
and passion,” said retired Marine Corps Major General James S. Hartsell, Executive Director 
of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs. “Admitting eligible spouses and surviving spouses into 
our State Veterans’ Homes is another great accomplishment to keep Florida the most Veteran 
friendly and sought after state in the Nation. In addition, the Veterans Bill known as HB 1329 also 
creates new awareness programs honoring our State’s Veterans and expands earned benefits for 
eligible Veterans and spouses. I commend Governor DeSantis and our legislators for supporting 
these two key bills.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August Quiz: 
 
Here’s an easy one this month.  Which State has the lowest high point of all the 50 
States?  If you know it, where is it? 
 
Answer is later on in The Communique’ 
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Friends, I hope that you are enjoying a great summer: relaxing on a beach, 

by the pool, or in a cozy chair with a good book in your hand.  MOAA is not 

on vacation, though.  There is a zoom information and training session 

planned for August 14th.  Please check the national website to sign up if 

you have not received an invitation.  Or, you can request a link from me.  My contact is 

deg06@aol.com. 

The Surviving Spouse portion of this session is two hours long.  Each member of the Surviving 

Spouse Advisory Council will introduce themselves to you.  This is your opportunity to meet the 

national leaders with expertise on SS issues.  They will present their Chapter accomplishments, 

personal challenges and lessons learned.   

A few of the topics are: 

Dealing with 2nd or 3rd marriage issues. 

Caregivers Support and respite. 

Receiving help from DFAS and the VA. 

Why not skip the sunscreen on Wednesday, August 14th and attend this zoom meeting.  I’m sure you 

will learn something new and helpful. 

Something else you may enjoy is membership in the Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter. 

The dues are free and you can attend the next meeting on August 20 at 5 pm Eastern time.  This is a 

discussion share and care meeting.  A lot of information is gleaned from the discussions of the issues 

from different locales and points of view. 

If you are bookish, we have a Book Club.  It meets on the 3rd Monday at 4 pm Eastern time.  We 

rotate fiction and non-fiction selections.  August, we will discuss THE WAGER: A TALE OF 

SHIPWRECK, MUTINY AND MURDER, by David Grann. This book was recommended by one of our 

members and was reviewed in our MOAA Magazine. 

Thank you all for joining the Virtual Chapter.  The state of Florida now ranks 1st with the most 

members.  If you haven’t joined yet, contact mssvc02@gmail.com, for a membership application and 

receive invitations to the meetings, help with issues, and an information filled quarterly newsletter. 

 

 
 

 
 

Surviving Spouse Corner 
Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison 
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Guide, Service, & Companion Dogs for Disabled Veterans! 
 
MOAA Florida Council is Partnering with Dogs Inc. to help Veterans-in-need 
 
The Florida Council of Chapters was one of forty-two recipients to receive a 2024 MOAA Foundation 
Community Service Outreach Grant.  The council is using the grant to partner with Dogs Inc., formerly 
Southeastern Guide Dogs—for a state-wide service project to help veterans-in-need obtain elite 
guide, service, or companion dogs. 
 
Dogs Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  They work to transform the lives of veterans impacted 
with vision loss, post-traumatic stress, or other disabilities by providing them with these elite dogs.  
Dogs Inc. breeds, raises, and trains elite guide and service dogs and provides them at no cost, with 
lifetime care and follow-up services to qualifying veterans.  Their campus is in Palmetto, near 
Bradenton, Florida. 
   
Here is what you and your Chapter can do to support this project and transform the lives of disabled 
veterans: 

 Be a “Scout”:  Identify Disabled Veterans who could benefit from a Guide, Service, or 

Companion Dog.  Eligibility requirements to qualify and obtain an elite dog is available on the 

Dogs Inc. website (www.dogsinc.org/gad-old/dogs-for-veterans/).  We also request our members 

work with other local veteran organizations to share this information with those groups as well.   

 Volunteer:  Volunteers are needed on the Dogs Inc. campus.  Chapters in the Bradenton-Sun 

City-Sarasota and surrounding areas can consider on-campus projects.  Across the State, 

volunteers are needed to be Puppy Raisers (for 3-, 6-, or 12-month periods), and Breeder Dog 

hosts. See the www.DOGSInc.org website for information.    

 Donate:  Obviously, it costs to raise, train, and provide these elite dogs to veterans.  Dogs Inc. 

does not receive government funding and graciously accepts donations.  Gifts are tax deductible 

to the extent allowable by the law.  Fundraiser events are also appreciated.  Donations can be 

made online on the DOGSInc.org website or by mailing a check to Dogs Inc, 4210 77th Street 

East, Palmetto, FL  34221.   

For more information about this worthy endeavor, see the Dogs Inc. website at www.DOGSINC.org.  
If you or your chapter are volunteering or donating, please let them know you are a MOAA member, 
and we “Never Stop Serving”! 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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On June 24th, MOAA members of Sarasota, Sun City 
Center, and Bradenton Chapters visited the Dogs Inc. 
campus where COL Steve Bond (USA, Ret), FCoC 
President, presented a check from The MOAA 
Foundation for $2,500.  Through anonymous donors, 
the donation was ‘matched’ making it a $5,000 
donation!  Steve presented the check to Sean Brown 
(in purple shirt), Dogs Inc. Associate Director for 
Mission Awareness.  The Dogs Inc. volunteer at far 
right is Harriett Jordan, a member of Sun City Center 
Chapter.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Left to Right):  Amber Watt, Senior Associate Director of 
Philanthropy at Dogs Inc, (L), pauses outside the puppy 

facility on the Dogs Inc. campus with members of Sarasota 
Chapter.  This year, Sarasota Chapter also donated $5,000 

to Dogs Inc.!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service Dog Demo during visit to Dogs Inc, on June 24th. 
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Florida Council at the Florida National Guard State Conference 
 
The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) participated in the Florida National Guard Convention 
in Kissimmee on Saturday, June 29th.  The Council sponsored an information and recruiting table, 
where we talked to well over one hundred MOAA eligible National Guard Officers and Warrant 
Officers.  We signed many up on the spot as MOAA Basic Members and provided them with 
information on our network of Chapters in Florida.   
Overall, it was a productive event!  

 
 
 

MOAA Recruiting and Information table at 
the NGAFL Conference. 

 L-R:  Sarah McLevy-President Ancient City 
Chapter, Tony Clark-FCoC Chaplain, Laura 
Wickett-President W. Volusia Chapter, Jeff 

Cahoon-President SW Chapter, Steve 
Bond-FCoC President, John Murphy-FCoC 
Vice President, and Lorraine Holland-East 

Central Area Vice President.  

  
 
Tony and Laura were working at the 
Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve Table next to us. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lorraine (C) and Sarah (R) talk to a National Guard MOAA 
Member about becoming involved in a Chapter. 
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DSLO SUCCESS IN FLORIDA 

Our regional Defense State Liaison Office (DSLO) Representative Eric 
Sherman will be retiring in October (he is currently the longest serving 
person in the DSLO) . During his tenure, critical legislation for the benefit 
of military families and veterans has been successfully passed.  In 
fact, the Council has advanced campaigns to advocate for some of those 

priorities in the past. There will be more to do during the 2025 legislative session.  A list of the 
current priorities forming the basis of the State Report Card ratings are on the MOAA website. Even 
though Florida shows up in the "Red", progress on enacting bills in support of the DSLO priorities has 
been fair but implementing the provisions has been reasonably effective. Florida's Report Card 
follows. 

2024 DSLO State Policy Priorities 
 
Florida Report Card: Rating 3/10 - RED 
 
Military Access to Quality Family Child Care  Passed 2023 
 
Military Spouse Employment and Economic Opportunities  
   Audiology-Speech Pathology  Passed 2024 
  Teacher Mobility     Passed 2023 
   Licensed Professional Counseling Passed 2023 
   Nurse Licensure      Passed 2016 
   Physical Therapy Licensure  Passed 2024 
   Psychology Interjurisdictional  Passed 2023 
 
   Child Abuse Identification and Reporting  No Action 
   Concurrent Juvenile Jurisdiction   No Action 
   State Support for Military Families with Special Education Needs. No Action 
 
   Open Enrollment Flexibility   Passed 2020 
   Defining Armed Forces in State Policy   Passed 2022 
 
   Military Family Anti-Discrimination Status   No Action 
   State Response to Military Interpersonal Violence  No Action 

 

 

Florida Defense State Liaison Office  
Col William A. Wojciechowski, ED.D., USAF (RET) 

Continued on next page 
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A Visit to Arlington National Cemetery 
 
 

 
‘Want to get a rise out of a group of veterans?  Bring up the subject of Arlington National Cemetery 
(ANC).  There are currently about 95,000 burial plots remaining and twenty million eligible veterans.  
Talk about a heated controversy. 
 
In 2009, a good friend of mine lost the battle with cancer and his wife arranged for him to be buried in 
ANC.  It takes about a year and at the appointed time, I was there.  As he was a Marine Corps Major, 
the Marine Corps provided the burial detail.  Two platoons of Marines in dress blues escorted the 
caisson carrying his casket.  The seven Marine rifle detail provided the 21 gun salute.  Needless to 
say, the ceremony was outstanding.  It still sends chills up and down my back. 
 
In April, I attended another funeral at ANC.  Another good friend (a retired Navy Captain) also lost the 
battle with cancer.  Before he passed on, he chose to be cremated and have his ashes placed in a 
“columbarium” in Arlington.  Apparently, while burial plots are limited, there’s a huge number of 
potential niches available for the final resting places of “cremains.”  (I read somewhere that the 
number is “unlimited.)  The following is my After Action Report of an inurnment at ANC.  I’m not 
suggesting that you arrange it.  I am suggesting that it’s worth consideration. 
 
The wife of the deceased instructed me to meet at 
the Administrative Building at 1015.  As any good 
Marine would do, I showed up a half hour early.  
The main entrance to Arlington was full of tour 
busses and groups of school aged kids.  We got 
into the queue and finally made it to the front of 
the line.  The traffic control person asked me for 
the name of the funeral.  I said “Rolf.”  He 
checked a list and said “I cannot let you in yet.  
Please turn around and come back at ten.”  I did 
so.  Interesting note.  All of the people working at 
ANC are civilians.  The only service people I saw 
were part of the ceremony. At 1000, I was back in 
the queue.  This time, he said “follow that car in front of you.”  In a short distance, we arrived at a 
parking area where another traffic control person asked for the name of the funeral and directed me 
to the first line. 
 

Personal Affairs 
COL Paul Loschiavo, USMCR (Ret) 

Certified Financial Planner (tm) & Puppy Raiser 
 

Continued on next page 
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They have a very well-marked parking area with electronic signs showing the names of the funerals.  
There was room for four funerals and all four lines had names.  I entered the line for the Rolf funeral 
and took a spot.   It’s very well organized.  You drive in a row and pull front-in to an angled parking 
spot.  There’s no backing or effort needed to get to a space.  I suspect that they used a Disney 
parking engineer to set it up! 
 
Once parked, we wandered to the Admin Building where there were four rooms set up for families of 
the deceased to gather and wait.  They were nicely appointed though there were no seats or 
refreshments available.  Neither was necessary as we soon returned to our cars. 
 
Another civilian walked down the line of cars asking everyone to turn on their headlights.  When most 
cars have automatic headlight controls and daylight running lights, this was a bit of a challenge.  Like 
the rest in line, I turned on my emergency flashers. 
 
A small black Ford sedan drove in front of the line of cars and took the lead.  All cars pulled forward 
and joined the procession to the gravesite.  The drive to the site was short and more civilians directed 
everyone where to park. 
 
In a field of headstones, there was an awning and a dozen 
chairs set up.  Under the awning, a Navy Ceremonial Detail 
was waiting.  In the distance, there was a squad of Sailors 
armed with rifles.  While standing by my car, two of the Sailors 
from the Ceremonial Detail moved to the small lead car and 
removed the cremains.  The ashes were contained in a nicely 
finished wooden urn.  It was really a cube, about nine by nine 
by nine.  They smartly carried the urn to the awning. 
 
A civilian herded the crowd towards the awning and 
encouraged everyone to move in closer.  I don’t know this for a fact but I’d suspect that he was a 
Funeral Director.  A Navy Lieutenant Chaplain led the service.  The Sailors of the Ceremonial Detail 
did a great job performing the Flag Folding Ceremony.  (I might even say that they were as good as a 
Marine Ceremonial Detail !)   At the proper time, the Detail Commander gave the command to the 
Rifle Squad to fire the salute.  The seven Sailors each fired three rounds for the twenty-one gun 
salute.  Taps was played on a sound system. 
 
The Detail Commander received the folded American flag and gave it to a Navy Captain in 
attendance.  The Captain presented it to the widow.  The ceremony was concluded and the Funeral 
Director led the crowd across the street to the columbarium.  The Chaplain led a brief ceremony and 
a Sailor placed the urn in the niche. 
 
Was the ceremony different than the in-ground ceremony?  Of course.  There was a significant 
difference - there was no caisson or casket.  And the final resting places are different.  But the rest of 
the ceremony was as I remembered. 
 

Continued on next page 
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My buddy Kurt and I go back to high school.  We both 
went to Lehigh University where we roomed together 
as freshmen.  While at Lehigh, he studied a lot.  
Ummm… I did not.  He got into dental school.  I… got 
into the Marine Corps. 
   
In setting up Arlington, his wife told me “Kurt was a 
humble man.  He felt that in-ground burials at 
Arlington should be reserved for heroes.  Dentists… 
are not heroes.” 
 
It made me think.  I’ve got another good buddy who 
retired as a three star.  He once told me that “when 

the operation is planned well, nobody gets medals for valor.  Whenever you see somebody wearing a 
pile of combat medals, you know that the people who planned those operations screwed up.  When 
planned correctly, you walk in over the bad guy’s rubble.” 
 
In my twenty-two years in the Marine Corps, I was lucky.  My top medal is a Meritorious Service 
Medal.  For service.  No Combat V.  Though I was shot at in Beirut, they missed.  All of my medals 
were for doing a good job. 
 
My father, who served with Patton, is buried in the National Cemetery on Long Island, and I’ve been 
to a funeral at the National Cemetery in South Florida.  Both are quite nice.  My dentist buddy retired 
from Bethesda and set up his private practice about ten miles from Arlington.  In other words, ANC 
was local for his family.  Conversely, the logistics of getting a bunch of people to Arlington can be 
complicated (and expensive).   
 
National Cemeteries provide two uniformed service people for a ceremony.  ANC had nearly twenty.  
And the twenty-one gun salute is spectacular.  That’s only done at Arlington.  For-what-it’s-worth, 
ANC has not been doing the caissons since October, 2022, and there’s no projected resumption date 
at this point.  There’s a major problem with the horses. 
 
So, the dilemma:  the local VA Cemetery… Arlington in-ground… or Arlington in a columbarium.  Or a 
family plot at a local cemetery. 
 
This is definitely one of those things you need to talk about with your family while you can, and make 
your wishes known. 
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Florida Council of Chapters “Chapter News”   
 

 
 

 

 

 

At our May meeting, we were joined by Marie Bogdonoff, Founder and CEO/President of 
Villagers for Veterans (VfV) and her Vice President LCDR Kathryn Wilgus, USN (Ret.) who 
spoke on their charity and about “Ashley’s House and Ashley’s Cottage”, the first transition 
home in Central Florida for homeless women veterans. After the talk, our chapter 
women veterans were invited up front to receive a well-deserved and often overlooked 
thank you from the rest of our chapter. The Chapter presented Marie and Kathryn with 
a $3,000 check soon to be followed with a distribution from the $5,000 MOAA Grant that 
we received last month to assist in supporting Ashley’s House.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to our donation to VfV, members, our Board of Directors was busy handing out checks 
to the other seven military oriented charities we support.  
 

The Charities we support and the amounts we donated this year are as follows:  

Villagers for Veterans (Ashley’s House)        $3,000  
The Villages Honor Flight                  $3,000  
DAV Orange Blossom Gardens Chapter 150    $2,500  
Evening Rotary Club - Smiles For Vets Program $2,500  
Support the Troops                       $1,500  
Operation Helping Hand                   $1,500  
Combat Veterans to Careers                $1,500  
Operation Shoe Box                      $1,500  

            Total $17,000  

Lake & Sumter Counties Chapter   
LTC Donald L. Hansen, USA (Ret.) 
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The Florida Council of Chapters 47th Annual 
Convention took place on May 12-15 at the Shores 
Resort & Spa Hotel, Daytona Beach, FL. It was a 
great get-together of most of the chapters in 
Florida.  Our National MOAA visitor and speaker 
was MOAA Chairman General Gary L. North, USAF 
(Ret.). General North, FCOC President Pat Kluever 
and Mid-Central Area VP Dan Hill made 2023 Level 
of Excellence and Communication Awards where 
we received 5-Star level on all three.  

 

 

 

General North was the featured speaker for 
the President’s Reception and for 

the Military Ball. Attending from our chapter 
were the three musketeers, Bob 

Bienvenue, Don Hansen, and Bill 
Wojchiechowski. 

 

In April and May, our chapter representatives attended the award ceremonies for all six high 
schools, with JROTC units, in our two county catchment area in order to present the MOAA 
Leadership Medal and Ribbon to the top underclass cadet and scholarships to the top two 
seniors in each unit. Chapter Community Affairs Chairman, Col Marc Sherrill, USAF (Ret.) 
made sure he attended all three Air Force JROTC ceremonies and gave a short talk at each 
one. In addition, Marc presented the two seniors 
with a silver dollar to have available to pay the 
first person to salute them if they are 
commissioned down the road. A nice tradition 
that Marc is keeping alive. 
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The Lee Coast Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is excited to 
announce its new name in honor of one of our nation's heroes. We are now, as of this event the 
MG James L. Dozier Lee Coast Chapter and Foundation 
  
Major General James L. Dozier earned many honors during his 
exemplary military career, including a Distinguished Service Medal, 
A Silver Star Medal for bravery in Vietnam and a Purple Heart, as 
well as induction into the Florida Veterans Hall of Flame. He 
continues to serve his community, JROTC and veterans in 
Southwest Florida after retirement. His memoir, Finding My Pole 
Star, recounts his kidnapping in Italy by the Red Brigades terrorist 
group. Our Chapter is proud to count Major General Dozier as a 
member and salutes his embodiment of MOAA’s motto “Never Stop 
Serving”  
 

 

 

Lee Coast Supports JROTC 

  
Lee County boasts the largest JROTC program in the 
nation.    We are proud to continue our support in the form 
of five $1,000 scholarships and $2,500 to sponsor the 
annual Raider Challenge program and provide trophies.   
 

 

 

Lee Coast Chapter accepts 5-Star LOE and 
Harris Communications Awards 

 
 
 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MG James L. Dozier Lee Coast Chapter and Foundation 
Fred Bondurant 

Pictured L-R: MOAA Chairman Gen. 
Gary L. North, USAF (Ret) , Terry 
Galgano, “Donald”, Shawn Stilley, 
Gary Nolan, MOAA  Area VP, CDR 
Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret), 
Former President FCOC 

 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/


August 2024 

 

  
 

The Council Communiqué      Page 26 

Find & Join 
a Chapter 

 

 
Annual Mackenzie Janes Golf Outing 

 
It was a beautiful day for our 11th Annual Golf Outing.  Thirty-three golfers joined us for a morning of 
golf followed by a sumptuous luncheon courtesy of MISSION BBQ. 
   
This year’s MacKenzie-Janes Golf Outing earned over $29,000 
The Foundation Board voted the following distributions: 
$10,000 for Mission United 211 (through United Way) (see page 1) 
$8,000 for JROTC Scholarships (see page 9) 
$5,000 to the Trippe/Lee Coast MOAA Scholarship Fund (see page 2) 
$2,000 for “Raider Challenge” (JROTC) sponsorship/trophies (see page 9) 
$   500 to the MOAA Heritage Fund 
$   300 sponsorship for “Saluting our Heroes ’45 & ‘53” Ceremony 

 
  
 

 

 

 

Executive Director of Melbourne Airport Guest Speaker 
 
The June MOAACC luncheon guest speaker was Greg Donovan, the Executive Director of the 
Orlando Melbourne International Airport. 
 
Mr. Donovan is responsible for overseeing the authority’s $68.4 million operating and capital 
budget, and operation of the 2,500 acre airport. This area is home to major aerospace, engineering 
and aircraft manufacturing companies such as Northrop Grumman, Embraer, Harris Corporation, 
and Rockwell Collins. The airport accommodates nearly 500,000 passengers annually, resulting in 
an annual economic impact of $2.61 billion on its surrounding community. 
 
 
Since August 2014, Donovan has secured nearly $100 
million in grant funding to support the airport’s aggressive 
capital improvement program. A new air traffic control tower, 
three brand new runways, and an updated US Customs 
Federal Inspection Station, are just a few examples of 
Donovan turning his continued vision into reality. This vision 
included the recruitment of the airport’s first international 
scheduled commercial service to Canada via Porter Airlines. 
This service has since expanded from one nonstop route into 
three Canadian routes, with flights from Toronto, Windsor, 
and the capitol city of Ottawa. 
 

Greg Donovan, Executive Director 
Melbourne International Airport 

                

Cape Canaveral Chapter 
Marilyn M. Sanford, MOAACC Media Relations 
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41st MOAACC Annual Scholarship Awards 
 

On July 16, 2024, The Military Officers Association of America, Cape Canaveral Chapter 
(MOAACC) held its 41st Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon at the Indian River Colony Club 
(IRCC) in Melbourne, FL.   
 
This year eleven recipients, who are all college juniors, seniors or graduate students and 
descendants of area military veterans, were selected to each receive a $7,000 scholarship, for a 
total of $77,000 in awards. 
 
The MOAACC Scholarship Corporation was established in 1984 as a 501(c) 3 corporation, 
beginning with a single $1,000 award.  To date, 316 students have received awards with a total 
dollar value of $987,000, which has been entirely funded through the generous contributions of 
Chapter members over the years.   
 
The Named Donor for this year’s award luncheon is Sam Ginsburg. The Distinguished Donors for 
this year’s award luncheon are: Bill and Betsy Cook, Robert J. Winglass, Roger and Lynn Wilf, Jean 
and Charles Baldwin, and Diane Monahan. 

 

 
 

Front Row (L-R) Marissa Ricks (University of Florida); Kathryn Hibbard (Florida State University); Justin 
Schverak (University of Florida); Lucia Rabolli (University of Southern California); Daniel Weaver 

(Christopher Newport University); Former MOAACC President Gary Eppler 
 

Rear (L-R) Former MOAACC President Wayne Justice; Ava;Franco (University of Central Florida);   Emma 
Grandt (University of Florida); Amanda Fentress (University of Florida); Dylan Quiroga (The Citadel) 
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The West Volusia MOAA Chapter’s website has been published and is currently online. We 
continue to edit the site to improve its content and quality. You can access the website at 
wvmoaa.wordpress.com 

 
 

       
 

 

NWFMOA President Welcomes 

New 96thTest Wing Commander 

(July 3, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

Brig Gen Patt Maney Speaks to 

Okaloosa County Commission on 

the Status of Women (June 14, 

2024) 

 

NWFMOA member and Florida State 
Representative, Brig Gen Patt Maney 
discussed legislative updates to the Baker Act 
and their potential impact on Florida's mental 
health system at the Okaloosa County 
Commission on the Status of Women. 

Northwest Florida Chapter 
Fred Westfall, NWFMOA Secretary and Defender Editor 

 

West Volusia MOAA Chapter 
Laura Wickett 
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D-Day Remembrance (June 6, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Colonel Jeff Watson visits Normandy on the 80th anniversary of D-Day. He is joined by General 
North, Chairman of the Board, MOAA. 

View all the pictures by clicking HERE. 

 

June NWFMOA Lunch Meeting (June 6, 2024) 

 

The NWFMOA members at the lunch gathered to celebrate the award of the 5-Star awards for 2023: the 
MOAA Level of Excellence award and the Marvin Harris Communications awards for the NWFMOA website 

and our monthly publication, The Defender. 
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Member Steve Snow gives a 
presentation about his time 
flying Air Force One and Two 
while assigned to Andrews 
AFB. 

 

 

 

Scholarship Fund President Dave Parisot presents certificate to Bob Gramm and Larry Tashlik for their entry 
to the Gold Century Club 

President Fran Hendricks Receives 5-Star Awards for the 
Chapter, the Website and our newsletter, The Defender 

(May 14, 2024) 

 

This photo is from the 2024 Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) Military Ball 

where NWFMOA President Fran Hendricks is flanked by Col Steve Bond, US 

Army Retired, new FCoC President and Col John Murphy, USAR Retired, new 

FCoC Vice President. NWFMOA was recognized with three separate 5-Star 

Awards…one for the Chapter, The Defender, and the Website.  
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Our summer time was a very busy one in Marion County, Ocala, FL. 
Our first project was the annual Flag Day ceremony held Sunday, 
June 16th at the Veterans Memorial Park in Ocala, FL. Our KOS 
Chapter chaplain, LTC Carolyn Smith, USA (Ret), attended the 
ceremony. She reported that, on behalf of the Kingdom of the Sun 
(KOS) Chapter of MOAA, former Chapter president Lt Col Carol 
Walker, USAF (Ret), presented a certificate and a gift card for $25.00 
to Ryenn Schooley. She was one of sixteen local elementary students 
who wrote an outstanding essay on “What the Flag Means to Me.” 
  
  
 

Lt Col Carol Walker, USAF (Ret) 
with the KOS Award for Ryenn Schooley 

on June 16, 2024, at the Veterans Memorial 
Park in Ocala, FL.    

  
  
 

Our 25th annual Kingdom of the Sun (KOS) "Stuff the 
Bus" program was conducted throughout the month of 
July. The KOS membership is involved in supporting this 
effort to provide backpacks and school supplies for 
homeless and needy students in Marion County prior to 
the first day of school this fall. COL Craig Ham, USA 
(Ret) provided the leadership and was the chief operator 
of this major summertime project for KOS. He has 
delivered over 1,100 loaded backpacks to 45 elementary 
and middle schools in the County.  Additionally, we 
provided over 50,000 school items to supplement the 
Community “Back to School” program that occurred on 
July 27th. 

 

 Our KOS "Stuff the Bus" is ready for picking up needy school 

supplies at a Walmart store in Ocala, FL 
 
 
 

Kingdom of the Sun Chapter   
LTC Arlo Janssen, USA (Ret), Editor of the Sunbeams  
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Kelly Kowall, CEO Of My Warriors Place, Awarded 2024 Moaa Community Grant 
 
Tampa Chapter Immediate Past President, COL 
Carol Zieres, and Vice President, LTC Matt 
Mularoni, presented a check in the amount of 
$1,000 from the 2024 MOAA Community Grant 
Foundation.  Receiving the grant award is Ms. 
Kelly Kowall, CEO and Founder of the 501(c)3, 
MY WARRIORS PLACE based in Ruskin, 
Florida.  Ms. Kowall is putting these funds 
immediately to good use on a new program 
initiative, aka, My Service Dog's Place, which 
includes new construction of a shelter for the care 
and feeding of Veteran's Service Dogs while they 
undergo extended medical treatment at the VA 
Medical Center.  She is currently working with one military veteran who had been putting off having 
life-saving surgery and rehab because he had no one to care for his service dog.  "The VA would 
not allow his service dog to accompany him in the hospital. The local shelter is one option; however, 
their policy allows keeping the dog for three days and then if the dog is not picked up, they evaluate 

the health of the animal for 
either adoption or the dog 
could be euthanized," said 
Kowall. 
 
Ms. Kowall expects My 
Service Dog's Place to be 
up and running by October 
and she has tentatively set 
a date to paint the interior 
of the dog shelter on 
Saturday, October 
19th.  "We definitely could 
use your help painting," 
said Kowall.  
 
CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS:  If you are 
interested in volunteering 
to help with this paint 
project, please mark your 
calendar for October 19, 
2024 and send me an e-

mail with your contact information to: carolzieres@yahoo.com and I'll add your name to the MOAA 

Tampa Chapter 
CAPT Sara Marks, NC USN (Ret), Director for Communications 

 

Continued on next page 
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team!  It would be great if we could also recruit a few local High School Junior ROTC cadets for this 
community Veterans project, as well!  
 
I'll have more details available as we get closer to the actual date. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  
 

St. Augustine Army JROTC Military Heritage Trail Ride 

 

In the early days when horses were the main mode of transportation, senior 
military officers would conduct trail rides with junior officers by taking them to 
planned battle fields. There they would decide placement strategies for cannons 
and soldiers in upcoming battles.  First Lt. James Cargilo, USMC, devised a trail ride that would give 
the JROTC cadets a chance to learn about early military life, discover St. Augustine’s rich military 
history and interact with retired military officers of every branch. 

On Friday, 03 May 2024, the St. Augustine High School Army JROTC Unit became the First St. 
Johns County High School to participate in the MOAA-Ancient City Chapter (MOAA ACC) Military 
Heritage Trail Ride. Thanks to CWO-5 Chris Braund, USA (Ret), for initiating this Ride.  The Trail 
Rides has been taking Cadets from Duval County and now St. Johns. 

The journey started at Fort Mose where Ranger Billy shared details about what happened at Fort 
Mose including plans for building a replica of the Fort. 

Get on the bus and head through historic St. Augustine, as Lt. Jim, USMC, points out some 
interesting sites on the way to the Florida National Guard Headquarters. 

As we arrive at the St. Francis Barracks, we are greeted by Ms. Alison Simpson, National Guard 
Historian who guides the cadets while sharing military history of St. Augustine and the Barracks – 
complete with pictures in the Barracks Museum.  

Next stop, the St. Augustine National Cemetery and Ms. Simpson gives a brief history of the 
Seminole Wars, the history of the cemetery, and some famous people buried there including the 
history and significance of the Seminole Pyramids. 

Arriving back at Fort Mose, the Cadets prepare to get the experience of heating and eating an MRE 
– Meal Ready to Eat, a genuine Military Field Meal.  They get the opportunity to ask questions about 
military life as they get a small “taste” of what it entails.  

“The students really experience what it’s like to be out in the field, asking questions of those who 
served and even eating rations,” said Cargilo. “We hope this experience will encourage them to start 
a military career by continuing JROTC into ROTC in college, and on to becoming an officer.” 

 

With the tour complete, each cadet gets a trail ride patch. A map, compliments of MOAA-ACC, 
showing 15 military sites of interest in St. Augustine. 

Ancient City Chapter  
John C. Murphy 
 

 

Continued on next page 
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Ranger Billy McNaught, Park Service Specialist at Fort 
Mose along with USMC 1st Lt "Jim" Cargilo (Frm), Trail 
Ride Chairperson addressing the Cadets 

 

 

 

 

Alison Simpson, National Guard Command Historian 
inside the St Francis Barracks (MOAA-ACC members 
left to right Army LtCol Sarah McLevy (Ret), President 

of MOAA-ACC - USMC 1st Lt "Jim" Cargilo (Frm), Trail 
Ride Chairperson - Army CWO-5 Chris Braund (Ret), 

St Augustine Cadet Battalion Commander.  

 

 

 

 

 

St Augustine HS Army JROTC Cadets 

starting their Trail Ride at Fort Mose  
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The Halifax Area Chapter adds to the new VA Clinic Wall of honor 
 
The Halifax Area Chapter 
proudly added its support to the 
recently opened Daytona VA 
Clinic.  The Chapter provided a 
16”X32” cast aluminum plaque to 
be added to plaques from 
approximately one dozen veteran 
support groups.  The plaques will 
be permanently mounted on a 
“wall of honor” remembrance in 
the front of the new clinic. 
 
 

The Halifax Area Chapter celebrates 2024 ERAU Graduates 
 
The Halifax Area Chapter recently 
celebrated the achievements and 
recognition of outstanding students.  
During the annual recognition banquet 
for ROTC/JROTC cadets, midshipmen 
and a high school senior were 
recognized for their achievements and 
were presented with scholarships, 
medals and certificates.  In all, seven 
scholarships were presented along 
with “Challenger” plaques (ERAU) and 
medals (Mainland HS).  In total, $3,250 
were presented to the awardees. 

 

Halifax Area Chapter presents their Annual Veteran Support Plaques 
 
The Halifax Area Chapter held its annual Veteran Support luncheon in May during which two 
organizations were recognized for their outstanding efforts on behalf of veterans in the greater 
Volusia County area. The first organization recognized was VITAS. Skip Keating, USA, Col (Ret) 
presented the award to Tina Ford, Volunteer Services Manager who accepted the award on behalf 
of VITAS.  Byron Jackson, Manger, accepted the award on behalf of On Time Prime.  Bancroft 
McKittrick, Col (Ret) USMC presented the award to Mr. Jackson. 

Continued on next page 

Halifax Area Chapter   
Drew Hoffman, President 
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VITAS Award – (left to right:) Tina Ford (VITAS),  
Skip Keating  (MOAA Awards Committee) Drew 

Hoffman (Chapter President) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
On Time Prime Award – (left to right): Bancroft 
McKittrick, (MOAA Awards Committee), Byron 
Jackson (On Time Prime), Drew Hoffman 
(Chapter President) 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Answer to the Quiz 
 
And the answer is …. Florida, of course.  It’s a place called Britton Hill, in north Walton County 
near the town of Lakewood, Florida, just off County Road 285 about two miles southeast 
of Florala, Alabama. It is inside Lakewood Park, which marks the high point and features a 
monument, trails, and an information board.  It’s a grand total of 345 feet above mean sea level 
and 103 feet lower than the next lowest highpoint, in Delaware.   Interestingly, the tallest 
building in Miami is over two times as high, topping out at 868 feet. 
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30th ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS BANQUET - August 1st, 2024 
 

PMOAA is well known for the generosity of its members in funding and awarding these annual 
scholarships.  One hundred percent of these donations go directly to help deserving children / step-
children, grandchildren / step-grandchildren and spouses of active duty, honorably discharged 
veterans, reservists or retired military personnel (both officer and enlisted) of all eight Uniformed 
Services. Surviving spouses and children whose military parent retired and subsequently expired are 
also eligible.   

Scholarships are $2,000 each and awarded on an annual basis.  Recipients are selected based 
on:  verification of eligibility, career objectives, community and college activities, essay, transcripts 
verifying cumulative 3.5 GPA and quality of application. 

The essay topic is:  "What country do you feel poses a major threat to the US security and 
interests…and why?"  
 

 

$282,000.00 in Scholarships awarded in 30 years! 

 
Congratulations and much appreciation to everyone for your continued support of PMOAA’s 
Scholarship Program.  Since the program was initiated in 1994 by LT Omar M. Selland, our program 
has garnered tremendous support from many generous donors, foundations, and trust funds.  For 
2024, PMOAA has provided funds to award five (5) $2,000 scholarships:  CAPT Ken and Sandy 
Pyle Scholarship to Ms. Emma Ostrom; Anna Johnson Scholarship to Ms. Abigail McCracken; 
CDR Paula M. Judd, SC, USN Memorial Scholarship to Mr. Ryan Chandler; Escambia County 
Sheriff’s Office Law Enforcement Award to Ms. Cathryn Clay and CDR William and Shatzi 
Clemons Scholarship to Ms. Jillian Conroy.  Your devotion to higher education allows this program 
to flourish. 
 
Special thanks to the Scholarship Committee members for their tireless service and professional 
scrutiny during the selection process:  Maj Charles Booton, USAF (Ret) Chair; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Richbourg; CAPT William Cuilik, USN (Ret); LTC Karen Vinson-VanHouter, USA (Ret); MAJ Frank 
Dillard, USA (Ret). 
 
 
  

Pensacola Chapter 
Jean Booton, Beacon Editor 
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The Cape Royal Golf Club of Cape Coral donated $1,935 to the Cape Coral MOAA following a 
Memorial Day Golf Outing. In the photo (left to right) are CCMOAA Treasurer Tim Cook, CCMOAA 
Finance Committee Chairman Gary Peppers, Phillis Mills (who collected the donations), CCMOAA 
President Gary Nolan, Cape Royal Assistant General Manager Andrew Opalski, CCMOAA Board 

Member Bill Deile and Cape Royal Golf Pro Mark Faulkner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cape Coral Chapter 
Larry Atkinson, Newsletter Editor 
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Sue Morse, Captain, USAF(Ret) and 
Past Editor of The Drumbeat is a 
"lucky winner". 
 

 

MILITARY OFFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA) 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS (FCOC) 

 
The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) is comprised of 38 Chapters 
with nearly 5,000 members and their families.  FCOC is one of MOAA’s largest 
Councils.  MOAA has a membership of over 380,000 members in all 50 States.  
 
The FCOC’s primary communication vehicles are our bi-monthly publication, 
The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ and our Website www.MOAAFL.org  Ads run for 
one year. 
 
The COMMUNIQUÉ is distributed electronically to all our chapters, MOAA 
Headquarters in Virginia, and our influential contacts across the state of Florida.  
 
The COMMUNIQUÉ provides a unique forum for businesses to reach a select 
segment of the population.  The membership is patriotic and professional.  We 
encourage your business to reach out to our members by advertising in The 
COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ. 
  
In appreciation of Businesses that also support the FCOC Annual Convention 
with Ads in the Convention Souvenir Program Book within the last year the 
FCOC offers a discount for the same size Ad shown on the following Order 
Form.  
  
Thank you! 
 
FCOC 

 

Halifax 
Chapter Gets 
Coverage on 

deSantis 
Visit from the 

Daytona 
Beach News 

Journal  

 

 

    

 

Advertise with Us! 

Submitting Articles and Pictures for The Communiqué 
 
Articles can be attached to an email.  Microsoft Word works best (Arial 12).  You can also type your information into the body of 
an email where it can be copied and pasted into the newsletter. 
 
Pictures should have a .jpg or .png extension.  If you are sending pictures from your chapter, please include the chapter name 
and the names of those in the picture.  A few words on what the event is about will help interest the readers.  Please ensure that 
you have the permission of persons in the photos for publishing. 
 
If you have questions about your submission, contact 
 
Randy Fiebrandt 

rfiebs1953@gmail.com 
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Florida Chapters & Web Sites (if available) 

Ancient City Chapter  
St. Augustine 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

  

Bay County Chapter  
Panama City 

Area: Northwest 
 
 

Bradenton Chapter  
Bradenton 

Area: South West 
View Website 

  

Broward County 
Chapter  

Deerfield Beach 
Area: Southeast 
View Website 

  

Cape Coral Chapter  
Cape Coral 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Cape Canaveral Chapter  
Patrick AFB 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

  

Central Florida Chapter  
Orlando 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 

Charlotte Harbor Chapter  
Punta Gorda 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Clearwater Chapter  
CLEARWATER 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

  

Flagler County Chapter  
Palm Coast 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

 

Florida Keys  
Islamorada 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

 
 

Gainesville Chapter  
Gainesville 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

 

Halifax Area Chapter  
Daytona Beach 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 

Imperial Polk County Chapter  
Lakeland 

Area: Mid Central 
  

Indian River Chapter  
Vero Beach 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 
 

Kingdom Of The Sun 
Chapter  

Ocala 
Area: Mid Central 

View Website 
 

Lake & Sumter Counties Chapter  
Lady Lake 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

  

Lee Coast Chapter, MOAA  
Sanibel Island 

Area: South West 
View Website  

Mayport Chapter  
Jacksonville 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

 

Military Officers Association of 
Sarasota, Inc.  

Sarasota 
Area: South West 

View Website 
  

Military Officers Association of 
SouthWest Florida  

Naples 
Area: South West 

View Website 

MOAA of Citrus County  
Lecanto 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

Nassau County  
Fernandina Beach 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

Northeast Florida Chapter  
Jacksonville 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

   

 

https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
https://flmoaa.org/chapter-websites/
http://moaa-acc.org/
http://www.orgsites.com/fl/moaa-bc/
http://www.browardmoaa.com/
https://moaafl.org/chapters/capecoralmoaa/
http://moaacc.org/
http://moaacfc.com/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/CHCMOAA
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/MOAAFLCWC/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Flagler/
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/FloridaKeys/
http://gainesvillemoaa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Halifax/
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/IRCMOAA/
http://kosmoaa.org/
http://www.lakesumtermoaa.org/
http://moaafl.org/chapters/leecoast/
http://moaafl.org/chapters/historicmayport/
http://www.sarasotamoaa.com/
http://www.moaswf.org/
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/CitrusCounty
http://www.ncflmoaa.org/
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/NEFLMOAA/
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  Northwest Florida Chapter 
Fort Walton Beach 
Area: Northwest 
View Website 

 

Palm Beach-Martin Counties Chapter  
Jupiter 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

Pensacola Chapter  
Pensacola 

Area: Northwest 
View Website  

   

St. Petersburg Area Chapter 
St. Petersburg 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

  

South Central Florida Chapter  
Sebring 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

South Dade Chapter 

Princeton 
Area: South East 

Sun City Center Chapter  
Sun City Center 

Area: West Central 
View Website  

Suncoast Chapter  
Port Richey 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

Suwannee River Valley Chapter  
Lake City 

Area: Northeast 
View Website  

 

 
Tallahassee Chapter  

Tallahassee 
Area: Northwest 
View Website 

 
Tampa Chapter  

MacDill AFB 
Area: West Central 

View Website 

 
Treasure Coast Chapter  

Fort Pierce 
Area: East Central 

View Website 
 

  
 

 West Volusia MOAA Chapter  
New Smyrna Beach 
Area: East Central 

View Website 

 
  

   

   

 

http://nwfmoa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/PBMCC/
http://www.pmoaa.org/
http://www.moaastpetearea.com/
http://scfcmoaa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/SunCity/
http://www.suncoastmoaa.org/
http://www.suwanneerivervalleymoaa.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Tallahassee/
http://moaatampa.org/
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/TCMOAA/
https://wvmoaa.wordpress.com/


 
 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
President: COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)  321-831-7572  (Jane) 

Vice President: COL John Murphy, USA (Ret)  904-481-9325 (Ginger) 

NE Area Vice President: CAPT Tony LaVecchia, USN (Ret)  571-438-3875 (Andrea) 

NW Area Vice President:  LTC Paul Chlebo, USA (Ret)  540-220-8771 (Tracy Gifford) 

EC Area Vice President: MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret)  407-221-1388   

MC Area Vice President: LTC Dan Hill, LTC, USA (Ret)  863-212-5036  (Josie)  
WC Area Vice President: COL Charles Dalcourt, USA (Ret)  254-383-4012  (Millie-D) 

SE Area Vice President: COL Joe Napoli, USA (Ret)  305-298-1064 
SW Area Vice President: COL Gary Nolan, USAF (Ret)  618-407-6945    (Cindy) 

Secretary: COL Jon Gordon, USA (Ret)  941-923-2302 (Mary) 

Treasurer:  Lt Col Gary Peppers, USAF (Ret)  239-573-6690 

Immediate Past President: CDR Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret)  540-775-4955  (Mary) 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Budget & Finance: Lt Col Gary Peppers, USAF (Ret)  847-452-8473 

Bylaws & Resolutions: COL Bancroft McKittrick, USMC (Ret)  603 548-6558 (Kathleen) 

Communiqué Editor: CDR Randall Fiebrandt, USCG (Ret)  954-806-7854  (Joan) 

Legislative Affairs: CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret)   386-320-3283 
Florida Veterans Council: MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret)  407-221-1388   

Florida Legislative Affairs: Lt Col Steve Murray, USAF (Ret)  850-668-1645  (Beth)  

Defense State Liaison Office: COL Bill Wojciechowski, USAF (Ret)  620-770-0059 

Membership: COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)  321-831-7572  (Jane) 

Personal Affairs: COL Paul Loschiavo, USMC (Ret)  561-310-4769   

Religious Activities: COL Anthony “Tony” Clark, ARNG (Ret)  407-496-5249   

Web Site & FMMC/IMMC Ed:  LTC Marc Oliveri, USAR (Ret)  561-753-7565  (Jenine) 

Facebook Administrator: MAJ John Kieffer, USA (Ret),  813-919-9161 

Surviving Spouse Liaison: Patricia Green,  407-774-7933     

 

To reach any of the Officers or Committee Chairs via email, please go to our Web site (Contact Us)  or     

 

 

 
 

  

The Council Communiqué is the newsletter of the Florida 
Council of Chapters (FCOC), Military Officers Association of 
America, and is published bimonthly: February, April, June, 
August, October, and December.  MOAA, its Councils and 
Chapters are non-partisan organizations. The Communiqué is 
intended for wide distribution via e-mail within the FCOC 
including Chapter Leaders and all Chapter Members in 
Florida.  A current issue of The Council Communiqué can 
be found at the Florida Council of Chapters Web Site: 
http://www.flmoaa.org/, drop down menu Events/News.  
 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and may 
not express the positions of FCOC or the MOAA. 

The 

Communiqué 
is on the web: 

http://flmoaa.org/ 

https://flmoaa.org/contact/
http://www.flmoaa.org/
http://flmoaa.org/

